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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Lion President Bryan Gray 

 

 

Markham Lions Club is often touted as being a model club for 

the Region. This leadership show itself in many areas; particu-

larly participation in our community functions. Congratula-

tions on a great job in the following areas: 

Mount Joy cleanup 

Start to vision & hearing screening with two schools completed 

and seven lined up for the new year 

A new fence constructed at our food booth at the Markham Fairgrounds. 

Well done to the food booth Chair Lion Mike Hiatt and Vice Chair Lion Bill Dewberry 

for changes made to the ordering process and cooking procedure resulting in a $5,000. 

profit for the food booth. Also, thanks to a special committee headed by Lion Barry 

MacDonald to determine the validity of continuing the food booth. 

Once again, Markham- Stouffville Hospital was grateful for an awesome job done in 

providing lunch for 700 staff members at the fall BBQ. 

Thanks to Lion Mark Carrington for leading the charge again for a successful cruise 

raffle. 

Please convey to your spouses and friends our appreciation for their assistance and 

support in our various projects. 

Finally, Laura and I would like to thank you for joining us at our home in welcoming 

the Christmas season.  

MERRY CHRISTMAS to all Lions and friends of Lions. We look forward to a success-

ful and inspiring New Year. 
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EDITORIAL 

 

 

 
Lion Dave Galloway 

 Each bulletin one looks for a topic for the editorial 

although sometimes they jump out at you.  This is a 

bit of each.  It crossed my mind that Lions would 

soon reach 100 and I wondered how we celebrate 

such an event.  I decided to look at the Internation-

al web site to see if there was any recognition of 

this.  There’s lots.  While I could just say something 

like everyone go and look at it I have printed below 

the letter to Lions from PIP Frank Moore. 

-Dear Lions, 

Welcome to Lions100 – a website devoted to all things related to our 

Lions Clubs International Centennial celebration. It will be your main 

source of up-to-date information throughout the 3½ year celebration. 

I'm Past International President Frank Moore, and I'm honored to 

serve as the Centennial celebration chairperson. 

We officially launched our Centennial celebration July 8th, 2014 at our 

International Convention in Toronto with the announcement of our 

Centennial Service Challenge. The service challenge is an ambitious 

call to action for Lions around the world to serve 100 million people 

from now until June 30th, 2018. 

Our centennial celebration will focus on three main points: 

Honoring Our Past 

Highlighting Our Present 

Planning For Our Future 

We have a vibrant past, built around our founder Melvin Jones' famous 

quote, "You can't get very far until you start doing something for some-

body else." It was upon that principle that our motto "We Serve" 

emerged. And the rest, as they say, is history. 

Our organization has grown from humble beginnings and continued to 

grow and evolve to meet the needs of communities around the world. 

Today, we are the world's largest service club organization, perhaps 

even surpassing the vision of our founder. With Melvin Jones' vision in 

mind, our Centennial celebration slogan is "Where There's a Need, 

There's a Lion." This is as true today as it was in 1917. 

The Centennial celebration is designed to engage every Lions member, 

every Lions club, in every country and geographic area. This site will 

continue to expand as elements of our Centennial plan begin to unfold. 

This is our time to ROAR! Get ready to celebrate!! 

Sincerely, J. Frank Moore, III 

As you can see there is a lot going on.  The next question is “What are 

Markham Lions doing?” 
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BITS & BYTES 
PART -  ONE 

Remembrance Day Ceremony 

The Remembrance Day Ceremony in Mark-

ham was held on Saturday November 7, 2015. 

Representing the Lions and laying a Reef were 

Markham Lions Club President Lion Bryan 

Gray (Left) and Lion Don Rattle (Centre). 

Looking on is a Firefighting Officer. 

 

The Salvation Army Christmas      

Kettle Drive 

Each year The Markham Lions are asked to assist 

with the Christmas Kettle Drive in the Markham 

community by providing volunteer personnel, and 

this year is no exception. 

Zone Chair Lion Patty Ko (Left) Paid a visit to the 

Salvation Army Christmas Kettle drive location in 

Markville Mall in Markham. In the photo is Zone 

Chair Lion Patty Ko with Lion Grace Medland of 

the Markham Lions Club. 

