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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

 I just want to say Happy Thanksgiving  to everyone,  I hope you 

had a great Thanksgiving,   I know that it has not been a great 

year, Thanksgiving has always been a pleasant time for family and 

friends to sit down and eat the fall harvest and have a good time, 

but  for the economic misfortunes, this year, we the Markham 

Lions Club were called to serve and we did — that is why Jack 

McBride and volunteers are still maintaining the Markham Daily 

Food Bank, in providing food for the needy, Thanks Jack and all 

the volunteers during the past year. 

In September the Markham Lions Club along with the Town Of Markham, and with the po-

tential Leo Club Members, Amanda, my daughter, Gusmaroon, and Dana along with 

neighbors planted  trees, all in different sizes and shapes. At the end Mayor Scarpetti  

thanked us for fulfilling is dream of making Markham greener, His goal for planting trees in 

Markham is more than three quarters done, Mayor Scarpetti thanked the following Lion 

Members who attended the September  19th event they were Fred Sheehy, Jack Dawson, 

Don Rattle, Grace Medland, Nirmala Persaud Armstrong, Tim Armstrong, Carl Wride, Ken 

Harris, and the Mayor especially paid tribute to the youngest potential  Leo Club member 

Amanda Persaud in organizing her friends to join her in this remarkable occasion. 

SNAP MARKHAM, did a feature on the Lions Members at the park please pick up a copy 

Nirmala and I attended, on behalf of the Markham Lions Club, the YMCA of Greater To-

ronto annual dinner. The YMCA welcomed everyone to it’s 156th annual meeting, for it all 

started 156 years ago in a small farm house on the outskirts of Toronto, at the dinner they 

presented the YMCA youth leader corps, and thanked it’s corporate donors, then announc-

ing their new board of directors this year. 

Larry Tod and I were invited to the CNIB  annual luncheon meeting that was held in earl y 

September, at the Richmond Hill Golf and Country Club, we met their new board of direc-

tors and had a fascinating speech given to us by their new President, with this goals and 

hopes for the CNIB and even the Lions Clubs to work together  with our sight goals and 

with our blind dog program  and their knowledge and technology his aim is to work to-

gether, this would be great and we have started the process of reaching out with our own 

Elaine Bernard whom works with the CNIB and also a potential Lion member. 

Several of us attended the Lion A16 West Meeting in Maple along with the clubs in the re-

gion . the Lions Members whom attended which was a very good turnout, was Dick Peel, 

Fred Sheehy, Grace Medland, Dave Galloway, and Mandy Galloway, Dave Hitchen, Mike 

Hiatt, and myself, there I gave our Markham Lion Report, reporting we have 51 members, 

with one new addition and 2 possible new members to join in the near future, and with us 

(Continued on page 6) 



PAGE 2 JUNGLE  TALK  OCTOBER 2009  

 

 

1 President’s Message 

2 Bits and Bytes 

3 The Roving Eye—Part One 

4 Newfie versus Warden 

5 Assistance to Indonesia/ Sightfirst 

6 President’s Message Cont’d. 

7 The Lighter Side 

8 No Child Without 

9 Top Ten 

10 The Roving Eye — Part Two 

11 Heart and Stroke—Volunteering 

12 Social Calendar/ Editorial 

IN THIS ISSUE 

Bits and Bytes 

Catch the Olympic Spirit in Markham 

Markham has been chosen as a "Celebration Community" for 

the Vancouver 2010 Olympic Torch Relay . 

You will have the opportunity to see the Olympic Flame in per-

son when it stops in Markham on its way towards the Vancou-

ver 2010 Olympic Winter Games 

The Olympic Torch is coming to Markham on: 

Date: Thursday, December 17, 2009 

Time: 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. (TBC) 

 

Location: Markham Civic Centre, 101 Town Centre Blvd. 

