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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

How many times have you heard it said that Sep-

tember 1st is like the beginning of a new year? 

Another year in Lionism is just starting. Like 

school kids heading back for a new exciting year, 

Lions are back from vacation, the weather is 

pleasant and we are beginning our meetings. 

In September we were saddened by the passing of 

one of our own, Bob McLellan, a hard working Li-

on for 30 years. He will be missed but not forgot-

ten. 

I am looking forward to the challenge as President. Although I have been a 

president before with another Club, it was a much smaller organization and 

not run as professionally as the Markham Club. In fact, I have been asked by 

Lions from other Clubs if they could come to our meetings and observe how we 

conduct our programs and hear various committee reports. These requests are 

another reason why I am proud of our Club. 

Each year that I have been a member of the Club, we have embarked on a dif-

ferent challenge. A multipage spread in the Economist and Sun educated read-

ers about Lionism and our Club. Two years ago we recreated a golf tourna-

ment. Last year it was a very successful Purina Dog Walk to raise money for 

Dog Guides. Our newest challenge is the multicultural concert with the Milli-

ken Mills and New Horizon Clubs on October 30th to raise money for the 

Markham Stouffville Hospital. This is fine way for Lions from different cul-

tures to work together. Let’s rally to make this Multicultural Concert a big 

success. Incidentally, we are planning a pre-concert early dinner at Rico’s Bis-

tro where we can socialize, have a buffet meal, and meet new people. You are 

encouraged to bring a non Lion (or a prospective Lion) to this preshow dinner. 

Several Lions did a tremendous job cooking at the Markham Stouffville Hospi-

tal Bar BQ. Thank you all for your great work. 

In closing “Happy New Year” to all in this exciting year in Lionism. 
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EDITORIAL 

 

 

Where has the summer gone? Just a 

few months ago we were looking for-

ward to having a good summer and  

it was a very nice summer but like 

they say all good things must come 

to an end. It is September and it 

may be considered the rainy season 

or in many religious setting the 

month of harvest. The time when 

most crops are reaped before we get 

into the fall. Soon it will be thanks-

giving, winter months and Christmas. Oh, yes Christmas. 

 

More importantly we have begun the 68th year of the Markham Li-

ons with the first Regular Meeting which commenced on September 

8, 2011. We have a new Executive and everyone is excited about get-

ting back to doing what we do best serving the public and the Mark-

ham community. The Markham Lions has some very exciting events 

coming up this Lions year. I am sure all our Lion members are look-

ing forward to participating in the various activities. 

Lion Mark Carrington 

Handing over the Gavel is Immediate Past President Lion Larry Tod 

(Right) to the incoming President for 2011/2012, Lion Bill Dewberry 

at the Regular Meeting on June 16, 2011 

 

Handing 

Over the 

Gavel 
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BITS & BYTES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above are the Officer that were sworn into Office at the Regular meeting held on June 16, 2011. 

L - R: Lions Mervin Joseph, 2 year Director; Jim Doak, Secretary; Ron Chambers, Treasurer; Grace Medland; 

Ken Drynan, 2nd Vice–President; Mandy Galloway, 1 Year Director; Mark Carrington, 1st Vice–President; 

Claire Quesnel, Tail Twister; Royden McDermid, Lion Tamer; Bill Dewberry, President; Larry Tod, Immediate 

Past President; Tim Armstrong, Membership Director; and Ron May, 2 Year Director. Missing is Lorraine 

O’Bonsawin, 1 Year Director. 

 Markhaven Personal Care Home Residents Bar-B-Q  

On July 9, Lions Bruce Marshall, Eddie Mees and Don Rattle assisted with a luncheon for seniors residing in 

our local Markhaven residence with cooking hamburgers and hot dogs on the BBQ. 100-120 residents, their 

guests and staff were served. As the weather was great, the picnic was held outdoors in Markhaven’s parking 

lot. This is the 3rd time in recent years that Markham Lions have assisted with this annual event. 

Markham Lions Club Officers for the Year 2011/2012  

Food Bank 

The Markham Food Bank on Main Street is starting our Thanksgiving food drive, and as usual Longo's is well 

organized and already contributing. They have well over 300 bags that need to be sorted and boxed. They  cer-

tainly could use our help. Staff will be at the Food Bank on Tuesdays in the afternoon starting at 1PM. If any-

one has some time, Your help  would certainly be appreciate. Thanks very much.   

Mount Joy Clean Up: 

The Mount Joy Pond clean up is scheduled for October 15 (9:30am). Some students from Brother Andre High 

School Environment Club will helping us. The clean up should be completed by 10:30 or 11:00 a.m. Coffee and 

donuts will be served. 



