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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome 

everyone back from their summer holidays. I 

hope everyone enjoyed their holidays. As your 

new president please note that I will do my best 

to work hard for you in order to continue our 

presence within Markham. 

 

A great thank you to  George  McElvey and Ken 

Dryan  and their wives, for hosting our July BBQ.  

It was remarkable, for we had a great turnout, a 

fun evening, lots of food to eat and to cap the 

evening off we had the opportunity to watch the 

Town  Markham  Fireworks from their backyard 

 

During the summer some of us participated in the international convention in Min-

neapolis.  Approximately 10 of us from our club attended the international conven-

tion by taking a two day bus ride.  There were a lot of exciting things to do such as 

electing our own Carl Young for International Director for Canada. Congratulations 

to our own Carl Young.  Thanks to Fred Sheehy  and  Dick  Peel  for their dedica-

tion and hard work in making this happen.  All members attended had a great time.  

There was lots of sightseeing to do as well as attending a baseball game.  The main 

event was the parade where Canada was well represented.  The parade was a job 

well done by our own team.  There were over 200 countries that participated in the 

international convention.  We had the opportunity to meet several people from 

across the world.  We now have a new president Eberhard Wirfs and a new second 

vice president Dr. Tam from Hong Kong. 

 

A group of us participated in the ping pong tournament.  This was sponsored by the 

New Horizon…. Club.  There were approximately 200 people who attended this 

event.  Our own Nirmala Persaud Armstrong received a certificate for being fourth 

place.  David Hitchen, Dick Peel and myself also represented our club. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Bits and Bytes 

Name:  Applefest at Markham Museum 

Headline:  25th Annual! 

Start time:  Saturday, September 26, 2009 - 10:00AM  

End time:  Saturday, September 26, 2009 - 5:00PM  

Type:  Celebrations > Seasonal > Seasonal Events 

Fun 'n Games > Fairs & Festivals > Family Event 

Historical > Museum > Festival 

Audience:  All Ages,  Adult,  Children,  Family,  Teen,  Seniors 

Price:$ 2  

Description:  Markham Museum's 25th annual salute to the 

apple features a working cider mill, wagon rides, a miniature 

train, and many other harvest related activities for the whole 

family. 

 

 
Lions, LCIF Respond to California, USA, Wildfires 

LCIF is working with local Lions to respond to the wildfires 

that are currently ongoing in California, USA. The fires have 

burned through more than 140,000 acres, forcing the evacuation 

of 12,000 homes, destroying 64 homes and killing two firefight-

ers. LCIF has issued three emergency grants in the amount of 

US$10,000 each for three Lions' districts to provide immediate 

relief to the displaced families. 

 

Lions around the world can help by donating to the Dis-

aster Fund.  

Showcase Your Creativity 

Lions Clubs International sponsors contests to promote 

friendly competition. Select the contest(s) you're interested 

in to learn more and download an entry form. 

Lions Clubs International Contest gives Lions, Leos, clubs, 

districts and multiple districts the chance to showcase 

their hard work and creativity in six categories: Photog-

raphy, Newsletter, Trading Pin, Friendship Banner, PR 

Idea and Web Site. 

Lions Environment Photo Contest allows every Lion (from a 

club in good standing) to enter a photograph that showcases 

the beauty of nature. All registered attendees vote for their 

favorites during our International Convention. 

Lions International Peace Poster Contest provides youths 

aged 11-13 the opportunity to share their artistic vision for 

peace. Since its inception in 1988, millions of children in 75 

countries have participated in the contest. 

http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/member-center/online-community/official-contests/news-news-contest.php
http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/member-center/planning-other-projects/lions-green-team/environmental-photo-contest/index.php
http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/news-and-events/international-convention/index.php
http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/our-work/youth-programs/peace-poster-contest/index.php
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THE ROVING EYE 
PART ONE 
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YOUR HEALTH — GIANT HOGWEED 

(SLIGHTLY REVISED TOWN OF MARKHAM BROCHURE) 

CAUTION: Do Not Touch this Plant 

Giant Hogweed 

Giant Hogweed is an invasive, non-native plant that poses a serious threat to human health and natural ecosystems. 

