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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Well I am off for the weekend. We’re not going anywhere special and I 

enjoy these days as I don’t have to listen to that darn alarm clock. For 

those still working, you understand. For those retired, you remember it’s 

that noisy thing that separates you from your pillow and the wonderful 

sleep you were enjoying. How I look forward to the day that my alarm 

clock is obsolete. 

At the start of this Lions year there’s been a push for membership. Oh, 

we’ve heard it before but this year is particularly critical as district 

numbers have dropped below the 1250 level, which apparently has rami-

fications for the whole District. Not the least of which is the District’s 

desire to nominate Lion Tom Gordon from North Newmarket for International Director. If 

there was ever a Lion more deserving of this opportunity, it’s Lion Tom. So we really need to 

work on membership. 

With that been said, as I look at our Club, it is a Lions Club we should be proud of. Better 

than fifty members, in an urban setting where sometime this can be dearth for volunteer ser-

vice organizations. I’ve always said that it appears that service clubs seem to do better in ru-

ral settings as members in these clubs don’t have the time constraints that city living pre-

sents. Our particular group is a very well organized club and it speaks volumes as I look down 

the roster and see no less than seven new members since the start of my President’s Year. 

Not only do we have new members Glenn Park, Roger Pavan and Audrey Daga, we also have 

transfers from other Clubs in Shams Bangash, Scott Young, Lionel Clarke and Aaron Madar. 

To all of you I say thank you for choosing to be a part of our Club. Welcome aboard. 

The District’s membership campaign is for everyone to “Just Ask One.” Being a believer in 

the old adage that you sometimes don’t get something unless you ask. I think back to when I 

joined Lions, it was at the behest of past departed Lion Bob McLellan who up and just asked 

me one day if I wanted to come to a Lions meeting. Nothing fancy, just a simple question. Per-

sonally, at the time I had an inkling that I’d like to be part of a service organization to give 

back to the community, but didn’t know how to go about it. And Lion Bob just asked! I wonder 

how many of your friends, neighbours and relatives are in the same boat. Just waiting to be 

asked. I often wonder if Club member would just pull out a piece of paper and write down a 

list of everyone you know and then go ask. They might just say yes…stranger things have 

happened. 

On a final note, A-16 Convention is coming up at the end of April. I know we have quite a con-

tingent going already, but for newer Lions who have never been to a convention before this is 

an opportunity to meet a lot of other Lions from different Clubs in the District. This year, the 

Convention is again being held at the Pinestone Resort in Haliburton. Awesome place for a 

convention. We’ll all be there to support Lion Ken Drynan as he has put his name in for Re-

gion Chair for 2015-16. 

That’s it for now Lions. Keep doing what you’re doing and let’s all give ourselves a pat on the 

back. Now I’ll go back to contemplate what I can do with this alarm clock when I retire…

perhaps a paper weight? Bye. J 
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EDITORIAL 

 

 

 

 Lion Dave Galloway 

It is not always easy to come up with a topic for this edi-

torial. When I seem to be blank I look at A16, MDA and 

International websites (among other things) to see if I 

can find inspiration.  

This time on the Internatioal site I found the following.  

“Lions SMiLE invites you to post your Lions selfie on 

Twitter, Instagram, Google+ & Tumblr using hashtag #lionsclubselfie. 

Only one rule… the selfie must show the Lions logo! Have fun! – “  

For those of you (if there are any) not familiar with the concept of a 

selfie, it is a picture of yourself taken by holding the camera at arms 

length and snapping the picture. My knowledge of hashtags is even 

worse. According to Wikipedia a hashtag is a type of label or metadata 

tag used on social network and microblogging services which makes it 

easier for users to find messages with a specific theme or content. Users 

create and use hashtags by placing the hash character (or number sign 

#) in front of a word or unspaced phrase, either in the main text of a 

message or at the end. Searching for that hashtag will then present 

each message that has been tagged with it.  

I suspect we need a little more effort to understand that. I have not 

used any of the websites listed: Twitter, Instagram, Google+ etc. By the 

way, the term hashtag was added to the Oxford English dictionary in 

June 2014.  

Nevertheless I am happy to see this initiative. When I was Club Presi-

dent, the International Director at the A16 convention (hosted by Mark-

ham) told us that Lions was the best run organization being run by 

1920’s methods. He went on to say an increase in fees was needed to 

update our methods to modern management practise. One of these 

practises was the application of computers. The fee increase was grant-

ed. International has not only caught up to me but has passed me.  