PAGE 4 JUNGLE  TALK  SEPTEMBER 2011  

 

 

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

 

The following Lions celebrated birthdays during August and September: Top L -  R; The late Lion Bob 

McLellan; Lions Fred Sheehy; Mandy Galloway; Shirley Lesch and Nirmala Armstrong. 

Bottom:  L -  R: Lions Dick Peel; Jack Dawson; Julie Savoy and Don Way. Happy Birthday to all. 

 

The Lions above along with some of their wives celebrated wedding Anniversaries during August and Septem-

ber. They were duly recognized at the first Regular meeting on September 8. L -  R; Lions Mervin Joseph; Ken 

Harris ; Karen and Lion Jim Doak; Monica and Lion Dick Peel; and Norma and Lion Tom Goldring. Happy 

Wedding Anniversaries to all and may you have many more. 
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PRESENTATIONS  

 

Lion Gord Case (above) was pre-

sented with two 100% Attendance 

pins at the first Regular Meeting  

which was held at Merlyn’s Res-

taurant on September 8, 2011 Lion President Bill Dewberry (Far right) Presented (L– R) Lions Carl 

Vanseader, Ken Harris and Dick Peel with Lions Camp Kirk Founda-

tion Fellowship Awards at the first Regular Meeting on September 8, 

2011. 

 

Suzette Strong (Centre) CEO of the Markham Stouffville Hospital Foundation is flanked by Lions Ken 

Tranter and Mark Carrington. Suzette Strong received a speaker’s cheque from the Markham Lions Club 

after  her presentation on the Hospital expansion at the first Regular Meeting which was held on September 

8, 2011. Donna Doherty, Development Officer for the Foundation was also present. 
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THE ROVING EYE 

PART - ONE 

 

Table Tennis   

Tournament:  

Four members of the Markham 

Lions courageously volunteered 

and took part in the New Horizon 

Lions Club Table Tennis Tourna-

ment on September 10, 2011. held 

at their Table Tennis Club.  

Despite being ousted in the first 

round the players showed some 

notable improvement by winning 

one game this year. 

L—R: Lions Mark Carrington, 

Carl Vanseader, Larry Tod and 

Lion President Bill Dewberry. 

 

Chapter 21:  

 

Julie Nighswander founder of Chap-

ter 21 and Carol Wildgoose attended 

the Markham Lions Meeting on Sep-

tember 22, 2011 and made a presen-

tation informing members about 

Chapter 21 and why it was created. 

Julie has a brother with develop-

mental disabilities. Chapter 21 con-

ducts a day program for adults be-

tween the ages of  21 and 50 and 

provides them with affordable day-

time support and life skills develop-

ment.  

At Left, Lion Bryan Gray is pre-

senting Julie Nighswander and 

Carol Wildgoose with a dona-

tion. 
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THE LIGHTER SIDE 

Try an Affair  

"The thrill is gone from my marriage," Bill told his 

friend Doug.  

"Why not add some intrigue to your life and have an 

affair?" Doug suggested.  

"But what if my wife finds out?"  

"Heck, this is a new age we live in, Bill. Go ahead 

and tell her about it!"  

So Bill went home and said, "Dear, I think an affair 

will bring us closer together."  

"Forget it," said his wife. "I've tried that - it never 

worked." 

   **********************************************  

A young couple left church and arrived at the hotel 

where they were spending the first night of their 

honeymoon. They opened the champagne and began 

undressing. When the bridegroom removed his socks, 

his new wife asked, "What's wrong with your feet? 

Your toes look all mangled and weird. 

"I  had tolio as a child," he answered. 

"You mean polio?" she asked. 

"No,  tolio  . The disease only affected my toes." 

When the groom took  off his pants, his bride once 

again asked: "What's wrong with your knees?   

They're all lumpy and deformed!" 

"As a child, I also  had kneasles," he explained. 

"You mean measles?"  she asked. 

"No, kneasles. It was a strange illness that only af-

fected my knees." 

The new bride had to be satisfied with this answer. 

As the undressing continued, her husband at last 

removed his underwear. 

"Don't tell me," she  said. 

"Let me guess…    SMALLCOX!! 

    ******************************************* 

Little Larry attended a horse auction with his father. 

He watched as his father moved from horse to horse, 

running his hands up and down the horse's legs and 

rump, and chest. 

After a few minutes, Larry asked, Dad, why are you 

doing that? 

His father replied, Because when I'm buying horses, 

I have to make sure that they are healthy and in 

good shape before I buy. 

Larry, looking worried, said, Dad, I think the Milk-

man wants to buy Mom ..... 