Do Not Touch This Plant: If you come in contact with this plant, you could experience severe burns to your skin, 

and risk temporary or permanent blindness. 

Giant Hogweed has been identified in some areas of Thornhill and Markham. Efforts have been made to safely remove 

the plants; however, caution should still be taken in the infested areas. Please respect any warning signs posted and stay 

away from the plant. 

Health Risk 

The clear sap found in the hairs, leaves and stem of the Giant Hogweed plant contains compounds that cause photoder-

matitis (symptoms can range from redness and itching to painful blistering). 

Contact with the eyes can cause temporary or even permanent blindness in some cases. 

If you are exposed to Giant Hogweed: 

 Wash the affected area thoroughly 

 Avoid exposure to sunlight   

 Seek medical attention 

Key identifying features 

Height: 1 to 5.5 meters 

Leaves: large, deeply cut with sharp coarse teeth, reaching widths in excess of 1 meter. 

Stems: hollow, ridged with red-purple splotching and coarse white hairs, with a diameter of 4-10 cm at its base. 

Flowers: white, compound umbel (80 or more cm across) made up of 4 to 12 smaller (14 – 40 cm) flat, round units. 

Infested Areas 

In Thornhill, Giant Hogweed plants have been found by the banks of the East Don River, near the intersection of Bay-

view and Steeles Avenues continuing upstream to the north-west as far as Yonge Street. Three parks, Almond, Proctor 

and Woodland, are included in this area. 

In Markham, a single stand of Giant Hogweed has been found south of 16th Avenue, a short distance east of Main 

Street Markham, in an inaccessible natural area. 

If you think that you have found Giant Hogweed outside the areas described above, please contact the Town of Mark-

ham. 

http://www.markham.ca/Markham/ContactUs.htm
http://www.markham.ca/Markham/ContactUs.htm
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OBSERVATIONS 

A SHORT, POINTED SENTENCE 

EXPRESSING A WISE OR 

CLEVER OBSERVATION OR A 

GENERAL TRUTH 

  

 The nicest thing about the future 

is that it always starts tomor-

row.   

 Money will buy a fine dog, but 

only kindness will make him wag 

his tail.   

 If you don't have a sense of hu-

mor, you probably don't have any 

sense.  

 Seat belts are not as confining as 

wheelchairs.   

 A good time to keep your mouth 

shut is when you're in deep wa-

ter.   

 How come it takes so little time 

for a child who is afraid of the 

dark to become a teenager who 

wants to stay out all night?  

 Business conventions are impor-

tant because they demonstrate 

how many people a company can 

operate without.  

 Why is it that at class reunions 

you feel younger than everyone 

else looks?  

 Scratch a cat and you will have a 

permanent job.  

 No one has more driving ambi-

tion than the boy who wants  to 

buy a car.  

 There are no new sins; the old 

ones just get more publicity.  

 There are worse things than get-

ting a call for a wrong number at 

4 AM. It could be a right number.  

 No one ever says 'It's only a 

game" when their team is win-

ning.  

 I've reached the age where the 

happy hour is a nap.  

 Be careful reading the fine print. 

There's no way you're going to 

like it.  

 The trouble with bucket seats is 

that not everybody has the same 

size bucket.  

 Do you realize that in about 40 

years, we'll have thousands of old  

ladies running around with tat-

toos?  

 Money can't buy happiness -- but 

somehow it's more comfortable 

to cry in a Corvette than in a 

Yugo.  

 After 50, if you don't wake up 

aching in every joint, you are 

probably dead!!  

 Always be yourself because the 

people that matter don't mind, 

and the ones who mind, don't 

Editor’s Note: Lion Don said on the golf course 

that he had 16 pills for breakfast so this seems 

apropos. 

 

A row of bottles on my shelf 

Caused me to analyze myself. 

One yellow pill I have to pop 

Goes to my heart so it won't stop.  