Nevertheless some things we thought of and didn’t follow through with 

would probably now be simple. For example, when I was membership 

Director we discussed whether we could easily produce an album with 

the individual pictures of all the members to give to new members at 

induction. As I recall when I joined I had about 65 names to learn. It 

took a while and in those days my memory worked better. It might be 

impossible now. Now-a-days we could just ask everyone for a selfie. 

These could be put together and published in the bulletin.  

When one sees these changes, one wonders what other things 

(computerwise) are happening out there that could be applied to make 

the club stronger and more fun. We might get a lot of followers if we 

published some good jokes. To that end –  

Most people believe that if it ain’t broke don’t fix it. Engineers believe 

that if it ain’t broke, it doesn’t have enough features.  
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BITS & BYTES / PRESENTATION 

Up-Coming Events: 

 A16 Convention, April 24-26, 2015 at the Pinestone Resort, Haliburton, Ontario. 

 Thornhill Lions Club Gala, May 1, 2015 at Le Parc Banquet Facilities. $85.00/person (all inclusive). 

 Markham Lions Club Golf Tournament July 11, 2015 at Cherry Downs. 

 Purina Walk for Dog Guides May 31, 2015 Assemble at Grace Anglican Church Parking area 19 Parkway 

Ave at 1:00 pm. Walk at 2:00 pm. 

 MDA Convention May 22 - 24, 2015 at the Ambassador Hotel & Conference Centre, Kingston, Ontario. 

 

On February 19, 2015 at the the regular meeting the District 

Governor presented Long Service Pins to the following: 

Lion John Bell - 10 years        Lion Bill Hosking - 20 years 

Lion Larry Tod - 10 years        Lion Carl Vanseader - 35 years  

Lion Mandy Galloway - 10 years     Lion Don Way - 50 years 

Lion Ken Harris - 15 years 

Lion Bruce Marshall - 15 years 

Lion Grace Medland - 15 years 

Long Service Pins Presentation 
 

In the photo L - R: 

DG Lion Eleanor Colwell, Lion Ken 

Harris, Lion Larry Tod, Lion John 

Bell and Lion Grace Medland 

 

In the Photo above Lion President 

Mike Hiatt (Centre) presented Long 

Service Pins to Lion Carl Vanseader 

(Left) and Lion Bill Hosking (Right) 
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PRESENTATIONS 

 

  

District Governor Visit 

On February 19, 2015 District Governor Lion Eleanor Colwell 

made her official visit to the Markham Lions Club regular 

meeting. Her presentation consisted of the  message: Four - 

legged Lions are king of the jungle world, two - legged Lions 

are king in the service Club world. (LCI Website). DG Eleanor 

reminded us about LCI goals to perform 100 million acts of 

service to the community by 2017. Her personal project     

Children of Camp Kirk is progressing well. 

Above Lion Carolyn Stephenson present-

ed the District Governor with a donation 

from MLC towards her project Children 

of Camp Kirk. 

On the right the District Governor Lion Eleanor 

Colwell presented 1st Vice President Lion Bryan 

Gray (right) with the Governor’s Pin.at the regular 

meeting on February 19. 
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INDUCTION/PRESENTATIONS  

 

 

At the regular meeting held on March 5, 2015 Audrey Daga 

was inducted as a new member of the Markham Lions Club. 

Her sponsorer was Lion Thelma Stephens. 

In the Photo above L - R: Membership Director Lion Bill 

Dewberry. Lion Thelma Stephens and Lion Audrey Daga. 

Congratulations and a warm welcome to Lion Audrey. 

New Member Induction 

Code 4Armour 

On March 19, 2015 at the regular meeting of 

the Markham Lions Club Mr. Frank Dion 

made a presentation on Code 4Armour med-

ical assist bracelet which stores medical in-

formation on individuals who, in a medical 

emergency, cannot speak for themselves. 

The web base information can be access by a 

smart phone and authorized medical person-

nel. The bracelet cost $20 and there is a reg-

istration fee of $48 per year. This could be a 

potential fundraiser for the Club. 