 

On October 8, 2015 at the Regular meeting of the Mark-

ham Lions Club, Stephen Chait, Director of Economic De-

velopment for the City of Markham made a presentation 

on the tremendous growth the City have experienced for 

many years. Lion George McKelvey thanked Stephen and 

presented him with a donation for a Charity of his choice. 

 
Presentation 
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BITS & BYTES 

PART - TWO 

 

  

On November 5, 2015 Glenys Mackay from CHATS 

(Community & Home Care To Seniors) organization in 

Markham made a presentation at the Markham Lions 

Club at a meeting of the membership. Glenys has worked 

at CHATS for some 22 years and they serve some 7300 

seniors in York Region and South Simcoe Seniors each 

year. They offer a range of services such as in home care, 

meals on wheels, transportation and wellness/social pro-

grams. Above Lion Jim Doak presented Glenys with a 

donation cheque. 

On October 24, Zone Chair Lion Patty Ko visited 

the Markham Lions Club at their regular meet-

ing accompanied by her husband 2nd Vice Dis-

trict Governor Lion Tim Cheung. Lion Patty Ko 

touched on several areas of Lionism within the 

District such as training and other activities. 

Lion President Bryan Gray is on Lion Patty Ko’s 

left. Region Chair Lion Ken Drynan thanked 

Zone Chair Lion Patty Ko for her visit. 

On October 17, 2015 members of the Markham 

Lions Club and other volunteers cleaned up 

Mount Joy area. This project was selected as part 

of the District initiative. 

Presentation 

Mount Joy Clean-up 

 

 

 

 

Zone Chair Visits Markham Lions 
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THE ROVING EYE 

PART - ONE 

 

On November 24, 2015, Zones 18 East and 18 West held a 

Joint Zone meeting hosted by the Milliken Mills Lions Club 

in Markham. In the Photo District Governor Lion Susan 

Tate is speaking to the members in attendance.  

 

    The Environment 

Lion Carl Vanseader        

 

 

I have been given the privilege of being the Environment Chair for this Lions Year and am 

looking forward to promoting the Clubs’ commitments to improve our environment. 

First of all, I would like to have representation in each of the regions.  That will result in better coverage of the 

projects in the district.  It is important that we publicize our good works and efforts in our communities.  Please 

contact me if you wish to be involved. I am asking the Region Chairs for help in acquiring representation in each 

district.  Thank you. 

Many clubs are involved in such projects: Tree planting, Recycling (e.g. E-Waste, Eye glasses and Hearing aid 

collection), Community Cleanup and others.  We could also consider an Environment Education Project, if any 

clubs are interested in demonstrating to their communities how to get involved. 

One way to get recognition is to take photos of our efforts and submit them for the Environmental Photo contest 

for display and voting at the District Convention.  So don’t forget to Snap those Pics. 

Let me know your plans for environmental projects and stay green.  More to follow. 

Contact me at cvans@rogers.com or at 416-970-7416. 

 

Carl Vanseader Environment Chair A16. 

JOINT ZONE MEETING 

The DG Lion Susan Tate is presenting Lion 

President Bryan Gray with a Club Excellence 

Award and the 2014-2015 Service Challenge 

Award 
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THE ROVING EYE 

PART - TWO 

    

As part of our Charter Anniversary Celebration a presentation was made to Lion Ken Tranter who after 35 

years with the Markham Lions Club has recently relocated to Bobcaygeon, Ontario with his wife Jan. Lion Ken 

was transferred to the to the Bobcaygeon Lions Club. In the photo on the top right Lion President Bryan Gray 

presented Lion Ken with a collage of photographs of his years with the Markham Lions Club. His wife (in blue) 

was presented with a Bouquet of flowers. Lion Ken and his wife Jan are all smiles in the in the photograph. 

 

 

Above Theresa Albert, Nutritionist, Author  & 

TV Personality was the Guest Speaker at our 

Charter Anniversary Celebration. Lion Ken 

Moon thanked her for her presentation. Lion 

President Bryan Gray is in the centre.  

Region Chair Lion Ken Drynan and his wife Elaine 

at the Charter Anniversary Celebration. What a 

great couple! 
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THE LIGHTER SIDE 

Three seniors are out for a stroll.  

One of them remarks, “It’s windy.” 

Another replies, “No way. It’s Thursday.” 

The last one says, “Me too. Let’s have a soda.” 

