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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Issue No. 3

Lion President Carolyn

As the year 2017 seems to be moving along so fast (we were just
starting to enjoy the beautiful hot summer weather) so too is the
Lion's year and already we are talking about the Markham Fair.
It must be October.  I trust you each had an opportunity to
enjoy all that the Summer had to offer. I would  like to use this
opportunity to thank those who kept things going - Lions
continually at work - Lion Barry and his team for another

successful Golf Tournament. Thank you members and friends for making it possible
for us to contribute 75 bedkits to Sleeping Children Around the World, (SCAW).
To Lion Ken Moon and his team  (plus a team from the hospital) who served 1,000
staff  members at the annual MSH BBQ. Thank You.

This year we are embarking on another Western Caribbean Cruise Raffle in support of
Dog Guides Canada, Lions Clubs Camp Kirk Foundation and Markham Stouffville
Hospital. I encourage members to contribute by assisting Lion Ken Drynan and his
committee, in the successful selling of tickets. We can do this.

To Lion Jim Doak for leading us through the LCI Centennial Service Project (planting
of 100 trees for 100 years in Lionism) at the Carmen Lewis Park on Saturday the 23rd
of September where 33 Members from 6 clubs (11 from MLC) worked in conjunction
with members of the City Parks to make this the success it was. Well done.

I'd also like to take this opportunity to congratulate Lion Kelly Ludlow who has kindly
agreed to be our new Secretary. Yes Kelly, we know there is a lot of work involved but
we are confident in your abilities to do a fantastic job. You have our full support.
On behalf of the club let me extend our heartfelt thanks to Lion Jim Doak for the
phenomenal job he has done over these past few months that we have been without a
Secretary. When asked to assume this role temporarily after Lion Larry's illness, he
willingly took on the task and we couldn't have done it without him. Thank you so
much Lion Jim.

We will continue to hold Lion Larry Tod in our prayers as we move forward to another
successful year in Lionism.

 Yours in Lionism,
Carolyn Stephenson
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In a day and age when   and
 seems to be everywhere, I thought I

might spin a whimsical yarn or two of my own by
recounting a recent exchange I had not long ago
with an old business colleague of mine who tends
to exaggerate, if not fabricate, every story he tells.

He had just got back from a business trip and his
flight was delayed. So, I asked him how it was. He

responded, “It was a total disaster!” That seemed odd to me since as far as
I knew there were no reports of any plane crashes in the news that day.

He explained that they had been stuck on the tarmac for three hours for a
safety maintenance check and I told him that I wasn’t sure if I would view
that as even a partial disaster, let alone a “total disaster”.  The Hindenberg
flight was certainly what I would call a “total disaster”. However, perhaps
this minor mishap was merely just more of an annoying inconvenience?

He scowled at me and went on to mention how he was “starving” because
no food had been served to the
passengers while they waited
for hours on the tarmac.

Again, with incertitude and deep
reservations I questioned the use
of his extreme claim of “starvation”
while suggesting that people from
third world countries who haven’t
eaten for several days or weeks are
more likely to be what I would call “starving”. He was merely hungry.

A growl followed his scowl as he went on to suggest that I was somehow
trivializing his  thereby
showing him and his fellow passengers
a complete lack of empathy.  The truth
is, I was merely trying to encourage
him to try and keep his tall tale as
grounded as the plane on which he and
his fellow passengers had been seated
during their “total disaster”.

Okay, it’s time to come clean. The real
truth is that none of this story of mine
is true and I completely made it all up.

However, it should at least serve as a careful reminder that nowadays
more than ever we should take our news with a grain of salt and a lot of
questions with a hint of scepticism whenever reading or hearing accounts
that seem exaggerated, lest our understanding of them be a total disaster.
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Lion Charles Herriot

Above: This is a representation of
what a real “total disaster” might
look like, as opposed to waiting on an
airport tarmac for a few hours for a
safety maintenance check
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PRESENTATIONS

Above: Lion Tom Gordon, LCI International Director for
Canada speaks to MLC members at the first dinner meet-
ing of the year on September 7, 2017.

