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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

My year as President has come and gone it seemed in a flash. One 

wonders where has the time gone. In my opinion there is still lots 

more to be done by Lions in this community. 

First and foremost I am pleased that we were able to complete the 

purchased of the hospital bed as part of the Markham Stouffville 

Hospital (MSH) Buy a Bed program. This effort was made possible 

by a tremendous amount of hard work by many Lion by putting 

their heads together and supporting this very worthwhile cause. 

This donation is significant in the life of the Markham Lions Club 

to the extent that the Club has now contributed in excess of $130K 

to the Markham Stouffville Hospital. 

There were many other successful events that were held during the year. The Cruise 

raffle draw, the Dog Walk for DogGuides, our support to the Air Cadets, contributions 

to DogGuides, Camp Kirk, students at various High Schools, serving of lunch on St 

Patrick’s Day to seniors, MSH and Markhaven BBQ.  They would not have been as 

successful without the able assistance of many Lions contribution to the success of the 

projects. 

Other major achievements were the success of the Vision and Hearing Screening at 

various Elementary Schools in the area. Approximately 8 Schools were tested this 

year and many Schools have expressed their desire for the Club to return and conduct 

more testing in the future. 

Also, a number of Lions received awards issued by the Government Of Ontario for 

their many years of volunteer service especially Lion Tom Goldring who received an 

award for 50 years of volunteer service in the community. This is a tremendous 

achievement for anyone individual. 

Other achievements that were made possible this year were the presentation of two 

awards to two deserving Lions. At our 2012 Charter Night celebration Lion Larry Tod 

was presented with the Melvin Jones Fellowship for his outstanding work with the  

Club. Lion Ken Drynan received the Judge Brian Stephenson  award for his dedicated 

work not only with the Cruise Raffle and the Dog Walk for DogGuides but other      

major events. 

George McKelvey also did some outstanding work planning the Social and Convention 

activities throughout the year including flower sales. He did a great job. 

Last but not least I would like to express my sincere thanks to my Vice Presidents, 

Committee Chairs and all others who were in charge of projects/events and who as-

sisted in any way to make this year the success that we achieved.  

Lion Ken Drynan is the incoming President for 2013/2014 and I am sure he will give 

of his best to make MLC the best it can be. Thank you all Lions and God Bless. 
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EDITORIAL 

 

 Lion Dave Galloway 

 

 The following is from the Lions Internation-

al website. I assumed prior to reading it that 

there was nothing new for a Lion such as my-

self who has 27 years of membership but I 

was wrong. I thought then that I would put it 

here for others to check their knowledge.  

The Lions Name  

On June 17, 1917 at the invitation of Melvin Jones, delegates met 

in Chicago. The only point of contention was the selection of a name 

for the new organization. Melvin Jones researched the idea of call-

ing the new organization Lions. He was convinced that the lion 

stood for strength, courage, fidelity and vital action. On a secret bal-

lot the name Lions was chosen over several others.  

The Lions Emblem  

At the 1919 convention, there was a move to change the symbol, but 

a young attorney from Denver, Colorado rose to speak. His name 

was Halsted Ritter. "The name Lions stands not only for fraternity, 

good fellowship, strength of character and purpose, but above all, its 

combination of L-I-O-N-S heralds to the country the true meaning 

of citizenship: LIBERTY, INTELLIGENCE, OUR NATION'S SAFE-

TY."  

The January 1931 issue of THE LION Magazine featured this inter-

pretation of the association's name:  

Our name was not selected at random, neither was it a coined 

name. From time immemorial, the lion has been the symbol of all 

that was good, and because of the symbolism that name was chosen. 

Four outstanding qualities – Courage, Strength, Activity and Fideli-

ty – had largely to do with the adoption of the name. The last men-

tioned of these qualities, Fidelity, has a deep and peculiar signifi-

cance for all Lions. The lion symbol has been a symbol of Fidelity 

through the ages and among all nations, ancient and modern. It 

stands for loyalty to a friend, loyalty to a principle, loyalty to a duty, 

loyalty to a trust.  