888888888888888888888888888888888888888888 

An elderly man was having hearing problems and went 

to see a specialist. The doctor fitted him with some 

hearing aids that brought his hearing back to full 

strength. 

After a few weeks the man came back to make sure the 

new equipment was working properly, which it was. 

The hearing specialist said, “It all seems perfect. Your 

family should be delighted you can hear everything 

now.” 

“Oh no,” the man responded. “I haven’t told any of 

them. I just sit quietly, listening carefully. I’ve changed 

my will four times.” 

8888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888 

Hospital rules state that patients checking out must 

have a wheelchair. 

One day a newly graduated nurse assistant came into 

the room to find an elderly man fully dressed. He was 

sitting on the bedside chair, with a piece of packed lug-

gage at his side, all ready to go. 

When he was shown the wheelchair, he was adamant 

that he was fully capable of walking himself to the 

parking lot. 

But the assistant told him rules were rules, so he re-

lented and let her wheel him out. 

In the elevator, the assistant asked the elderly man if 

his wife was coming to meet him. 

“I don’t think so,” he replied. “It takes her awhile to 

change her clothes, so she’s probably still upstairs in 

the bathroom taking off of her hospital gown and get-

ting dressed.” 

 

 

A man is in bed beside his wife of thirty years. Feeling 

romantic, he says, “I’m about to make you the happiest 

woman on the planet.”  

His wife says, “That's wonderful, Dear. I’ll miss you.” 

8888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888 

A man walked out of the bathroom naked.  

He declared to his wife, “It’s really hot outside, way too 

hot for clothes. What do you suppose our neighbors 

would say if I did all the yard work today in my birth-

day suit?”  

She took one look at him and said, “I know exactly 

what they’d say. That I married you for your money.” 

8888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888 

A guy is ready to leave for the party but his wife is tak-

ing forever. He looks at his watch and yells to the bed-

room, “We’re gonna be late! Are you ready yet?” 

She yells back, “Don’t you ever listen? I’ve told you for 

an hour I’ll be ready in a minute!” 

8888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888 

A man said to his wife, “Hey, guess what? This article 

says that women use twice as many words as men dur-

ing a single day. I always told you that women talk 

more than men.” 

“There’s a good reason for that,” his wife replied. 

“Whatever we say to a man we have to repeat at least 

once.”  The man looked up and said, “What?” 

8888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888 

“Mama, there’s a man at the door,” said little Johnny. 

“He says he’s collecting for senior citizens. Do you think 

we should hide Grandpa?” 

8888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888 

It was the end of the school year and Joey’s mother 

asked: “And were the exam questions difficult?” 

“They weren’t bad at all,” her son replied. “It was the 

answers that gave me all the trouble.” 
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 THE ROVING EYE 

PART - THREE 

On November 14, 2015 the Markham Lions Club celebrated their 72nd Charter Anniversary at the Markham 

Civic Centre. The District Governor Lion Susan Tate and her husband PDG Lion Barry Tate were in attend-

ance. DG Lion Susan presented Long Service Certificates to Lions Al Webber 10 years (top right), Nirmala 

Armstrong 15 Years (bottom left) and Dave Galloway 30 years (bottom right). 

 

 

Charter Night Celebrations 
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THE ROVING EYE 

PART - FOUR 

More photos of our Charter Anniversary 

Celebration. Also present were Lion Tom 

Gordon and his wife Gillian (Top left). 

Also City of Markham representatives, 

Regional Councillor Nirmala Armstrong 

and Ward 4 Councillor Karen Rae (Above) 

presenting Lion President Bryan Gray 

with a Certificate on the behalf of the city 

of Markham 

Charter Night Cont’d 
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OBITUARY 

 

William E. Ilott 

Former Lion Bill Ilott passed on November 16th, one week after his 87th birthday. 

Bill was an Ontario Hydro pensioner as am I (Bill worked in Property division.).  I 

remember Bill at the meetings with a terrific sense of humour.  He gave a two mi-

nute speech on the telephone book.  Sounds pretty droll but was extremely funny.  I 

remember one of the things he raised was “What is the most common name in Mark-

ham.”  Most of us were thinking in terms of Smith or Jones only to find out it was 

Wong.  He also gave a very funny two minute speech on his own name and the varia-

tions people had come up with, such as Flott.  Bill played in the golf tournaments and had one of those short 

swings which amaze me, but it worked well for him..  Bill and Helen were married for 64 years and had three 

daughters.  When the Morgan park pool needed refurbishing the town estimate was overwhelming.  Bill had his 

son-in-law (in the pool business) look at the problem and their estimate was about one-half that of the town.  