Past Council Chair Visit Markham 

In the photo on the right is Past Council Chair Lion Tom 

Gordon who was invited to the Club to make a presenta-

tion on the Club Excellence Award process that was initi-

ated by LCI. The process involved four workshops ses-

sions resulting in four long term goals for the Club. A 

workshop is planned for April 11, 2015 in New Market, 

Ontario and the presenter will be Lion Larry Bell. Some 

of the Markham Lions Club members will be attending.  
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THE ROVING EYE 

PART - ONE 

    

Lions In Barbados 

While visiting Barbados on holiday Lion Mark Carrington took time to attend 2 Lions Clubs meeting. The first 

meeting was highlighted with a visit from the District Governor Lion Isaac Solomon who at the time was con-

ducting audits of two Clubs, Barbados South Lions Club and Barbados Central Lions Club. Above (Left) the 

District Governor Lion Solomon is making his presentation to the membership of both Clubs. 

In the photo on the right the District Governor Li-

on Isaac Solomon presented Lion Arthur Codogan 

with a Long Service pin and letter from LCI for 50 

Years of service as a Lion. 

The second meeting was on March 9, 2015. Above Lion 

President Haldene Dottin (Right) of the Barbados South 

Lions Club is  presenting Lion Mark Carrington (visiting 

from Canada) with a visitor’s kit. Many thanks to Lion 

President Dottin and his membership for the warm Lion 

welcome.  
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THE LIGHTER SIDE 

A salesman is driving toward home in Northern Arizo-

na when he sees a Navajo man hitchhiking. Because 

the trip had been long and quiet, he stops the car and 

the Navajo man climbs in. 

During their small talk, the Navajo man glances sur-

reptitiously at a brown bag on the front seat between 

them. 

"If you're wondering what's in the bag," offers the 

salesman, "it's a bottle of wine. I got it for my wife." 

The Navajo man is silent for awhile, nods several 

times and says, "Good trade." 

 

The class assignment in composition was to write 

about something unusual that happened during the 

past week. Little Irving got up to read his. "Papa fell 

in the well last week - " he began. "Good heavens," 

shrieked Mrs. Kroop, the teacher. "Is he all right 

now?" "He must be," said little Irving. "He stopped 

yelling for help yesterday." 

 

Deep within a forest, a little turtle began to climb a 

tree. After hours of effort, he reached the top, jumped 

into the air waving his front legs and crashed to the 

ground. After recovering, he slowly climbed the tree 

again, jumped, and fell to the ground. The turtle tried 

again and again, while a couple of birds sitting on a 

branch watched his sad efforts. Finally, the female 

bird turned to her mate. "Dear," she chirped, "I think 

it's time to tell him he's adopted." 

 

A man comes home from an exhausting day at work, 

plops down on the couch in front of the television, and 

tells his wife, "Get me a beer before it starts." The wife 

sighs and gets him a beer. Fifteen minutes later, he 

says, "Get me another beer before it starts." She looks 

cross, but fetches another beer and slams it down next 

to him. He finishes that beer and a few minutes later 

says, "Quick, get me another beer, it's going to start 

any minute." The wife is furious. She yells at him "Is 

that all you're going to do tonight? Drink beer and sit 

in front of that TV? You're nothing but a lazy, drunk-

en, fat slob, and furthermore ..." The man sighs and 

says, "It's started ..." 

A completely inebriated man was stumbling down the 

street with one foot on the curb and one foot in the 

gutter. A cop pulled up and said, "I've got to take you 

in, pal. You're obviously drunk." 

Our wasted friend asked, "Officer, are ya absolutely 

sure I'm drunk?" 

"Yeah, buddy, I'm sure," said the copper. "Let's go." 

Breathing a sigh of relief, the wino said, "Thank good-

ness, I thought I was crippled."  

 

Finding one of her students making faces at others on 

the playground, Ms. Smith stopped to gently repri-

mand the child. Smiling sweetly, the Sunday school 

teacher said, "Johnny, when I was a little girl, I was 

told if that I made ugly faces, it would freeze and I 

would stay like that." Little Johnny looked up and re-

plied, "Well, Ms Smith, you can't say you weren't 

warned." 

 

A new teacher was trying to make use of her psycholo-

gy courses. She started her class by saying, "Everyone 

who thinks they're stupid, stand up!" After a few sec-

onds, Little Johnny stood up. The teacher said, "Do 

you think you're stupid, Little Johnny?" "No, ma'am, 

but I hate to see you standing there all by yourself!" 