      ********************************************  

I am a senior citizen… 

 

- I'm the life of the party... even when it lasts 'till 

8pm. 

- I'm very good at opening childproof caps with a 

hammer. 

- I'm usually interested in going home before I get to 

where I'm going. 

- I'm good on a trip for at least an hour without my 

aspirin, antacid... 

- I'm the first one to find the bathroom wherever I go. 

- I'm awake many hours before my body allows me to 

get up. 

- I'm smiling all the time because I can't hear a word 

you're saying. 

- I'm very good at telling stories...over and over and 

over and over. 

- I'm aware that other people's grandchildren are not 

as bright as mine. 

- I'm so cared for: long-term care, eye care, private 

care, dental care. 

- I'm not grouchy, I just don't like traffic, waiting, 

children, politicians... 

- I'm positive I did housework correctly before the 

Internet. 

- I'm sure everything I can't find is in a secure place. 

- I'm wrinkled, saggy and lumpy, and that's just my 

left leg. 

- I'm having trouble remembering simple words 

like... uh... 

- I'm realizing that aging is not for sissies. 

- I'm walking more (to the bathroom) and enjoying it 

less. 

- I'm sure they are making adults much younger the-

se days. 

- I'm in the *initial* state of my golden years: SS, 

CD's, IRA's, AARP. 

- I'm wondering, if you're only as old as you feel, how 

could I be alive at 150? 

- I'm anti-everything now: anti-fat, anti-smoke, anti-

noise, anti-inflammatory. 

- I'm a walking storeroom of facts... I've just lost the 

key to the storeroom. 

- I'm a Senior Citizen and I think I am having the 

time of my life... Aren't I? 
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THE ROVING EYE 

PART - TWO 

This is a Test 

I am sending this only to the smart Lions. I could not figure it out.  My first thought was wrong and I had to 

look at the answer.  See if you can figure out what these seven words all have in common? 

1. Banana 2. Dresser 3. Grammar 4. Potato 5. Revive 6. Uneven 7. Assess 

Are you peeking or have you already given up?  

Give it another try....Look at each word carefully. 

You'll kick yourself when you discover the answer. 

 This is so cool.....    No, it is not that they all have at least  2 double letters........  Answer is on page 11! 

Many Lions and friends were on hand to prepare and cook hamburgers and corn among other goodies for the 

Markham Stouffville Hospital Annual BBQ on September 20, 2011. When the smoke had cleared the Lions 

had served over 500 hospital staff which included construction workers who were working on the hospital’s 

expansion. The weather cooperated for a lovely day with bright sunshine and good temperature in the 20’s. 

The hospital thanked the Markham Lions for preparing the food another year. Many thanks go out to Lion 

Ken Tranter for organizing this event and the many Lions and volunteers for another job well done. 
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LIONS INTERNATIONAL 

Presentation 

At left is a plaque that was presented to 

the Markham Lions Club by the Mark-

ham Minor Hockey Association. This is a 

picture of the House League Midget Team 

that was sponsored by the Markham Lion 

Club last year. The Markham Lions are 

sponsoring this Hockey Team again this 

year. 

Lions World Sight Day 

Make plans now to mark Lions World Sight Day in October and join the Sharing Our Vision Global Service 

Campaign. Lions are encouraged to plan a sight-related event, such as vision screenings, cataract surgeries or 

eyeglass distribution. The international event will be held on October 9 in Shenzhen, China, and will include 

the inauguration of a Lions low vision clinic and vision screenings for nearly 15,000 people. 

Relief Following Disasters 

Several areas of the United States experienced widespread flooding and damage following Hurricane Irene. 

LCIF is providing grant funding to several states and Puerto Rico to assist in clean up efforts and provide 

needed goods to displaced families. Lions also continue to provide relief in other areas, 

Lions Foundation Of Canada 

You’re Invited to Tour the Dog House! 

Lions Foundation of Canada is hosting its annual Fall Open House on Saturday, October 22nd.  Come by the 

Foundation (152 Wilson Street, Oakville) between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. for tours of the training facility, demon-

strations from all five Dog Guide programs, and a silent auction!  For more information call (800) 768-3030 or 

visit www.dogguides.com. 

 

Lions International Contest 

The Lions Clubs International Contest gives Lions the chance to showcase their hard work and creativity. 

Clubs, districts and multiple districts are encouraged to submit their entries for this year's Contest in four 

categories: Newsletter (Bulletin), Trading Pin, Friendship Banner and Web site. See Lions International web 

site for further information. 
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UPDATE 

Lions MultiCultural Variety 

Show 

The Canada –HK New Horizon Lions Club, 

The Markham Lions Club and the Milliken 

Mills Lions Club Joined together and are 

hosting a multi-club Lions event that will 

showcase music , dance and songs from the 

many cultures of the world. 