The emblem consists of a gold letter "L" on a circular area. Border-

ing this is a circular area with two Lion profiles facing away from 

the center. The word "Lions" appears at the top and "International" 

at the bottom. The Lions face both past and future – showing both 

pride of heritage and confidence in the future.  

 

     Continued on page 9 
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BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

 

Lion Ian Oliver 
Lion Gord Case 

Lion Alan Webber 
Lion Clare Quesnel 

Lion Ken Tranter 
Lion Bruce Marshall 

Lions Mandy & Dave Galloway 

Lion John Bell 
Lion Barry MacDonald Lion Bill Milligan 

 

Lion Ken Tranter 

 



PAGE 4 JUNGLE  TALK  JUNE 2013  

 

 

PRESENTATIONS 

 

 

  

On June 6, 2013 District Governor Lion Tom Gordon (Above Right) presented Lion Tom Goldring Of The 

Markham Lions Club with the Monarch Milestone Chevron Award from LCI for 50 years of service volun-

teering  as a lion. Lion Tom Goldring also received The Government of Ontario Award. 

50 Years of Volunteering  

Volunteer  

Service 

Award:  

On the left Li-

on Bill Milli-

gan received 

his Ontario 

Voulnteer Ser-

vice Award for 

15 years of 

Volunteer ser-

vice. 

 

 
Lion Grace Medland presenting a plaque to Lion 

President Mark Carrington which was received 

from the Unionville and Markham Minor Hockey 

Association in recognition & appreciation of the 

Markham Lions Club sponsorship.  
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THE ROVING EYE  

PART - ONE 

 

The MDA Convention, Around the World in Four Days, was hosted by District A16 May 30 to June 2, 

2013 at the Sheraton Parkway Hotel, Richmond Hill Ontario. 

International Guest of Honour at the Convention was First Vice President LCI, Barry Palmer NSW 

Australia (Far left). On the right are lions and guests who attended the Banquet at the Convention. 

During the Banquet First Vice President LCI, Barry Palmer gave out  The Global Leader in Humani-

tarian Service Banners to several Lions including to Lion Peter Bissonnette from Niagra-on-the-Lake 

Lions Club for 62 years of service, and the youngest Lion in the room. The youngest Lion was Lion 

Grace Medland of the Markham Lions Club, grandson, Ryan Wheatley of the Lindsay Lions Club.   

Lion Palmer also inducted a young Lion on the night. 

LOOK WHAT I GOT! 

At the MDA Convention Banquet LCI 

First Vice President, Lion Barry 

Palmer who is from New South Wales, 

Australia met an identified two other 

Lions from Australia and he present-

ed them with Lions Global Leader in 

Humanitarian Service Banners. Our 

own Lion Ken Drynan was one of the 

Lions of Australian origin. 

On the right Lion Ken Drynan with 

his lovely wife Elaine is on top of the 

world when his name was announced.  
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THE ROVING EYE 

PART - TWO 

 

Markham Stouffville Hospital Barbeque 

Lions busy cooking Hamburgers 

Lion Larry taking time for a photo-op 

Lion Ken Tranter, BBQ coordinator (Far Right) is either 

giving instructions or socializing. 

Live Band entertaining at MSH BBQ 

 



PAGE 7 JUNGLE  TALK  JUNE 2013  

 

 

THE LIGHTER SIDE 

This is the story of the blonde flying in a two-seater 

airplane with just the pilot. He has a heart attack and 

dies. She, frantic, calls out a May Day. "May Day! May 

Day! Help me! Help me! My pilot had a heart attack 

and is dead. And I don't know how to fly. Help me! 

Please help me!" She hears a voice over the radio say-

ing: "This is Air Traffic Control and I have you loud 

and clear. I will talk you through this and get you back 

on the ground. I've had a lot of experience with this 

kind of problem. 'Now, just take a deep breath. Every-

thing will be fine! Now give me your height and posi-

tion." She says, "I'm 5'4" and I support Obama." "O.K." 

says the voice on the radio.... "Repeat after me: Our 

Father. Who art in Heaven. ... . .." 

