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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Here are some happy memory snippets that come to my mind 
as I reflect on Lionism over the last month. I recall listening to 
Lion Jim Wick’s describing the career of Gino Testa, father of 
the Willow Springs owner. Thanks Lion Jim for your presenta-
tion and thanks Lion Al Webber for organizing our meeting at 
the Willow Springs Winery. I think of shivering on the parking 
lot at the Markham fairgrounds. Thanks for your fund raising 
leadership Lions Jack McBride and John Styles. 
I recall admiring a clean winterized Food Booth. Thanks for 

your property management leadership Lion Ken Harris. 
I remember analyzing a completed MLC budget for 2010-2011. Our planned con-

tribution to charity in the 2010-2011 year is expected to be 20% higher than what we 
have contributed in a typical past annual period. And, whereas last year we had a 
deficit of eleven thousand dollars, this year we have a balanced budget. Thanks for 
your financial leadership Lions Bill Dewberry and Dick Peel. 

My imagination relives dancing to loud Indian rock music at the Premier Ballroom 
on Leslie Street north of Highway 7. Thanks for your participation in this Milliken Mills 
Festival of Lights celebration Lions Grace Medland, Tim Armstrong, Mark Carrington, 
and Karim Moosaboy. I enjoyed my conversation with Karim as he explained the cul-
tural context of Indian dances performed beautifully by talented young Asian artists. 

I think of lifting a heavy box of caned soup onto a stack of similar boxes piled high 
against a wall in a room full of partially sorted and partially packed non-perishable 
food beside another room full of unsorted food-bank food waiting for our service. 
Thanks for your communication reminders Lion Dick Peel. I remember looking at 
Peace Posters entered into our Lions International art competition and perched of 
makeshift stands outside the dinning hall at Unionville Presbyterian church. Thanks 
for making it happen Lions Tim Armstrong and Jim Doak. 

I recall watching the first usage of our brand new computer projector. Thanks Li-
ons Jim Doak and Dick Peel for planning and completing this acquisition. 
I remember Remembrance Day at the Markham Library Cenotaph as we laid a reef to 
honor fallen Canadian soldiers from past and present wars. Thanks Lions Don Rattle 
and Carl Vanseader for getting the reef and organizing our participation. 

And then there was Charter night. There are so many fun time pictures that come 
to mind. The elegant and ever so professional Master of Ceremonies Lion Ken Dry-
nan; and Lion George trying to blow out the single birthday candle stuck in an odd 
looking piece of cake (FANTASTIC WORK ORGANIZING THE EVENT, THANKS 
GEORGE!!); and Lion Claire selling $880 worth of raffle tickets (WOW!); and David 
Philips getting advice from an child in grade four about using the zipper on his fly to 
light his match; and Lion Tim Armstrong receiving his membership achievement 
award from Lions Club International; and Lion Carl Wride giving Past President Lion 
Tim Armstrong the collection of all photos taken during his 2009-2010 term as Presi-
dent; and then there was Lion Jim Wicks singing about an old man and his affection 
for his old wife. There were so many wonderful moments! 
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Bits and Bytes 
Part One 

Lion Carl Wride 

 

The Food Bank is asking Markham Lions Club 
Members for assistance with the sorting of 
food at the Food Bank. There is still a lot of 
food at the to be sorted  and more is sched-
uled to come in this week. They are trying to 
clear the backlog before Christmas arrives 
and would very much appreciate any time the 
Lions could help in the next few days would be 
appreciated. The Food Bank is open every Tues-
day, Wednesday and Friday each week from 1:00-
3:00 pm. Lions please come out and help. 