A little white one I take 

Goes to my hands so they won't 

shake. 

The blue ones I use a lot 

Tell me I'm happy when I'm not. 

The purple pill goes to my brain 

And tells me I have no pain.  

The capsules tell me not to wheeze 

Or cough or choke or even sneeze. 

The red ones, smallest of them all 

Go to my blood so I won't fall. 

The orange ones, very big and bright 

Prevent my leg cramps in the night.  

Such an array of brilliant pills 

Helping to cure all kinds of ills. 

But what I'd really like to know 

Is what tells each one where to go! 
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PRESIDENT‖S MESSAGE (CON’T.) 

 

Nirmala and I have had several meetings with the Milliken Lions Club in conjunction with the Social Services 

Network in their new endeavour which will be a 5 k walk for awareness for mental health  in the South  Asian  

Community to  be  held  Oct. 4th at the Town of Markham  Center. 

 

I have  organized   a  tree  planting  in   partnership  the  Town of  Markham and  Wismer  Ratepayers  Asso-

ciation to  plant  approximately  400   trees  in the  Wismer Area. 

 

We continue to assist  the FOOD  BANK  in packing  and sorting  food  which comes in regularly from differ-

ent  donors.   Thanks to Jack McBride for taking on this task. 

 

Also, we have a great turnout and help from our club, in the Bryden’s Auction BBQ.  It was well staffed and 

we had a great time. Thanks go out to Bill Dewberry and Larry Todd 

 

I know there is a lot more work to be done and it is a pleasure to belong to this group.  

 

Lion President Tim 

(Continued from page 1) 



PAGE 7 JUNGLE  TALK  SEPTEMBER 2009  

 

 

THE LIGHTER SIDE  

 
The boss walked into the office one 
morning not knowing his zipper was 
down and his fly area wide open. 
His assistant walked up to him and 
said, 'This morning when you left 
your house, did you close your ga-
rage door?' The boss told her he 
knew he'd closed the garage door, 
and walked into his office puzzled by 
the question.  

As he finished his paperwork, he 
suddenly noticed his fly was open, 
and zipped it up. He then under-
stood his assistant's question about 
his 'garage door.' 

He headed out for a cup of coffee 
and paused by her desk to ask, 
'When my garage door was open, 
did you see my Hummer parked in 
there?'  

She smiled and said, 'No, I didn't. All 
I saw was an old mini van with two 
flat tires… 

 

Hospital regulations require a wheel 
chair for patients being discharged. 
However, while working as a student 
nurse, I found one elderly gentleman 
already dressed and sitting on the 
bed with a suitcase at his feet, who 
insisted he didn't need my help to 
leave the hospital.  

After a chat about rules being rules, 
he reluctantly let me wheel him to 
the elevator.  

On the way down I asked him if his 
wife was meeting him.  

'I don't know,' he said. 'She's still 
upstairs in the bathroom changing 
out of her hospital gown.'  

 

Couple in their nineties are both 
having problems remembering 
things. During a checkup, the doctor 
tells them that they're physically 
okay, but they might want to start 

writing things down to help them 
remember ..  

Later that night, while watching TV, 
the old man gets up from his chair. 
'Want anything while I'm in the 
kitchen?' he asks.  

'Will you get me a bowl of ice 
cream?'  

'Sure...'  

'Don't you think you should write it 
down so you can remember it?' she 
asks.  

'No, I can remember it.'  

'Well, I'd like some strawberries on 
top, too. Maybe you should write it 
down, so as not to forget it?'  

He says, 'I can remember that. You 
want a bowl of ice cream with straw-
berries.'  

'I'd also like whipped cream. I'm cer-
tain you'll forget that, write it down?' 
she asks.  

Irritated, he says, 'I don't need to 
write it down, I can remember it! Ice 
cream with strawberries and 
whipped cream - I got it, for good-
ness sake!'  

Then he toddles into the kitchen. 
After about 20 minutes, The old man 
returns from the kitchen and hands 
his wife a plate of bacon and eggs.. 
She stares at the plate for a mo-
ment.  