 

Bloke at a horse race whispers to Paddy next to him, 

"do you want the winner of the next race?" 

Paddy replies "no tanks, I've only got a small garden." 

 

Paddy and Mick found 3 hand grenades and decided to 

take them to the police station. 

Mick "What if one explodes before we get there?" 

Paddy: "We'll lie and say we only found two!" 

 

Paddy finds a sandwich with two wires stickin out of 

it. He phones the police and says I've just found a 

sandwich dat looks like a bomb." 

The operator asks, "is it tickin?, Paddy says "No I tink 

it's beef" 

 

Paddy says to Mick, "Christmas is on a Friday this 

year" 

Mick says "Let's hope it's not the 13th." 

 

Paddy's in the bathroom and Murphy shouts to him. 

"Did you find the shampoo?"  

Paddy says, "Yes but it's for dry hair and I've just wet 

mine." 

  

Paddy says to Mick - I'm ready for a holiday, only this 

year I'm going to do it a bit different. 3 years ago I 

went to Spain and Mary got pregnant. 2 years ago I 

went to Italy and Mary got pregnant. Last year I went 

to Majorca and Mary got pregnant." 

Mick asks - So what are you going to do this year?." 

Paddy replies, - I'll take her with me!" 

Prince Charles and the Hooker   

Prince Charles decided to take up walking every day. 

At the same street corner he passed, a hooker was 

standing there every day. 

He learned to brace himself as he approached her for 

what was almost certain to follow. 

"One hundred and fifty pounds!" she'd shout. 

"No! Five pounds!" he said from the side of his mouth, 

just to shut her up. 

This ritual between him and the hooker became a daily 

occurrence. She'd yell, "One hundred and fifty pounds!" 

He'd yell back, "Five pounds!" 

One day, Camilla decided to accompany her husband. 

As the couple neared the hooker's corner, Prince 

Charles realized she'd bark her Â£150 offer and Camil-

la would wonder what he'd really been doing on all his 

past outings. He figured he'd better have a good expla-

nation for his wife. 

As they neared the hooker’s corner he became even 

more apprehensive than usual. Sure enough, there she 

stood. He tried to avoid eye contact as she watched the 

pair pass.  

Then, the hooker yelled:  

"See what you get for five pounds, you cheap bastard!" 
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 PRESENTATION  

TO MSH 

Presentation to Markham Stouffville Hospital 

L - R: 1st Vice-President Lion Ken Drynan, Janet Beed, President & CEO of the MHS, Lion      

President Mark  Carrington and Donna Doherty, MSH. 

 

On June 18, 2013, nineteen members of the Markham Lions Club prepared and served a Barbeque 

Lunch to approximately 600 staff members at the Markham Stouffville Hospital (MSH). Lions 

served up 550 to 600 hamburgers, 42 cartoons of potato salad and 38 containers of coleslaw. In ad-

dition, Lion President Mark Carrington presented  Janet Beed, President & CEO of the Markham 

Stouffville Hospital with a cheque for $10,000.00 towards the purchase of a Hospital bed. The 

money was raised from donations from members, a Gala event and part of the proceeds of a Cruise 

Raffle draw.  

The donation to the Hospital Buy a Bed Campaign was part of Lion President Mark Carrington 

mandate for his year 2012/2013 as President. 
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LIONS INTERNATIONAL & OTHER 

ARTICLES 

 NETCASTS 

Membership Division conducts Netcasts on important membership topics each month.  Netcasts are web-

based forums designed to be interactive.  Lions are able to ask questions of the panelists and share success 

stories of their own.  The goal is to provide an opportunity for Lions to learn and motivate each other.  We 

encourage you to pass along this information to your club members and promote their participation.  