 

The car won't start," aid a wife to her husband. "I 

think there's water in the carburettor." 

"How do you know?" said the husband scornfully. "You 

don't even know what the carburettor is." 

"I'm telling you," repeated the wife, "I'm sure there's 

water in the carburettor." 

"We'll see," mocked the husband. "Let me check it out. 

Where's the car?" 

"In the swimming pool."  

 

Three old guys are out walking. 

First one says, "Windy, isn't it?" 

Second one says, "No, its Thursday!" 

Third one says, "So am I. Let's go get a beer." 
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LOOKING BACK 

 

 

 LOOKING BACK  

 

April 9, 1959  

ACTIVITIES – Bill Rutledge reported on the carnival, Garden Brothers will bring a circus and look after all 

arrangemnts.  

May 14, 1959  

ACTIVITIES -- Circus plans underway. Enthusiasm needed. Publicity has and will be provided.  

June 11, 1959  

ACTIVITIES – Inserts to be placed in Circus folders. Secretary to write the Secretary of Aginclourt and Scar-

borough clubs re permission to sell tickets. It was agreed a package charge of 25 cents be made. (Bill Coleman 

Chairman) Can pay 35 cents extra at the gate for a reserved (better) seat.  

June 22, 1959  

SPECIAL DIRECTOR’S MEETING.  

(Three Stouffville Lions were present.)  

A special meeting was held to discuss the Garden Circus. Lion Bill Rutledge gave a report. Our $250 cheque is 

secure.  

A police officer along with Lion Bill Rutledge, Don Hindson, Ben Gayman, and two Stouffville Lions went to 

Woodbridge to try to locate Mr. Garden.  

Ted Bourion will prepare an announcement for the newspaper with alternatives – Circus is on OR Sorry, but –  

A further meeting will be held at the Bank of Nova Scotia on Tuesday, June 23  

June 23, 1959  

SPECIAL DIRECTOR’S MEETING..  

Bill Rutledge reported that Mr. Garden is returning our cheque. The circus is cancelled.  

Moved by Ted Scaysbrook, seconded by Gord Duncan we place a garnishee on Garden’s account. Carried.  

Moved by Tim Leishman, seconded by A. Laidlaw a notice be placed in the newspaper re cancellation or refund. 

Stouffville Lions Club to be included in the advertisement. Carried.  

Moved by Ted Scaysbrook, seconded by Gord Penny, that the child that sells 10 tickets get a 50 cent refund. 

Carried.  

There was a discussion regarding a carnival or dance in August.  

Moved by Bert Cassidy, seconded by D. Rose we do not have a street dance this year. Carried.  

Bill Rutledge agreed to investigate a horseman show or rodeo for September.  

A donation to the fair board was discussed. Les Beare to investigate.  
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DISTRICT A16 - ZONE 18 WEST 

District A16 Lions Clubs Update- Zone 18 West 

 

Zone Chairperson         Region Chairperson 

Lion Ken Drynan         Lion Debbie Dawson 

 

 

The Lions year is approaching Convention Season, and we need new Lions members NOW.  District A-16 has 

1216 members as of March 25, 2015, and our objective is to reach 1250 plus members by Convention time.  

With the determined efforts of 52 Lions Clubs, this can surely be achieved.  Do the math, one new member for 

each Club!  I am very confident that the seven Lions Clubs that constitute Zone 18 West will deliver their 

share of members, and more. 

Thank you Markham Lions Club for your nomination and support in my quest to be your Region Chairper-

son, Region 18, in 2015-2016. This is the only position that will be contested in District A-16.  I remain opti-

mistic because of the enthusiastic encouragement from MLC members.   

To date, visiting the Zone 18E Clubs has been a lot of fun. They are a very sociable group of Lions, casual, 

relaxed and different.  For example, one Club politely suggested I file my campaign pitch, and just discuss 

Lionism.  Thirty minutes of Q/A discussion followed. The questions were penetrating, the honesty was re-

freshing, and the time was very well spent. It was an interesting communications exchange. Perhaps Zone 18 

W Clubs could try this format? 

Another visit to the Durham Region occurred on St Patrick’s Day. The Lions had a private room at a local 

restaurant.  The costumes were hilarious, more guests than members, and the Caesar salad and chicken 

wings hit the spot for $12.00.  Another idea here?  