The objectives of this event are: 

To raise funds for the Markham 

Stouffville Hospital; 

To promote multiculturalism within the 

community; 

To raise awareness for creating a poten-

tial annual event; and to provide fun 

and family entertainment for the com-

munity. 

As stated all the proceeds from this Variety 

Show will go to the Markham Stouffville 

Hospital Which was built to provide care to 

a community population of 110,000 but 

currently serves a population of over 

300,000.  

MSH has embarked on an expansion project in order to meet the needs of the community until 2023. The 

Hospital need to raise $100 million and the community fundraising portion is $50 million. The flyer on the 

left give further details of the Variety Show. All members and friends are encouraged to attend this very 

worthy cause. Tickets Can be obtained from Lion Larry Tod. 

 

  

Anniversaries Cont’d 

Also celebrating Anniversaries are; L - R; Lions George McKelvey; Steve Kowalchuk; Royden McDermid &  

Michael Clarke. Congratulations and best wishes. 
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OUT & ABOUT 

 

This is a test cont’d: 

Answer: 

In all of the words listed, if you take the first letter, place it at the end of the word, and then 

spell the word backwards, it will be the same word. Did you figure it out? No? Then send 

this to more people and stump them as well. Then, you'll feel better too. 

No, I didn’t figure it out either. 

 

2nd Annual Golf Tournament:  

The 2nd annual Lions Charity Golf Tournament in support of the Canadian National Institute for the Blind 

(CNIB) was held July 23, 2011 at Cherry Downs Golf & Country Club. This fundraiser is a tri-club event, 

led by Markham Lions Club and championed by MLC members Lions Larry Tod and Barry MacDonald. Our 

partner clubs are Milliken Mills and Unionville-Doncrest Canada-HK New Horizon Lions Clubs. From all 

reports this was fun fill day and a very successful event. All proceeds from this event will go to the CNIB. 

Above: Lion Ken (Left) is asking Lion Barry for 

more golf balls and to borrow his golf club. 
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OBITUARY 

 

 

REMEMBERING BOB  

- By Lion Dave Galloway 

I first met Bob at Douglas point in 1964. I was an En-

gineering Trainee and Bob was the Personnel Officer.  

My favourite remembrance was when we had the Hy-

dro Port Elgin/ Kincardin golf tournament.  It was 

nine holes and I had 45 while Bob had 68 – but Bob 

had more fun. 

 One of his favourite stories from that time was when 

one of the unions went on a wildcat stike. Bob, the 

Plant Manager and two other members of their carpool 

were going into work but the Union had blocked the 

road with a car.  They simply got out of the car and 

pushed it onto Hydro property.  The Plant Manager then told them to move it or he would have it moved.  

The car was moved. 

When Lion Fred took me to my first Lions meeting years later he said there were a couple of Lions who were 

Hydro employees – Bill Ilott and Bob McClellan.   Bill I didn’t know but after a few minutes I figured out who 

Bob was and  we became reacquainted. At that meeting the Tail Twister Conducted the usual 50/50 draw and 

Bob had the winning ticked.  However what he received was a pair of pliers – that he had forgotten to take 

home when he was working on the Christmas Parade float. 

We worked together many times after that.  When I was the Membership and Sick and Visiting Chair and 

Bob a member we decided to to rewrite the Sick and Visiting policy.  I wrote four drafts, each of which the 

members of the Committee turned down.  In fact they decided Bob should write the next draft. Naturally 

Bob`s first draft was ``just what was needed.``  When we did the Antique show Bob and I went to the arena to 

mark out the spaces.  I suggested Bob stand and I would do any kneeling that was required.  Didn`t happen – 

Bob may have been puffing a bit but he was up and down just as many times as me. 

When Bob was Sick and visiting Chair there was an annual Sick and Visiting luncheon – to get out of the 

house those Lions whose health did not permit them to attend regularly.  Bob continued to hold the luncheon 

and the Romeos were born.  Each month Bob would determine who was going, make the reservations, and 

pay the bill. 

At our first meeting this year I spoke with Bob for a time.  We discussed ages – Bob was 17 years older than 

me, coffee clubs – Bob was a regular attendee while I have not been out for some time.  At the coffee club 

when I attended we discussed Hydro personnel we knew in common and their health and retirement, the en-

ergy sector and world problems in general. We were continuing to discuss them prior to club meetings. 

I will miss the stories, the discussion and the bonhomie.  We all will. 

Robert A. McLellan 