'Where's my toast ?' 

 

A senior citizen said to his eighty-
year old buddy:  

'So I hear you're getting married?'  

'Yep!'  

'Do I know her?'  

'Nope!'  

'This woman, is she good looking?'  

'Not really.'  

'Is she a good cook? 

'Naw, she can't cook too well.'  

'Does she have lots of money?'  

'Nope! Poor as a church mouse.'  

'Well, then, is she good in bed?'  

'I don't know.'  

'Why in the world do you want to 
marry her then?'  

'Because she can still drive!' 

 

Three old guys are out walking.  

First one says, 'Windy, isn't it?'  

Second one says, 'No, it's Thurs-
day!'  

Third one says, 'So am I. Let's go 
get a beer.' 

 

A man was telling his neighbor, 'I 
just bought a new hearing aid. It 
cost me four thousand dollars, but 
it's state of the art.. It's perfect.'  

'Really,' answered the neighbor . 
'What kind is it?'  

'Twelve thirty..' 

 

 Morris, an 82 year-old man, went to 
the doctor to get a physical. A few 
days later, the doctor saw Morris 
walking down the street with a gor-
geous young woman on his arm.  
A couple of days later, the doctor 
spoke to Morris and said, 'You're 
really doing great, aren't you?'  
Morris replied, 'Just doing what you 
said, Doc: 'Get a hot mamma and be 
cheerful''  

The doctor said, 'I didn't say that.. I 
said, 'You've got a heart murmur; be 
careful.'  
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―MOVE TO GROW‖ 

Move to Grow in 2009-2010 

International President Wirfs’ theme, Move to Grow, expresses the thought that all things need mo-

mentum in order to progress. The adaptable ginkgo tree represents this idea, and symbolizes hope and 

peace. Like Lions Clubs International, the ginkgo has an esteemed heritage, lon-

gevity, value and global abundance. 

Move to Grow Resources and Activities 

Use the following resources to help your club – and our association – Move to 

Grow in 2009-2010: 

Move to Grow brochure: Learn more about International President Wirfs’ theme, 

Move to Grow 

Ginkgo Awards brochure: Find out about the Ginkgo Awards – and how they will recognize Lions for ex-

emplifying the attributes needed to move our association forward. 

Global Youth Music Competition brochure: Help the youth of today grow to be the Lions of tomorrow 

with our Global Youth Music Competition. 

Lions in Sight: Increase public visibility of Lions in your community by organizing a major public rela-

tions activity during the last two weeks of January 2010. 

We Need You brochure: Move to grow our membership by inviting spouses, partners and Lionesses to 

become a Lion. 

Awards Program brochure: Check out recognition programs for expanding and enhancing your club and 

your community. (View guidelines for Awards for Net Membership Growth, Awards for New Clubs and 

Awards for New Members other than charter members.) 

Move to Grow logo: Download International President Wirfs’ logo to use on club communication and pro-

motional materials. 

Johm and Helen met while 

on vacation. He fell Head 

over Heels in love with her 

and was convinced it was 

true love. 

On the last night of their 

vacation, they had a seri-

ous conversation, agreeing 

to spend the rest of their 

lives together. 

“It’s only fair to warn you 

that I’m a total golf nut,” 

John said .  “If that’s a 

problem for you please say 

so now.” 

Helen took a deep breath 

and responded: “Since we 

are being totally honest 

with each other, I have to 

admit that I’m a hooker.” 

“I see,” John replied.  

That’s a problem for sure.” 

He spent some time look-

ing at the floor and then 

added: “You know, it’s 

probably because you’re 

not keeping your wrist 

straight.”  