__________________________________________ 

MLC Turkey Roll Fun & Games Night 

Thursday December 2, 2010 

Fun & Games & Draw for Turkeys  

For All Members, Spouses and Friends  

6:15 p.m. Refreshments 

7:00 p.m.  Pot Luck Dinner — FREE ADMISSION 
 

Lion George McKelvey 

 

Celebrating Birthdays this month are Lions Carl Wride our rov-

ing Photographer and George McKelvey our Tail Twister and 

Social & Convention Committee Chair. They both Celebrated 

their 75th Birthdays on November 7th & 13th respectively.  

Many well wishes go out to both of  them 
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THE ROVING EYE  
PART ONE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Major Joanne Binner Of the Salvation Army speak-

ing at the Nov. 4, 2010 MLC Regular Meeting on the 

work of  the Salvation Army. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Terry Harvey Community Development Co-

ordinator with the Salvation Army speaking on 

the work of the Salvation and the Christmas 

Kettle Drive. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

District A-16 Lioness Present Betty Petten making a 

presentation on the Jennifer Ashleigh Children’s 

Charity at MLC Regular Meeting Nov. 4, 2010  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lion Jim Wicks—2Minute Speaker at the 

Oct.21/2010 Regular Meeting speaking about his 

special guest and friend Mr. Gino Testa 

 
After being with her all evening, the man couldn't take another minute with his blind date. 
Earlier, he had secretly arranged to have a friend call him to the phone so he would have 

an excuse to leave if something like this happened. 
 
When he returned to the table, he lowered his eyes, put on a grim expression and said, "I 

have some bad news. My grandfather just died." 
 
"Thank heavens," his date replied. "If yours hadn't, mine would have had to!" 
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CORPORATE & NGO PARTNERS 
 

LCIF is grateful for the generosity of its corporate part-

ners.  

They share not just funds but a spirit of humanitarianism 

and a dedication to improve the lives of the needy. 

Thanks to these partners, LCIF has been able to expand 

programs, establish new initiatives and extend its service 

to others. Major corporate partners are: 

Alcon 

Alcon provides Lions working with SightFirst projects in 

Latin America the opportunity to purchase low-cost, high

-quality phacoemulsification consumables.  The kits are 

reserved exclusively for underserved patients. To date 

over 4,000 kits were made available to SightFirst projects 

in 8 countries. 

Allergan 

Allergan has been collaborating with LCIF for a number 

of years, with particular interest in glaucoma. Allergan 

provided US$50,000 to LCIF for the update of the Lions 

Eye Health Program materials in 2003. Recently, they 

awarded US$75,000 to carry out 10 glaucoma screen-

ings in high-risk populations in the United States to de-

velop the All Eyes on the Family program with LCIF. 

Bank of America 

The Chicago, Illinois, USA, division has granted 

US$10,000 to LCIF for Lions Quest programs in the Chica-

go Public Schools. 

Bausch + Lomb 

The Bausch + Lomb Early Vision Institute is partnering 

with LCIF to develop the Pediatric Cataract Initiative. In 

the pilot year of the program, Bausch + Lomb has donat-

ed US$350,000 to LCIF to screen and treat children in 

China as well as for research programs that will help 

fight pediatric cataract and prevent childhood blindness. 

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 

To support a Lions-Measles pilot program in four African 

countries, the Gates Foundation has awarded a grant to 

LCIF for US$400,000. LCIF is providing an additional 

US$300,000 and Lions are managing and implementing 

the projects. In supporting the pilot program, Lions join 

the Measles Initiative, a worldwide effort. 

Clinton Global Initiative  

The Clinton Global Initiative will work with LCIF and Lions 

on a cataract initiative in Peru by providing some of the 

cataract kit consumables. In total, 7,000 cataract surger-

ies are to be performed within the Lima metropolitan 

area. 

The Conrad N. Hilton Foundation 

US$150,000 for the Lions' health education activities in 

Mali and Niger as part of the West African Water Initia-

tive. The five-year grant helps Lions mobilize political 

will, increase the effectiveness of health education and 

enhance trachoma control activities. 