SightFirst Grants Award 

The SightFirst Advisory Committee (SAC) met in August and approved 

22 grants totaling $7,226,592, which included: 

 The first grant for Algeria, making it the 100th SightFirst country 

 A grant to Sri Lanka to be supported in part by Government of 

Finland funds 

 Seven projects for Africa awarded totaling $2,963,874 

 Twelve projects to South Asia approved for $2,983,621 

 Two grants approved for Latin America totaling $1,229,176 

One grant in Europe for $49,921 

Thanks to the 12 LIONS that assisted in the MKHM STOUFFVILLE 

HOSPITAL STAFF CORN ROAST AND BBQ. 

THE BBQERS — Lions Larry Tod, Bill Hosking, Jack McBride, Dick 

Peel, Jim Doak, 

The CORN ROASTERS — Tom Goldring, Mark Carrington,  

The SERVERS — Lions Grace Medland, Eddie Mees, Don Way, John 

Styles. 

SPECIAL THANKS 

 to Lion Larry Tod for taking the aprons & Cleaning tools, 

 to Lion Bill Hosking for returning the BBQs. 

 Lion Ken Tranter 

http://www.vancouver2010.com/en/torch-relays/-/32700/hi=1/17hcy7z/index.html
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THE ROVING EYE 
PART ONE 
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NEWFIE  VERSUS  WARDEN 

 

A Newfie was stopped by a game warden recently with two ice chests 
Full of fish. He was leavin' a cove well-known for its fishing. 

 
The game warden asked the man, 

'Do you have a license to catch those fish?' 
'Naw, sir', replied the Newfie. 'I ain't got none of dem dere 

Licenses. I don't need one. You must understand, by, dese here is 
My pet fish.' 
'Pet fish?' 

 

'Yeah. Dat's de trut' bye. Every night, I take dese fish down to de 
Cove and let 'em swim 'round for awhile. Den, when I whistles, dey 
Jump right back into dese here ice chests and I takes 'em home.' 

 
'That's a bunch of hooey! Fish can't do that.' 

 
The Newfie looked at the warden for a moment and then said, 'It's de 

Trut Mr. Government Man. I'll show ya. It really works.' 
 

'O.K.', said the warden. 'I've got to see this!' 
 

The Newfie stood on a rock and poured the fish into the cove. Then 
He stood and looked out to sea. 

 
After several minutes, the warden says, 'Well?' 

'Well, what?', says the  Newf. 
The warden says, 'When are you going to call them back?' 

'Call who back?' 
 

'The FISH', replied the warden! 
 

'What fish?', replied the Newfie. 
 

Moral of the story: We may not be as smart as some city slickers on 
De mainland but by the lard tundering jaysus we ain't as dumb as some 

Government employees.           
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ASSISTANCE FOR INDONESIA 

 

LCIF is working with local Lions to respond to massive earthquake that rocked Pandang, Indonesia. As of October 2, 

at least 1,100 people are dead and many more are missing. Officials believe 90 percent of the residents – as many as a 

few hundred people – were buried. Three villages were flattened to rubble. LCIF is in contact with local Lions, as LCIF 

receives more information, it will be posted here. 

Lions around the world can help by donating to the designated account for this specific disaster. 

Donors outside the United States can: 

 Make a credit card donation with a MasterCard, Visa or American Express by faxing to LCIF the name of your 

credit card, credit card number, expiration date and amount of donation. LCIF's fax number is 630-571-5735. 

 Mail LCIF a U.S. dollar check drawn on a U.S. financial institution. Make the check payable to LCIF. Send the check 

to LCIF, 300 W. 22nd St., Oak Brook, IL 60523, USA, Attn.: Donor Services. 

 Make a direct deposit of local currency into an existing LCI account. Send a copy to LCIF via fax (630-571-5735). 

 Do a direct wire transfer. For assistance with this option or the other donation options, contact LCIF Donor As-

sistance at donorassistance@lionsclubs.org or by phone at 630-571-5466, ext. 404. 