When I go by there in the summer and see the children running around I think of that. 

Lion Dave Galloway 

      Rest in Peace 

 

Carl James Wride 

On November 25th former Lion Carl Wride (forty years a Lion.) passed on.  I find this diffi-

cult. When I retired I was often over in the mall early in the morning. Carl would also be 

there and we would walk a few laps and then have a coffee.  Other Lions joined us, at least 

for the coffee.  Then Carl and I talked about golf and decided to go for a game. Carl liked 

the Mill Run executive course and so we went.  The first time the executive course was 

closed for a tournament.  Coming out the door, having just been told this were Lions 

George Miller and Don Rattle. The foursome continued for many years and for Carl and I 

around twenty years. 

When I first joined Lions the fellows used to call Carl the “man from Glad” because the white hair created a sim-

ilarity with a man in a commercial of the time.  Carl was a hard worker and could always be counted on.  He 

worked hard around the house also.  I remember one time when the summer was very hot.  I was spending my 

time in the house to enjoy the air conditioning.  Carl would work outside for half an hour, stop for a drink of wa-

ter and a short rest and be right back at it.  I remember one year that we had both the museum and the antique 

show on the same weekend.  I was on shift at the antique show and asked Carl if he was working at the muse-

um. He said “No, he wasn’t on shift.”  When I finished at the Antique Show I dropped over to the museum to see 

if they had enough people.  They did and Carl was in the middle of them. 

I often rode in Carl’s car and he in mine.  For some reason his car was always significantly cleaner than mine. 

Carl and Eleanor were married for 52 years and had two children – Brian and Lois and I believe four grandchil-

dren. 

Lion Dave Galloway 

      Rest in Peace    
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LOOKING BACK 

Selected LCI Historical Highlights 

1920: Lions Clubs become international by chartering a club in Windsor, Canada. 

1926: Polar explorer and member of the Washington D.C. Lions Club, Admiral Richard E. Byrd, 

Jr. flies over the North Pole and carries the Lions flag with him. He flies over the South Pole later 

that same year. 

1930: Lion George Bonham paints a cane white with a wide red band to aid the visually impaired 

after he witnesses a blind man having trouble crossing the street. 

1931:The first international convention outside of the U.S. is held in Toronto, Ontario, Canada. 

1935: Amelia Earhart, honorary member of the New York City Lions Club, completes a record-

breaking nonstop flight from Los Angeles to Mexico during the Lions Clubs International Conven-

tion in Mexico City. 

1939: Members of the Detroit Uptown Lions Club turn an old Michigan farmhouse into a school to 

train dog guides for the visually impaired, helping to popularize dog guides worldwide. 

1944: The world's first eye bank is created in New York City. Today, most eye banks are Lions-

sponsored. 

1954: After an international contest among Lions, an official motto is chosen: "We Serve." The mot-

to was submitted by Lion D. A. Stevenson of Font Hill, 1977: Lion Jimmy Carter, a peanut farmer 

from Georgia, becomes president of the United States of America. 

1968: The Lions Clubs International Foundation (LCIF) is established. Since its founding, LCIF 

has given more than US$826 million in grants to support the humanitarian work of Lions. 

1986: Mother Teresa accepts the Lions Humanitarian Award. 

1987: The association amends its bylaws and invites women to become members. Women are now 

the fastest growing segment of new members. 

1990: French Lion Michael Baury helps build an electric traction car and races it at a Grand Prix 

event. 

2003: Through SightFirst, Lions and The Carter Center record their 50 millionth river blindness 

treatment. 

2010: The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation contributes US$5 million to the One Shot: One Life 

campaign, and Lions raise more than US$10 million to support measles efforts over the next two 

years. 

2014: Lions launch the Centennial Service Challenge, a global initiative to serve 100 million peo-

ple around the world. 

Lion Dave Galloway 
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THE ROVING EYE 

PART - FIVE  

City of Markham Santa Claus Parade 

On Saturday November 28, 2015 members of the Markham    

Lions Club participated in the 43rd City of Markham Santa 

Claus Parade. These are some of the photos from the parade. 

 