Essilor 

Essilor is assisting the Lions with equipment and training 

for the establishment of Lions lens finishing labs. Essilor 

will supply lenses and lab equipment at cost, assist in 

training Lions volunteers on how to make new glasses, 

help secure frame vendors, and find customers to pur-

chase recycled materials from Lions Eyeglass Recycling 

Centers.  

The Global Health and Education Foundation 

Pledged US$7.5 million for Campaign SightFirst II to sup-

port LCIF cataract surgery programs in Latin America, 

Africa and Asia. 

 

 

  

Continued on page 8 

http://www.alcon.com/en/index.asp
http://www.allergan.com/site/
https://www.bankofamerica.com/index.jsp
http://www.bausch.com/en_US/corporate/corpcomm/recent_news.aspx
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Pages/home.aspx
http://www.clintonglobalinitiative.org/
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/
http://essilorusa.com/Welcome/


PAGE 5 JUNGLE  TALK  NOVEMBER 2010  

 

 

 MLC CHARTER NIGHT 

 

Markham Lions Club 67
th

 Charter Night Celebration 

13 November 2010  

The Charter Night celebration of the 67
th
 year of the Markham Lions Club was called to order at 7.12pm at 

Markham Civic Centre after a pleasant cocktail hour with many visitors.  Master of Ceremonies, 3
rd

 VP Lion 
Ken Drynan, opened the event with the singing of O’ Canada, the Lions Grace, a toast to the Queen and a 
moment of silence for Lions who have passed away in the last year, especially our Lions Grant Malcolm and 
Bernie Borden.   
 

MC Lion Ken welcomed all members and guests and briefly introduced our District A-16 Governor Lion Jane 
Taylor & husband PDG Paul, 1

st
 Vice District Governor Lion Larry Bell & wife Susan and Markham Councilors 

Carolina Moretti and John Webster.  
 

Dinner featured Salmon or Roast Beef with Baked Potatoes and vegetables. Dessert was assorted Pastries & 
Fruit. 
 
After dinner Lion President Larry Tod welcomed all our guests, especially noting Lions from the New Horizon 
Lions Club including Region Chair Lion Margaret Law & husband Danny.Leung and Zone Chair Lion Tim Arm-
strong and his wife Nirmala. 
 

Recognizing a special birthday this day, we all sang Happy Birthday to Tail Twister and Social & Convention 
Committee Chair, Lion George McKelvey.  
 

District Governor Lion Jane Taylor brought greetings from District A-16 and congratulated Markham Lions 
Club for 67 years of Service. 
  
Lion George McKelvey introduced our speaker, Mr. David Phillips, Senior Climatologist for Environment Cana-
da.  David congratulated MLC for long Service to our community, Canada and the whole world. He told us 
there are 2 billion hours of volunteerism each year in Canada.  In his talk, David told us many weather related 
stories in a most entertaining style. He pointed out how important the weather is to our society in Canada, and 
to our interpersonal relationships too.  It was a lot of fun. 
       
Markham Councillor Carolina Moretti brought greetings from the Town of Markham, and spoke of volunteers 
such as Lions as the heartbeat of our community.  
    
Looking Back: Lion Jim Wicks told many stories showing that over the years, MLC members have had lots of 

adventures and good fun whilst serving our community.  

Special Presentation: On behalf of Lions Clubs International, Lion President Larry Tod presented a crystal pin 
to Immediate Past President Lion Tim Armstrong in recognition of strong net membership growth in 2009-
2010.  

Region 18 Chair, Lion Margaret Law, praised the work done by MLC and our pioneering spirit, which has 

made significant contribution to the growth of Lionism in our geography. 

Lion President Larry completed presentations by telling us of his own very positive feelings for Lionism, and 
saying that we can be catalysts to create even better harmony amongst the many cultures in Markham. Lions 
are already working to that end. 