 

http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/common/pdfs/intprogram.pdf
http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/common/pdfs/pr40.pdf
http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/common/pdfs/ew102.pdf
http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/member-center/membership-and-new-clubs/strengthen-membership/lions-in-sight.php
http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/common/pdfs/ew103.pdf
http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/common/pdfs/ew100.pdf
http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/common/pdfs/mtg_chart.pdf
http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/common/pdfs/mtg_chart.pdf
http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/member-center/resources/logos-and-art/additional-logos.php#president%20logo
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 MEET LION ROYDEN 

 

Lion Royden McDermid 

8 Southdale Drive 

Markham ON L3P 1S7 

905 294-5153 

 

 

I was born on a farm near Durham.  At the age of 19 I 

came to Toronto — in ’56 — to make my fortune in a 

couple of years and then to return home.  I’m still here 

and haven’t made my fortune yet.  I worked as a payroll 

clerk for Triangle Conduit and Cable for 5 years before 

starting with the TTC as a driver in 1962.  I retired 

from the TTC after 34 years of service. 

 

I married my wife Mary in August 1961and we lived in 

Scarborough, Ontario.  In 1972 we moved to Sher-

wood South (Conservation area) in Markham.  

 

We have a daughter (Debby)nad a son (Dean) and a 

granddaughter (Kylee.) 

 

My hobby is woodworking. 

I very much enjoy meeting new people and look for-

ward to being a member of the Lion’s Club  and serving 

others  in our community. 

Lion Royden, 

Please take note 

of the Vice-

presidential 

dress at right. 

A grizzled old man was eating in a truck stop when three Hell's Angels' bikers walked 

in. The first walked up to the old man, pushed his cigarette into the old man's pie and 

then took a seat at the counter. The second walked up to the old man, spat into the 

old man's milk and then he too took a seat at the counter. The third walked up to the 

old man, turned over the old man's plate, and then he took a seat at the counter. 

Without a word of protest, the old man quietly left the diner. Shortly thereafter, one 

of the bikers said to the waitress, 

"Humph, not much of a man, was he?" 

The waitress replied, "Not much of a truck driver either, he just backed his big-rig over 

three motorcycles."  
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THE ROVING EYE 
PART TWO 
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YOUTH & COMMUNITY SERVICES 

COMMITTEE REPORT 

Youth & Community Services com-

mittee meeting is scheduled for 

Tuesday, Sept. 15 at 7:30 p.m. at Jim 

Doak’s home.  An e-mail has been 

sent to committee members.  Any-

one else who would like to partici-

pate, please let me know. 

Effective Speaking and Peace Poster 

Both public and Catholic school 

boards have approved our ap-

proaching local schools early in Sep-

tember for these two Lions pro-

grams.  I already have an interested 

art teacher at James Robinson 

school.  I would appreciate hearing 

soon from members who would 

like to work on these programs this 

year. 

Carman Lewis Park 

On July 12th, the parkland between 

Parkway and Church Streets at the 

end of Paramount Avenue was re-

named Carman Lewis Park.  Last 

Friday, Jim Wicks, Jack Dawson, 

Bruce Marshall and I met with the 

Parks Planner for the Town of 

Markham to discuss stewardship 

possibilities.  There is more to be 

discussed, but we have made a 

start.  We will see the planner again 

at the Wismer area tree planting 

Sept. 19th. 

Markhaven 

1) Members provided the labour to 

support a Bar-B-Q at Markhaven on 

Saturday, July 18th.  Thanks to those 

who participated. 

2) We have received a ―Join Team 

Markhaven‖ invitation to participate 

in the Toronto Waterfront Mara-

thon, half-Marathon and 5k race on 

Sunday, September 27.  Free regis-

tration if you raise $150 or more in 

pledges for Markhaven.   Please see 

me if you are interested and contact 

Markhaven for further information. 

Table Tennis Tournament 

Lions Tim Armstrong, Nirmala Per-

saud-Armstrong, David Hitchen and 

Dick Peel participated as our team 

in the New Horizon Lions Club 

charity Table Tennis Tournament 

benefiting the Markham YMCA, 

held Saturday, Aug. 22, 2009 at the 

YMCA.  Markham Lions Club con-

tributed $200.00 to this fund raiser. 

Add’l comments: Youth and Commu-

nity Services committee has previ-

ously been a contributor to the Y 

to the tune of $250.00. 