Donate online at www.lcif.org/donate. Select Disaster and Include ―Indonesia Earthquake‖ in the comments section 

SightFirst Celebrates 10 Years in China 

To mark the official 10-year anniversary of SightFirst China Action (SFCA), a celebratory event will 

be held in Beijing to thank and recognize the many doctors 

and medical personnel who have volunteered their time to 

make the program such a suc- cess. A press conference and 

media promotion will further support the celebration 

throughout China. In addition, three teams comprised of Lions’ leadership, local Lions, and World 

Health Organization (WHO) staff and LCIF staff, will visit three project areas in Tibet, Sichuan and 

GuangXi. SightFirst has a long reputation of preventing and reversing blindness in China, where 

nearly 20 percent of the world’s blind population lives. Through Lions Clubs International Founda-

tion (LCIF), the SFCA program was officially established in 1999, and has since become an integral 

part of sight prevention efforts throughout China. This year the program celebrates its 10th anniver-

sary as a nationwide program. The program built upon the successes of SightFirst pilot projects that 

began 16 years ago and has a successful history of saving sight for millions in China. 

SIGHTFIRST 

mailto:donorassistance@lionsclubs.org
http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/lci-foundation/supporting-our-work/make-a-donation/lions-lcif-online-donation.php
http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/news-and-events/newsroom/lions-lcif-chinaaction.php
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE (CON’T.) 

having a membership dinner slated for February of 2010. 

I reported our hopes and aspirations of the goals that I would like to see for the Markham Club in 2009 and 2010. 

I want to say a BIG THANK YOU FOR THE ALL OF THE AMAZING MARKHAM LIONS CLUB MEMBERS WHOM 

VOLUNTEERED THEIR TIME ALONG WITH THE STRONG CONTINGENT OF THE POTENTIAL LEO CLUB MEM-

BERS FROM PIERRE ELLIOTT TRUDEAU HIGH SCHOOL AND THE GIRL GUIDES IN ASSISTING AT THE MARK-

HAM FOOD BOOTH THIS YEAR, the results were not the great given the weather and low turnout, but more financial 

results will come during the upcoming dinner meeting. 

As we were maintaining the Food Booth on the Friday, several Lions members —  Jack McBride, Carl Wride and Jack 

Dawson — went to the William Armstrong Public School, There, Lions Clubs Internationals made a video of our club 

presenting to William Armstrong students and their Principal the Lion Medic Alert Bracelets, IPP Jack McBride started last 

year and we will continue to fund two more schools in the Markham area this year, This was featured in the Economist 

and Sun Newspaper. 

 

Nirmala and I attended and participated in the Milliken Lions Club 5k walk for the Southeast Asian Mental Awareness, it 

was a great event with lots of people and politicians,  a fun filled day. 

That is it….. see you at the Dinner Meeting 

Lion President Tim Armstrong 

(Continued from page 1) 

ZONE MEETING 
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THE LIGHTER SIDE  

 

Subject: Good Grandpa 

A woman in a grocery store happens 

upon a grandfather and his poorly 

behaved three year old grandson. 

It's obvious to her that Grandpa has 

his hands full with the child screaming 

for candy in the candy aisle and other 

similar aisles. 

Meanwhile, Grandpa is working his 

way around saying in a controlled 

voice, "Easy Albert, we won't be 

long .... easy boy." Another outburst 

and she hears Gramps calmly say, "It's 

okay Albert just a couple more min-

utes and we will be out of here. Hang 

in there, boy." 

At the checkout, the little terror is 

throwing items out of the cart and 

Gramps again in a controlled voice 

says, "Albert, Albert, relax buddy, 

don't get upset. We will be home in 

five minutes, stay cool, Albert."  

Very impressed, the woman goes 

outside where Gramps 

is loading his groceries and the boy 

into the car. You know sir, it's none 

of my business but you were amazing 

in there. I don't know how you did it. 

That whole time you kept your com-

posure and no matter how loud and 

disruptive he got, you just calmly kept 

saying things would be okay ...... 