  

Everyone had a wonderful fun fill evening. Many thanks to the Social and Convention Committee. 
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MD’A’ FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR LIONS QUEST 

Request to Lions of MD"A" for financial support for Lions Quest 
September 2010  

To Lions Clubs in District A15  

Lions have a long legacy of being committed to programs that serve our youth. One of the most successful and 
far-reaching programs is Lions Quest. Over the past 25 years, we have trained 45,000 teachers and touched 

the lives of millions of students. To continue this great work, we must have the commitment of Lions Clubs.  
I’m sure you have heard the horror stories about bullying? Have you wiped away the tears from a loved one’s 

eyes when they have been excluded or teased by their friends? Are you worried about the risks that children 
today face – cyber bullying, drugs, gangs & violence?  

Through the Lions Quest program students learn how to make good decisions, get along with one another, 

resolve conflicts peacefully, build positive family & peer relationships, and set goals. For more information 
about introducing the program to your schools, please visit www.lionsquest.ca.  

Lions Quest is viable.  
Lions Quest is needed.  

Lions Quest is respected.  

Lions Quest is wanted  
Over the past 10 years, changed funding priorities for school boards, and significantly reduced Lions Club do-

nations for Lions Quest has resulted in a major loss of revenue. Expenses have been cut as far as they can be. 
As a result we are now in serious financial difficulty even though our programs are needed and wanted.  

We need your help to increase revenue immediately so as to restore the programs to the level of activity we 
were experiencing just a few years ago. Lions Quest urgently needs your financial help.  

We, the Governors of MD’A’ have investigated the situation and unanimously approved and advanced a 

$70,000 loan to Lions Quest Canada, to be repaid to MD’A’ within two years.  
The MD’A’ Council of Governors are challenging every club in Multiple District A to donate a minimum of $250 

to Lions Quest this fall to become Lions Quest Champions. I’m confident that we can achieve this goal in Dis-
trict A15, a District of 100% Lions Quest Champions. (Note: each Lions Quest Champion Club will receive and 

appropriate Banner patch).  

The time to act is now. As Lions, we can and must make a difference. Please send your donation to Lions 
Quest, Box 33049, Waterloo, ON N2T 2M9.  

  

Mr. Ian Frazer( Left) Treasurer of the Markham 

Non-Profit Homes EMBHP presenting Lion Presi-

dent Larry Tod with a Plaque at the Oct. 21, 

2010 regular Meeting in appreciation for MLC 

generous donation towards the project which 

encouraged others to support the project. 

A Plaque on behalf of the Markham Lions Club 

will be installed in the Non-Profit Housing Build-

ing namely Tony Wong’s Place. 
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THE LIGHTER SIDE 
 

 A  story I'll tell of a burglar bold 

Who started to rob a house; 

He opened the window, and then 

crept in 

As quiet as a mouse. 

He looked around for a place to 

hide, 

'Till the folks were all asleep, 

Then said he, "With their money 

I'll take a quiet sneak." 

So under the bed the burglar crept; 

He crept up close to the wall; 

He didn't know it was an old maid's 

room 

Or he wouldn't have had the gall. 

He thought of the money that he 

would steal, 

As under the bed he lay; 

But at nine o'clock he saw a sight 

That made his hair turn gray. 

At nine o'clock the old maid came 

in; 

"I am so tired," she said; 

She thought that all was well that 

night 

So she didn't look under the bed. 

She took out her teeth and her big 

glass eye, 

And the hair from off her head; 

The burglar, he had forty fits 

As he watched from under the bed. 

From under the bed the burglar 

crept, 

He was a total wreck; 

The old maid wasn't asleep at all 

And she grabbed him by the neck. 

She didn't holler, or shout or call, 

She was as cool as a clam; 

She only said, "The Saints be 

praised, 

At last I've got a man!" 

From under the pillow a gun she 

drew, 

And to the burglar she said, 

"Young man, if you don't marry me, 

I'll blow off the top of your head!" 