Topic 

July 31, 201310 a.m. – 11 a.m. (CDT)  Register   

Just Ask! Although the concept is simple – just ask community members to join –it's important to ensure 

your club is ready to invite and welcome new members and manage club growth. Attend this Netcast to 

learn about the new Just Ask! New Member Recruiting Guide so you are successful when you're ready to 

ask.   

August 6, 201312 p.m. – 1 p.m. (CDT)  Register   

Club Membership Chairperson Hear from Incoming President Palmer and experienced club membership 

chairpersons about the role of the membership chairperson and the revamped responsibilities and resources 

outlined in the new Club Membership Chairperson Guide.   

September 25, 20132 p.m. – 3 p.m. (CDT)  Register   

Membership Satisfaction Learn about the importance of membership satisfaction, as outlined in the new 

Membership Satisfaction Guide, to ensure your members feel welcome, comfortable and involved in commu-

nity service so they remain part of your club for a long time.   

Valedictorian Presentations 

Each year the Markham Lions Club sponsors three Schools by presenting outstanding 

students with Valedictorian Awards at Markham District High School, Bur Oak Second-

ary School and Brother `Andre Catholic High School. This year was no different, Lions 

Grace Medland, Chair of  Youth Services and Jim Doak attended Graduation Ceremonies 

at each School and Lion Grace presented individual students with Valedictorian Awards. 

All the schools expressed their thanks and appreciation to the Markham Lions Club for 

their consideration. 

Editorial Cont’d from Page 2 

Official Colors  

Pantone Matching System (PMS) is a popular color matching system used by the printing industry to print 

spot colors. Most applications that support color printing allow you to specify colors by indicating the Pan-

tone name or number. This assures that you get the right color when the file is printed, even though the 

color may not look right when displayed on your monitor. The following are specified Pantone colors for Li-

on logos:  
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THE ROVING EYE 

PART - THREE 

 

Air Cadet Squadron #883 Ceremonial Review 

On Sunday June 9, 2013 Air Commodore 

Leonard Birchall Squadron #883 held their 

2nd Annual Ceremonial Review at the Mark-

ham Village Arena Hwy 7 & Markham Rd. 

Lion Carl Young was the Reviewing Officer. 

Above he is making his feature address of the 

day. 

Many Lions and their wives were present for 

the event. In the photo top right; Lions Tim & 

Nirmala Armstrong, Grace Medland and Jim 

& Carem Doak. Bottom right; Lions Ken Dry-

nan, Ken Tranter, Dick Peel and Fred Sheehy. 

Monica Peel and Lorna Sheehy not shown. 

Lion President mark Carrington was present 

busy taking photos.  
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LOOKING BACK 

 Looking Back - On the Life on Ron McVey  

Ron was born in Bebington, in Northwest England on the bank of the river Mersey overlooking the city of 

Liverpool. He was raised by his grandmother during the depression and WW2. In the thick of the action, he 

and his grandmother would spend most nights in the air raid shelters. Although some houses on their street 

were levelled there’s was spared.  

At eleven he had two paper routes (morning and evening). He collected the money on Saturdays after the 

morning round, a job he detested. His earnings were handed over to his grandmother without a thought of 

spending it on himself.  

He joined the boy scout movement and adhered to their principals all his life.  

At 14 Ron got a full time job as office boy in Van den Bergh’s and Jurgen’s ltd, a founding division of Unile-

ver. At 16 he started a five years apprenticeship in Mechanical Engineering. There was one day and one 

evening a week schooling plus four days of on-the-job training. After the war his grandmother died and he 

went to live with an Uncle and Aunt for the next four years. After which he resided in Boarding houses.  

At seventeen an industrial accident took the sight of his right eye. At eighteen he was told his job was vitalto 

the war effort and he would not be called up until he was 21. This was a disappointment as all his friends 

were in the service. At 21 he was a journeyman making decent money. When called up, all of the tests for the 

air force were passed but he was rejected because of his one eye. During this period he met his wife Mavis 

(“the best thing to ever happen to me.”) Married in February 1952, they left for Canada three days later. 