"Albert is very lucky to have you as 

his Grandpa." 

"Thanks lady said Gramps, but actu-

ally I'm Albert ..... The little brats 

name is Steve." 

 

Right now I'm having amnesia and 

deja vu at the same time. I think I've 

forgotten this before.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Life summarized in 4 bottles 

 

Darn, I am already on the 3rd. 

 

Ploughing the land 

A husband and wife were driving 

down a country lane on their way to 

visit some friends. They came to a 

muddy patch in the road and the car 

became bogged. After a few minutes 

of trying to get the car out by them-

selves, they saw a young farmer com-

ing down the lane, driving some oxen 

before him. 

The farmer stopped when he saw the 

couple in trouble and offered to pull 

the car out of the mud for $50. The 

husband accepted and minutes later 

the car was free. The farmer turned 

to the husband and said, "You know, 

you're the tenth car I've helped out of 

the mud today." 

The husband looks around at the 

fields incredulously and asks the 

farmer, "When do you have time to 

plough your land? At night?" 

 

"No," the young farmer replied seri-

ously, "Night is when I put the water 

in the hole."  

 

Winning Nobel prize 
A man is driving down a country 

road, when he spots a farmer standing 

in the middle of a huge field of grass. 

He pulls the car over to the side of the 

road and notices that the farmer is just 

standing there, doing nothing, looking 

at nothing. 

 

The man gets out of the car, walks all 

the way out to the farmer and asks 

him, "Ah excuse me mister, but what 

are you doing?" 

 

The farmer replies, "I'm trying to win 

a Nobel Prize." 

 

"How?" asks the man, puzzled. 

 

"Well, I heard they give the Nobel 

Prize . . . to people who are out stand-

ing in their field."  

 

She is angry at you 

Worried because they hadn't heard 

anything for days from the widow in 

the neighboring apartment, Mrs. Sil-

ver said to her son, "Timmy, would 

you go next door and see how old 

Mrs. Kirkland is?" 

 

A few minutes later, Timmy returned. 

 

"Well," asked Mrs. Silver, "is she all 

right?" 

 

"She's fine, except that she's angry at 

you." 

 

"At me?" the woman exclaimed. 

"Whatever for?" 

 

"She said 'It's none of your business 

how old she is,'" snickered Timmy.  



PAGE 8 JUNGLE  TALK  OCTOBER 2009  

 

 

NO CHILD WITHOUT 

Editor’s Note — The following is the report of IPP Jack to Committee 

Hello Committee 

This report is to keep you informed of the outcome of the subject event.  

Lions Canada and the Canadian MedicAlert Foundation arranged for LCI 

to shoot a video of the No Child Without program and requested to use 

William Armstrong School for the session. The Communications Com-

mittee took advantage of this opportunity to obtain local PR for this un-

usual event. 

In attendance were: 

                 Past International Director  Lion Terry Graham, Lions Can-

ada MedicAlert Liaison, 

                 Lion Chris Cliff, Chair, A-16 "No Child Without" Commit-

tee,Blackstock,Ont. 

                 Lion Bruce Marshall,  

                 Lion Carl Wride, 

                 Lion Jack McBride, 

                 Deborah Legrove, Director, Canadian MedicAlert Founda-

tion, Toronto, 

                 Monica Andrus, Asst. Mgr. No Child Without Liaison, Cana-

dian MedicAlert Foundation, Toronto, 

                 Melitta Cutright, Manager Public Relations, LCI, Oak Brook, 

Illinois, 

                 Blair Pike, Principal, William Armstrong School, 

                 Nicole, Grade Three student in the MedicAlert program, 

                 Reporters from the Markham Economist and Sun and SNAP, 

                 Video producer and camera crew 

The total session lasted from 9 am until noon starting with the local re-

porters interviewing everyone above on all the aspects of the No Child 

Without program. The Economist reporter took detailed notes and with 

the press release provided should be able to write a detailed story on 

this  Markham Lions activity. Lion Carl photographed the session for the 

Club. 