She held him firmly by the neck, 

He hadn't a chance to scoot; 

He looked at the teeth and the big 

glass eye, 

And said, "Madam, for Pete's sake, 

shoot!" 

There's quite an art to falling apart 

as the years go by, 

And life doesn't begin at 40. That's a 

big fat lie. 

My hair's getting thinner, my body is 

not; 

The few teeth I have are beginning 

to rot. 

 

I smell of Vick's-Vapo-Rub, not 

Chanel # 5; 

My new pacemaker's all that keeps 

me alive. 

When asked of my past, every de-

tail I'll know, 

But what was I doing 10 minutes 

ago? 

 

Well, you get the idea, what more 

can I say? 

I'm off to read the obituary, like I 

do every day; 

If my names not there, I'll once 

again start - 

Perfecting the art of falling apart 

 

In the dim and distant past 

When life's tempo wasn't so fast, 

Grandma used to rock and knit, 

Crochet, tat and baby sit. 

 

When the kids were in a jam, 

They could always call on Gram. 

But today she's in the gym 

Exercising to keep slim. 

 

She's checking the web or surfing 

the net, 

Sending some e-mail or placing a 

bet. 

Nothing seems to stop or block 

her, 

Now that Grandma's off her rock-

er. 

 

A reporter was interviewing a 104 

year-old woman: "And what do you 

think is the best thing about being 

104?" the reporter asked. 

 

She simply replied, "No peer pres-

sure." 

 
The nice thing about being senile is 

you can hide your own Easter eggs. 

 
I've sure gotten old. I've had two By

-pass surgeries. A hip replacement, 

new knees. Fought prostate cancer, 

and diabetes. I'm half blind, can't 

hear anything quieter than a jet 

engine, take 40 different medica-

tions that make me dizzy, winded, 

and subject to blackouts. Have 

bouts with dementia. Have poor 

circulation, hardly feel my hands 

and feet anymore. Can't remember 

if I'm 85 or 92. Have lost all my 

friends. 

 

But.....Thank God, I still have my 

Florida driver's license! 

 
When you are young, you want to 

be the master of your fate and the 

captain of your soul. When you are 

older, you will settle for being the 

master of your weight and the cap-

tain of your bowling team. 
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CORPORATE & NGO PARTNERS CON’T 

Johnson and Johnson, Asia-Pacific Vision Care 

Johnson and Johnson has committed US$1.64 million to help fund Sight for Kids screenings for 12 million children throughout 

Asia since 2002. Sight for Kids involves eye health awareness, education and children's eye screening. The screenings are coor-

dinated by local Lions, Johnson and Johnson staff and local medical personnel. 

Merck & Co., Inc. 

More than US$1 million of donated Mectizan to prevent river blindness in Latin America and Africa. 

Noor Dubai 

US$1.18 million to treat 5.3 million people in four African countries as part of SightFirst onchocerciasis control programs. 

Rexton, Inc. 

In-kind services and hearing aid contributions for the Lions Affordable Hearing Aid Project 

Women's Eye Health.org 

In-kind services to develop eye health educational materials aimed at women, children and seniors. 

 ROVING EYE: 

PART TWO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MLC Members assisting with parking cars for the Antique & Collectables Show at the Markham Fair Grounds 

on October 30, 2010 

http://www.jnj.com/home.htm
http://www.merck.com/
http://www.rexton.com/
http://www.womenseyehealth.org/
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LIONS INTERNATIONAL 
 

LIONS INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION—JULY 4 TO 8, 2011 

Join thousand of Lions around the world at the 94th International Convention in Seattle, 

Washington, USA. 

There will be ; 

1. Exhibits and workshops will take place at the Washington State Convention Centre in 

downtown Seattle 

2. Plenary sessions, featuring former U.S. Secretary of State Condoleeza Rice and the gala 

International Show will be at the Key Arena at the Seattle Centre, site of the Space Needle. 