What a honeymoon, bunk beds and both of us were sick as a dog for the whole voyage to New York. They 

were met at Toronto Union Station by a work acquaintance of Mavis’s who had arranged accommodation in 

downtown Toronto. To their surprise the streets were made of wood -- the subway was being constructed.  

Both managed to get jobs a few days after arrival. As he had worked for them in England, Ron applied to 

Lever Brothers. He landed a job with subsidiary Bird’s Eye frozen foods. After three days he was promoted to 

foreman. After five days he had a medical and they refused to hire him because of his one eye. A few days lat-

er he landed a job in Willowdale as a packaging equipment mechanic with Packing Equipment Service Com-

pany. However sales dwindled when one partner died and he moved on to former client Parkhust Products. 

Here he became Plant Superintendent and became responsible for building a new plant in Don Mills. He then 

became a packaging Superintendent at R.M. Hollingshead in Bomanville.  

During this period Ron and Mavis bought a house in Scarborough and had three children. After a few years 

he looked for a job closer to home and landed one with Cheseborough Ponds in Markham. While with Chese-

borough the company expanded rapidly through purchase of other companies. The family moved to Markham 

and Ron became a scout leader again, got involved in politics, various church activities, chaired the town’s 

Centennial committee, was President of the Toronto Industrial Management Clubs of Canada and became a 

member of the Markham Lions Club of which he was a member for thirty years. Itchy feet resulted in a move 

to Helena Rubenstein. They built a new plant in Streetsville for which Ron was totally responsible. Colgate 

Palmolive bought Helena Rubenstein and Ron decided to move again. He joined Consumer and Corporate 

Affairs as a packaging and labelling Specialist. He stayed there for twenty years and retirement.  

The position he had was busy and interesting . It was his job to see that certain label information was in 

French and that metric declarations of quantity were indicated on specific label locations. He met with Indus-

trial Associations, large manufacturers, legal groups, etc to explain the legislation in detail.   

      

           Continued on page 12 
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BITS & BYTES 

society with nothing, no family, no health card, no credit card, no money, not even toiletries, and their sub-

sequent transition through hope, faith, counseling, and remarkable courage. With sadness tinged with hu-

mour and  personal experiences, Garry held the members’ attention throughout his presentation. 

Brad, an IT professional in his former life, offered his personnel experiences as a “number” in the system, 

and his determination to rebuild for the future. An eloquent, thoughtful individual was very evident. 

Justin was equally confident of the future, and described his self evaluation process in excruciating detail.  

Smiling, Justin asked if perhaps we were all guilty, but had never been caught?  His impact on the audi-

ence was immediately apparent. Lion Jim Doak thanked all speakers, and presented Garry with a dona-

tion on behalf of the Bridge Organization. 

 

Garry Glowacki, (Centre) 

Executive Director of the 

The Bridge, the main guest 

speaker along with guests 

Brad (L) and Justin (R) ad-

dressed the Markham Lions 

Club at their Regular Meet-

ing on June 6, 2013. Garry 

described this organisation 

as  a volunteer prison minis-

try based in Brampton, On-

tario, and outlined the ser-

vices offered by The Bridge 

to individuals being dis-

charged from penitentiary 

institutions. Garry de-

scribed a dispirited and 

largely defeated group of 

citizens as  they re-enter  

The Bridge 

Looking Back Cont’d from Page 11 

 He became an expert in the Consumer Packaging and Labelling Act and regulations thereto. The variety of false claims 

and the huge type of products on which these claims were made kept him busy. He retired in 1994 and soon after the gov-

ernment asked him to rewrite the training manuals. This took a year of 10 hour days. He continued to be asked to render 

an opinion or interpretation.  

Twelve years ago Ron and Mavis moved to London to be closer to their daughter and two grandchildren. They have three 

children and three grandchildren.  

Shortly before passing he resigned as Secretary of the Middlesex Kiwanis Club, a position he held for ten years. Until 

recently he was a member and trustee of the Bequest and Endowment fund.  

Mavis and Ron had been married for 61 years. Both were/are proud Canadians. 