There was more fun at the Lioness Meeting on February 9th in Newmarket. I won’t mention who attended 

from MLC, but I will say we had a good time.  Lioness President Karen Jackson is a caring, charming, deter-

mined Lioness, and a wonderful speaker.  You can hear Lioness Karen at the forthcoming District A-16 Con-

vention. 

I’m anticipating a large contingent of Lions from Zone 18 West at the Convention, scheduled for April 24/26 

in Haliburton.  Insider’s tip, don’t miss the OYRH hospitality suite. An overflow crowd is now anticipated, 

and the host Minden and District Lions Club members are working hard.  

This is a busy time of year for all Lions. A Membership Open House event is scheduled; a Club Excellence 

Program will focus on leadership; there are LCI Webinars right at your desk.  Lions Clubs everywhere are 

planning for spring and summer fund raising and service events.  Be it a dinner dance, street festival, car 

rally or golf tournament, the opportunities are numerous, and should appeal to a wide range of interests.  

Serving others is very rewarding.   

ZC 18W Ken 
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THE ROVING EYE 

PART - TWO 

Markham Lions Charity Golf Tournament    

July 11, 2015 $175/player        Proceeds to 

Cherry Downs Golf Club 12:30PM  

2110 Concession Road 7, Pickering, ON  

Special Guest: NHL Goalie Dave Dryden  

Markham Lions Contact: 

Barry MacDonald 647-234-7409  

e-mail barry.macdonald@bariccontinuity.com  

Larry Tod 416-559-2027  

e-mail larry.tod@rogers.com  

Lunch, Buffet Dinner, Silent Auction and Prizes  

 

    Sponsorship Packages 

 PACKAGE #1 - Corporate Sponsor $900   PACKAGE #4 - Door Prize/Raffle Sponsor 

Package Includes:       Provide Your Choice of Gift (s) for Raffle/ 

 One Complimentary Foursome (value $700)    Door Prize (Value $100) 

 Name and Logo Signage on one Tee    Name & Logo Signage at Dinner 

 Recognition in Handout and all Correspondence   Recognition in Handout to Participants 

PACKAGE #2 - Hole Sponsor $100   PACKAGE #5 - Gift Table Sponsor 

 Sponsor One or More Golf Hole ($100/Hole)   Provide Your Choice of Gift (s) for the Prize  

 Name and Logo signage on One Tee    Table 

 Recognition in Handout and all Correspondence   Recognition in Handout to Participants 

PACKAGE #3 - Silent Auction Sponsor   PACKAGE #6 - Gift Bag Sponsor 

 Provide Your Choice of Silent Auction Items (Value $300+)  Provide Your Choice to go in Gift Bag for  All 

 Name & Logo Signage at Dinner     Golfers 

 Recognition in Handout and all Correspondence   Recognition in Handout to Participants 
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BITS & BYTES 

PART - TWO 

 

The Markham Lions Club is hosting a walk in Markham again this year. The Assemble location for dog 

walkers will be at Grace Anglican Church, 19 Parkway Avenue, Markham. Registration Time is 1:00 pm 

and the walk will start at 2:00 pm. Donations can be made on line to the Lions Foundation of Canada or 

through the Markham Lions Club. Pledge Forms are available 

  You may contact Mark Carrington at 905 472-1188 for any enquires. 

 

Lion Ken Drynan  

Is your Candidate for Region Chairperson 

Region 18, 2015 - 2016 

Lion Ken is committed to serving the Community 
and  

Making a difference in the lives of those who are 
less fortunate than ourselves 

Lion Ken is seeking your Club support when you Vote 

at the A16 Convention April 24 to 26, 2015 at the 

Pinestone Resort in Haliburton, Ont.                                   

  SEE YOU THERE! 

Ask One in April and Be Recognized  

Ask One is a small step that can make a big difference in your membership efforts. And when you Ask One 

friend, family member or neighbor to join your club in April, you can earn special recognition. Invite a member 

to join your club in April and you'll receive a Membership Growth Award Pin!  LCI
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THE ROVING EYE 

PART - THREE 
 

On February 17, 2015 members of the Markham Lions cooked up and served a sumptuous Irish Stew meal 

to the seniors residents at 20 Water Street. The residents were entertained and from all accounts everyone 

had a great meal and a good time. Above are the many Lions who cooked and served the luncheon. 

    St Patrick’s Day Luncheon 