As July is peak tourist season in Seattle make your plans to attend now. Register by December 

31, to lock in the lowest registration fee and Lions Hotel rates. 

The Lions organization has made a tremendous impact on more than 80 million lives. Without the Lions, 

we would not have been able to bring the drug for river blindness to those who need it most.” 

 
Become a Contributing Member, Support Someone in Need 

What do nearly 100,000 Lions have in common each year? They become Contributing Members by donating at least 
US$20 to LCIF. The Contributing Membership program is an annual program that recognizes three levels of support: 
US$20, US$50 and US$100. Donations support our humanitarian efforts, with 100 percent of every contribution going 
to LCIF programs. Become a Contributing Member today and help someone in need. 

    ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

137,000,000 

The number of doses of Mectizan distributed by LCIF to people in 15 countries around the world 

to treat and control river blindness. 
 ______________________________________________________________________________________________    

 
Partnership with Special Olympics Grows as Milestone is Reached   
During the 2010 Special Olympics Europe/Eurasia Regional Games, Lions screened the 200,000th athlete through 
the Special Olympics-Lions Clubs International Opening Eyes Program. To continue and expand this program, LCIF re-
cently awarded a grant of US$1.12 million. To date, LCIF has contributed more than US$12.2 million to support the 
partnership, which is celebrating 10 years of service to disabled athletes. More than 12,000 Lions have volunteered in 
the program. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Honor Roll 
The LCIF Honor Roll recognizes individuals who donate US$100 to LCIF or in whose name a donation was made by oth-

ers. Recipients receive an Honor Roll certificate and their names are added to the Honor Roll at International Head-

quarters. 

 

http://lionsclubs.org/EN/lci-foundation/supporting-our-work/donor-recognition/lcif-don-contributing.php
http://lionsclubs.org/EN/lci-foundation/our-programs/disability/lcif-gr-special-olympics.php
http://lionsclubs.org/EN/lnn/video-view.php?c=2&id=37
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VOLUNTEERISM/THE THIRD WAVE 

Orientation to Organization 
An orientation clarifies the relationship between volunteers and the organization. It familiarizes volunteers 

with the organization by providing information on the policies and procedures that influence work and in-

volvement with others. Volunteers need adequate training to perform tasks without putting themselves or 

others at risk. Training prepares volunteers to do the work required by the position and to meet the expec-

tations of their volunteer assignments. 

Consider developing a volunteer welcome and orientation manual. An orientation manual can provide a 

consistent and comprehensive template for welcoming new volunteers, assist and enhance an organiza-

tion's efforts to educate volunteers about their role in the organization, their rights and responsibilities 

while at the same time, providing an overview of the organization's history, mission, its policies and proce-

dures. 

Assigning tasks: The key to a successful volunteer placement is the right match between a volunteer 

and the volunteer assignment. The volunteer position plays even a greater role for short-term or episodic 

volunteers who may only have a few days or a few weeks to give to the organization. For episodic volun-

teers assigning a particular tasks often involves reviewing the position description, ensuring volunteers are 

comfortable with its contents and then letting them do the job, perhaps pairing them with a buddy in the 

process. Episodic volunteers are often trained simply "by doing". Whatever type of volunteer you may have, 

take the time to ensure that the person you matched to a specific position fully understands their role, 

their responsibilities and the goals of the position.  

Provision of information, tools, and resources: Provide all resources that volunteers may need to achieve 

the goals of the position. Screening does not end once the volunteer is in place. Orientation and training 

sessions give volunteers general information about your organization and provide specific information 

about the volunteer position. Orientation and training help your volunteers feel confident and prepared. 

You also decrease the chances of problems occurring by helping volunteers know what is to be expected. 

 THE THIRD WAVE—By John MacMillan 

In the early seventies, I remember reading a very 

interesting book called “The Third Wave,” by the 

futurist Alvin Toffler.  The development of Agri-

culture was the first wave, the Industrial Revolu-

tion the second, and he called the third wave the 

Information Age and how do you like it so far? 