The video shoot  featured Nicole and Blair Pike and stressed their grati-

tude for the protection that the NCW program provides. Also inter-

viewed on camera were PID Lion Terry, Lion Chris and Lion Jack. It will 

be shown in part or its entirety on the LCI website under the ON-Line 

Magazine which features video accounts of the Lions activities through-

out the world. It may not appear for several months  but we will be ad-

vised when it appears on the website. 

Both the local newspapers appeared genuinely interested in the merits of 

the Lions program and hopefully will write very positive stories on  Lion-

ism and the Markham Lions.  

Lion Jack 

 

About No Child Without® 

No Child Without® is a charitable pro-

gram that offers all elementary school 

aged children with medical conditions or 

allergies, free MedicAlert protection re-

gardless of their financial resources. 

Our vision is to help protect the esti-

mated 300,000 children with medical con-

ditions across Canada by offering No 

Child Without® to all 12,000 elementary 

schools over the next 5 years. 

Why is No Child Without® impor-

tant? 

Children are the most vulnerable persons 

in our society, especially during a medical 

emergency or crisis. Safe guarding your 

children’s health is our priority. That is 

why the Canadian MedicAlert Foundation 

is partnering with the Lions Clubs of Can-

ada and schools across the country to 

introduce the No Child Without® pro-

gram at no cost to families. With the rise 

in childhood diabetes, asthma and aller-

gies, thousands of children have a medical 

condition, allergy or special need that 

should be communicated to medical per-

sonnel in an emergency. The No Child 

Without® program has been created to 

provide these students with the 24 hour 

protection of the MedicAlert emergency 

information services. 

During the school day a child will interact 

with many different individuals and may be 

exposed to a variety of situations that 

could result in the need for emergency 

care. It could be at recess, at lunch, in the 

classroom or after school at a friend’s 

house or at a sports activity. Parents tell 

us that they want to ensure that vital 

medical information about their child is 

readily available and can be accurately 

communicated in an emergency. 
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 TOP TEN 

TOP TEN TRICKS TO LIVEN UP A MEETING 

 

Stand up and act indignant. Demand that the boss tell you the 'real' reason this meeting has been called. 

Spill coffee on the conference table. Produce a little paper boat and sail it down the table. 

During a meeting, each time the boss makes an important 

point, (or at least one he/ she seems to consider important), 

make a little noise like you are building up to an orgasm. 

Stay behind as everyone else, including the boss, leaves. 

Thank them for coming. 

Give a broad wink to someone else at the table. In time, 

wink at everyone. Some- times shake your head just a little, as 

if to indicate that the speaker is slightly crazy and every-

body knows it. 

Arrange to have a poorly- dressed young woman with an infant 

quietly enter the meeting, stare directly at the (male) speaker 

for a while, burst into tears, then leave the room. 

Bring a hand puppet, preferably an animal. Ask it to clarify difficult points. 

When there is a call for questions, lean back in your chair, prop your feet up on the table, smile contentedly, and say, 

"Well, here's the way I see it, J.B..." (or any other impressive-sounding initials that are not actually your boss's.) 

Complain loudly that your neighbour won't stop touching you. Demand that the boss make him/her stop doing it. 

Bring a small mountain of computer printouts to the meeting. If possible, include some old-fashioned fanfold paper for 

dramatic effect. Every time the speaker makes a point, pretend to check it in one of the printouts. Pretend to find sub-

stantiating evidence there. Nod vigorously, and say "uh-huh, uh-huh!" 

A young businessman had just started 

his own firm. He rented a beautiful 

office and had it furnished with an-

tiques. Sitting there, he saw a man 

come into the outer office. Wishing to 

appear the hot shot, the businessman 

picked up the phone and started to 

pretend he had a big deal working. 

He threw huge figures around and 

made giant commitments. Finally he 

hung up and asked the visitor, "Can I 

help you?" 