      At the first MLC dinner meeting in September,
host Lion Mark Carrington introduced Lion Tom
Gordon, LCI International Director for Canada and
his wife Lion Gillian Gordon.  Director Tom Gordon
was elected to serve a two-year term as a director of
Lions Clubs International at the association’s 100th
International Convention held in Chicago, Illinois,
USA, from June 30th through July 4th 2017.
       Director Gordon shared his experience travelling
to Chicago on the bus with many of our club’s mem-
bers and getting elected twice. He recalled his expe-
rience leading the parade, campaigning, the “Texas
Breakfast”, the 2 minutes he had at the nomination
meeting, the 2 minutes he had for his speech to the
delegates and the 30 seconds he had on stage.  He
told MLC members about the Reception with
MD“A”, our Team, and Patti Hills Team.  He talked about the “Get-to-know-you Board Meeting”, three
days of “Director’s School” and board meetings where 414 pages of documentation were handed out.
      Director Gordon looks forward to aligning Canadian efforts particularly with regards to CNIB, Lions
Quest, Cancer Society, and Diabetes.  Now the fun begins with many trips, forums, phone calls and
emails.  Lion Ken Drynan thanked Director Gordon and Elaine Drynan presented Lion Gillian Gordon
with a beautiful bouquet of flowers.

    At the September 21st MLC dinner meeting, host Lion Mike
Hiatt introduced special guest speaker Michelle Samm, Direc-
tor of Patient Experience at Markham Stouffville Hospital.
She discussed how MSH engages the community by working
to enhance each patient’s experience of receiving the highest
quality care possible.
   The hospital implements a strategic plan every 3-5 years
with a committee that includes past patients and/or family
members of patients.  Michelle explained how the current
plan will continue until 2020 and how they develop the new
plan 2-3 years before the current one expires.
    The plans are designed to ensure patients receive safe, high
quality care based on feedback from patient and their family
members. There is a new focus on “Purposeful Storytelling”
which takes note of patients and family member who wish to

share their story. The hospital utilizes a “Collaborative Care Model” and is introducing a “Patient First”
web page.
     The hospital has implemented 24/7 visiting hours for “partners in care.”  She is trying to include “Way
Finding” (how one moves around the hospital finding rooms etc.) Currently, this is managed by another
committee.  She believes that this is another important aspect of Patient Experience.

Above: Lion Bryan Gray thanks Michelle Samm
for coming to speak to MLC and presented her
with a donation to her favourite charity.
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THE ROVING EYE  PART ONE

Members of the Markham Lions Club served hospital staff at another very successful BBQ at Markham
Stouffville Hospital on Tuesday, September 12.  Not long
after the event, Lion Ken Moon received an e-mail from
Sherry Adams, the Chief Human Resources Officer at
MSH.  She thanked our team of Markham Lions for help-
ing to make the BBQ such a huge success yet again.
Sherry confirmed that our MLC team served over 1,000
hospital staff at the BBQ.
“It was a wonderful event and you and your team did a
fantastic job. “ Sherry wrote. “Thank you.”  .

    The Lions of the City of Markham, in co-operation with the City of Markham's Operations Depart-
ment, planted 100 trees & shrubs on Saturday September 23rd at Carman Lewis Park in Markham as
part of their Lions Centennial Service Project, celebrat-
ing 100 years of Lionism while protecting the environ-
ment.
    This project was a collective effort by volunteers from 7 lo-
cal Lions clubs including Box Grove, Heritage, Thornhill Dis-
trict, Milliken Mills, Angus Glen, Victoria Markham Square
and Markham Lions.
     The theme of this Centennial Service Challenge Campaign
was "Protecting Our Environment” and it was conceived by
Lions District Governor, Lion Tim Cheung during discus-

sions last year with
Markham Mayor
Frank Scarpitti and
City Staff members.
     Leading this cam-
paign has been Lion
Jim Doak, 1st VP of
the Markham Lions
Club. “Lions clubs
from around the world
have been committed to protecting the environment for several
decades and we understand that every small effort makes a big
difference.” said Lion Jim Doak.  "Our Lions Centennial Service
Project is an excellent opportunity to do just that."

Above: Lions Jim Doak, Bryan Gray and Mike Hiatt
tend the BBQ at the Markham Stouffville Hospital
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THE LIGHTER SIDE

Teacher: "If I gave you 2 cats and then another 2 cats and then another 2 cats, how many cats would you
have?"

Johnny: "Seven."

Teacher: "No, listen carefully... If I gave you two cats, and another two cats and another two cats, how
many cats would you have?"

Johnny: "Seven."

Teacher: "Let me put it to you differently. If I gave you two apples, and another two apples and another
two apples, how many apples would you have?"