Wii for Markham-Stouffville Hospi-

tal 

We have once again been invited to 

participate in a Nintendo Wii fund-

raising tournament by the York 

Region Heritage Lions Club, this 

time for Markham-Stouffville Hospi-

tal.  A team participated last year to 

raise funds for Camp Kirk. 

The tournament is Sunday, Septem-

ber 13 and the venue is Markville 

Shopping Centre.  Each individual 

participant must provide at least 

$500 in funds or pledges.  Our last 

year participants looked at this fi-

nancial requirement and unani-

mously agreed to not participate as 

a club-funded pledge, but rather to 

advise you, our members, and to 

offer our best wishes to any club 

member who would like to partici-

pate.  I do have more information 

about this event and will be glad to 

share it. 

WHAT WAS IT? 

 

Artery — The study of paintings. 

Bacteria — Back door to cafete-

ria. 

Barium — What doctors do 

when patients die. 

Benign  What you be, after you be 

eight.  

Caesarean Section. — A 

neighbourhood in Rome .  

Catscan — Searching for Kitty.  

Cauterize — Made eye contact 

with her  

Colic — A sheep dog.  

Coma --- A punctuation mark.  

Dilate — To live long.  

Enema — Not a friend. 

Fester — Quicker than someone 

else.  

Fibula — A small lie.  

Impotent — Distinguished, well 

known.  

Labour Pain — Getting hurt at 

work.  

Medical Staff — A Doctor's cane.  

Morbid — A higher offer  

Nitrates — Cheaper than day 

rates.  

Node — I knew it.  

Outpatient — A person who has 

fainted.  

Pelvis — Second cousin to Elvis.  

Post Operative. — A letter car-

rier.  

Recovery Room. — Place to do 

upholstery.  

Rectum — Nearly killed him.  

Secretion — Hiding something.  

Seizure — Roman emperor.  

Tablet. — A small table.  

Terminal Illness — Getting sick at 

the airport.  

Tumour — One plus one more.  

Urine. — Opposite of you're out. 
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First let me  say thank you 

to all who provided material 

for the bulletin.  It is very 

much appreciated. 

We have started a new col-

umn this bulletin entitled 

―Meet Lion …..‖  I have this 

in mind for a while but was 

defeated by time.  This year 

I asked Lion PP Grace to 

look after it and she has 

agreed. 

We have also published the 

Social Calendar in place of 

the event calendar.  The 

event calendar tended to be 

a copy of the material in the 

roster. 

In this modern age with digi-

tal cameras one sees a num-

ber of Lions taking pictures 

at events.  Please send cop-

ies to Lion photographer 

Carl and myself so they 

might be used in the bulletin 

and in the President’s album. 

Copies of interesting mate-

rial are always welcome. 

Editor Dave 

Social Calendar 

A Gentle Chuckle 

On a beautiful summer day , two 

American tourists were driving 

through Wales.  They arrived at 

L lan fai rpwl lgyngy l lgogerychy -

rndrobwyllllantysiliogogogoch (yes, 

that place in Wales. 

They stopprd for lunch and one of 

the tourists asked the waitress: 

―Before we order, I wonder if you 

could settle an argument for us?  

Can you pronounce where we are 

very, very slowly?‖ 

The waitress leaned forward and 

said ―Burr Gurr Kiiiing.‖ 

2009 – 2010 Social Events: 

 Date   Event    Place/Lion Responsible 

 November 7  Charter Night   Markham Civic Centre 

 December 3  Fun Night   Box Grove Community Centre 

 December 13  President’s Christmas Party 22 Omega 

 January   Cards at The Lawn Bowling Club Grace 

 February  Bowling & Dinner  Lorraine & Diane 

 March   Dinner Theatre   Frank 

 April  30 to May 2 A-16 Convention   Halliburton 

 May   Event at Woodbine  Glenn & Ken 

 May   Fishing    Bill Hosking 

 June 3 to 6  M D A Convention  Kingston 

 June 17   President’s Party in conjunction with last meeting at Box Grove 

 July 1, 2010  Canada Day Picnic  53 & 55 Drakefield Road 