The man said, "Yeah, I've come to acti-

vate your phone lines." 
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THE ROVING EYE 
PART TWO 

Youngest visitor to food booth  and 

Nana at right 
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HEART AND STROKE 

VOLUNTEERING 
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Thank you to 

those who 

worked the 

fair booth shift 

where I was 

captain.  The 

willingness of 

the Lions and 

other volunteers was terrific.  

The only problem I could see 

was the weather and lack of at-

tendees at the Fair. 

I don’t know how many remem-

ber the first fair at the current 

grounds.  It rained and rained 

and there was no pavement any-

where.  Consequently it was a 

sea of muck.  Our children were 

small but we put them in rain 

gear and rubber boots and 

headed for the midway.  The 

children got stuck in the mud or 

ran out of their boots.  Mind you 

it wasn’t crowded — we were 

about the only ones there.  We 

survived it.  The only  people 

smiling were the Budget towing 

guys.  I think they had a very 

lucrative fair.  I had made sure I 

parked downhill so we didn’t 

have a problem. 

Back when I was co-chair of food 

booth with Lion Gord Case (a 

long time ago) we had an unusual 

problem.  We ran out of pro-

pane at midday Sunday.  It 

turned out we had a smaller tank 

in those days and Property, 

which was a separate committee,  

normally looked after refills.  

Thus nothing in the food booth 

file re this.  Anyway Lion Gord 

and I headed for the propane 

dealer.  It was closed but one of 

the drivers was there washing his 

truck.  We explained the prob-

lem and he said as soon as he got 

approval from the boss he would 

get a tank there.  We brought 

the tank, covered by a blanket, 

through the crowds on an elec-

tric golf cart. We were back in 

business shortly.  There was 

another little problem as the fair 

board had known we were out 

and ordered gas from another 

supplier.  I’m not sure who  paid 

the second bill. 

KIDS IN CHURCH  

3-year-old Reese :  

'Our Father, Who does art in 

heaven, Harold is His name.  

Amen.'  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

A little boy was overheard praying:  

'Lord, if you can't make me a better 

boy, don't worry about it.  

I'm having a real good time like I 

am.'  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

After the christening of his baby 

brother in church, Jason sobbed all 

the way home in the back seat of 

the car.  

His father asked him three times 

what was wrong.  

Finally, the boy replied, 'That 

preacher said he wanted us brought 

up in a Christian home, and I 

wanted to stay with you guys.'  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

One particular four-year-old prayed,  

'And forgive us our trash baskets  

as we forgive those who put trash in 

our baskets.'  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

A Sunday school teacher asked her 

children as they were on the way to 

church service,  

'And why is it necessary to be quiet 

in church?'  

One bright little girl replied, 

'Because people are sleeping.'  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

A mother was preparing pancakes 

for her sons, Kevin 5, and Ryan 3.  

The boys began to argue over who 

would get the first pancake.  

Their mother saw the opportunity 

for a moral lesson.  

'If Jesus were sitting here, He would 

say,  

'Let my brother have the first pan-

cake, I can wait.'  

Kevin turned to his younger brother 

and said,  

' Ryan , you be Jesus !'  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

A father was at the beach with his 

children when the four-year-old son 

ran up to him, grabbed his hand, and 

led him to the shore where a seagull 

lay dead in the sand.  

'Daddy, what happened to him?' the 

son asked.  

'He died and went to Heaven,' the 

Dad replied.  

The boy thought a moment and 

then said, 'Did God throw him back 

down?'  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

A wife invited some people to din-

ner.  

At the table, she turned to their six-

year-old daughter and said,  

'Would you like to say the blessing?'  

'I wouldn't know what to say,' the 

girl replied.  

'Just say what you hear Mommy say,' 

the wife answered.  

The daughter bowed her head and 

said, 'Lord, why on earth did I invite 

all these people to dinner?'  

EDITORIAL 