Johnny: "Six."

Teacher: "Good. Now if I gave you two cats, and another two cats and another two cats, how many cats
would you have?"

Johnny: "Seven!"

Teacher: "Johnny, where in the heck do you get seven from?!"

Johnny: "Because I've already got a cat!"

�

A child asked his father, "How were people born?" So his father said, "Adam and Eve made babies, then
their babies became adults and made babies, and so on." The child then went to his mother, asked her the
same question and she told him, "We were monkeys, and then we evolved to become like we are now."
The child ran back to his father and said, "You lied to me!"
His father replied, "No, your mom was talking about her side of the family."

Reaching the end of a job interview, the Human Resources Manager asks a young graduate with no
experience, "What starting salary are you looking for if we were to hire you?"

   The graduate replies, "Somewhere In the range of $125K to $150K a year, depending on the benefits
package."

    The interviewer inquires, "What would you say to a benefits package that includes five weeks vacation,
30 paid personal sick days, living expenses, company matched retirement funds up to 50% of your salary,
and a new Lexus for your company car every two years?"

    The graduate sits up straight and says, "Wow! Are you kidding me?"

    The interviewer replies, "Yeah, but come on. You started it."

�

�

A bank robber pulls out a weapon, points it at the teller and says,
 "Give me all the money or you're geography!"
The puzzled teller replies, "Don’t you mean to say 'or you're history?'"
The robber says, "Don't change the subject!"
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THE ROVING EYE  PART TWO
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THE ROVING EYE  PART THREE
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THE ROVING EYE  PART FOUR
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LOOKING BACK

Thinking back to the Markham Lions
Club Friendship Arch, my memory is
that the committee, having decided to
proceed discussed the relative merits
(and price) of using fibreglass versus
concrete. We went with fibreglass.  As I
recall, two Lions then went down to
Smith falls to pick it up -- Lions Jim
Wicks and Steve Saunders.

Lion Charles Herriot

Lion Dave Galloway

On return it was stored in Lions
Bruce and Grace Medland's garage.

The committee then had two meet-
ings in Morgan park.  Morgan Park
was chosen because of the long rela-
tionship with Markham Lions --
Swimming pool, Rose garden etc.

The first meeting at the Park was
with town staff for the purpose of se-
lecting a location acceptable to the
Lions and, of course, the town. The
merits of several different positions
and angles relative to traffic patterns
were discussed.

The current location and angle were selected.  The second meeting was to install the arch
which required a number of Lions to move the 500 lb structure into position. But it was

done. I seldom drive past the corner with-
out looking to see how it is doing.
It is doing well.

I do not recall the cost at that time.  The
cost today for a fibreglass arch is $1,560
plus taxes.  MLC also has to purchase two
decals from the Lions Supply Office.

The fibreglass Friendship Arch weighs
500 lbs and can be picked up in a one-half
ton truck.  If we had bought a concrete
arch it would have been much heavier and
we would have needed a lift truck.

Above: Lion Bruce Medland (left) and Lion Jim Wicks (right)

Above, from left to right: Lions Bruce Medland, Fred Sheehy,
Carman Lewis, Gord Case, Dick Peel, Don Rattle, Jim Wicks
and George Miller.



July, August, September 2017            JUNGLE TALK                    PAGE 12

Click Hand To Return To Table Of Contents

SCAW CHARITY GOLF TOURNAMENT

The Sleeping Children Around The World Charity Golf Tournament on Saturday August 26th was a great
success, raising enough funds to purchase 75 bed kits! Well done Lions and all those who supported the
tournament! Two individuals really shone during the day – Lion Jim Doak as well as our President, Lion
Carolyn.

Lion Jim demonstrated the Sleeping Children bed kit to golfers as they registered and also before dinner.
He also helped with the selling of
Raffle Tickets.

Lion President Carolyn and her team
did a fantastic job obtaining prizes
for the goody bags. There were many
compliments about the contents of
the goody bags and the quality of the
prizes and raffle prizes.

SCAW is a 100% charity. Every dollar
donated goes directly into the manu-
facturing of bed kits for children in
developing countries. Administrative
costs are covered by the interest
earned from a legacy account.

Above: Golfers at the SCAW Charity Golf Tournament helped raise enough funds to purchase 75 bed kits

Above: Lions Jim Doak, Zone Chair and IPP Barry MacDonald, Dave Dryden
and LP Carolyn Stephenson accept the cheque