We are now inundated with information from the 

internet, emails, text messages and all-day news 

from TV channels and radio stations.  Who would 

have thought years ago that a station dedicated to 

giving you weather forecasts 24 hours a day could 

be sustainable? 

We don’t even have to sit down at a computer to 

receive this information.  We now have the capa-

bility of receiving it anywhere there are wireless 

signals, through hand-held devices such as Black-

berries, cell phones and other gizmos beginning 

with the letter “I” .  Indeed, Apple Inc. Has made 

gazillions of dollars selling us things we never 

knew we needed. 

What has all this information brought us?  There 

is no doubt that the advent of computer systems 

and the equipment that supports them has pro-

vided untold benefits to society and in particular, 

business enterprises.  But, in the worlds of an old 

WWII movie, have we gone “Abridge to Far?” 

We seem to have lost the need for personal con-

versation, preferring to use emails or texting in-

stead of picking up the phone, but sometimes all 

we seem to use email for is to circulate jokes and 

homilies.  Actual speaking with someone with all 

the body languages and verbal intonations is usu-

ally a better communication method.  We have 

also discarded spelling and punctuation in our 

rush to send as many messages as possible 

(teenagers actually have a contest to see how 

quickly they can type texts!)  Speed of communi-

cation is of the essence.  Writing an honest-to-

goodness conversational letter has gone the way 

of the Dodo bird. 

Is all this good for us?  Personally, I don’t think 

so.  At the risk of being called a Ludite, I have 

given up my cell phone and I don’t miss it.  In the 

words of the poet, we need to slow down and smell 

the roses. 
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BITS & BYTES  

PART TWO 

"Art & Soul" Holiday Food Drive in Support of the Markham Food Bank 
Saturday, November 27th - Thursday, December 23rd, 2010 

Location: Markville Shopping Centre (Centre Court downstairs from the food court) 

5000 Highway 7 East 

On November 27 from 10 a.m. - 6 p.m., the “Art & Soul” Holiday Food Drive will kick-off at Markville Shop-

ping Centre with a free social painting event hosted by Paintlounge! Local artists and the general public will 

have the opportunity to try out social painting as they decorate large food collection boxes made of stretched 

canvases.  

 

From November 27th to December 23rd, the painted food collection boxes will be available at Markville 

Shopping Center and all Markham Public Library locations for food donations in support of the Markham 

Food Bank. After the food drive, each canvas will be auctioned off with all proceeds going to the Markham 

Food Bank. The silent auction will take place from December 24th to January 16th at the Markville Shopping 

Center’s Hospitality Lounge.  

 

Currently in York Region, 10 percent of the population experiences some degree of food insecurity. While the 

demand for food supplies continues to rise, local food banks are experiencing a decline with food drive collec-

tions. With the holiday season just around the corner, join us in supporting the local community! This cam-

paign is presented by Paintlounge, in partnership with the Town of Markham, Markville Shopping Centre, and 

the Markham Arts Council.  

The 30th Annual Unionville Olde Tyme Christmas 

& Candlelight Parade 

Unionville's Annual Olde Tyme Christmas and Candlelight Parade is an unforgettable event that 

will leave you infused with the spirit of Christmas.  A candlelight parade, Victorian-style carol-

ers, streetlamps, sleigh bells, and carriage rides . . . a Christmas card scene comes alive as 

Main Street Unionville celebrates its 30th Annual Olde Tyme Christmas on December 3rd 

through December 5th, 2010.  

 

Few places can replicate an old-fashioned Christmas as realistically as Main Street Union-

ville.  Village charm, quaint architecture and small town courtesy are the hallmarks of the 

town’s most popular winter attraction. 
The festivity commences on Friday, December 3, 2010 at 7 p.m. with the Candlelight Pa-

rade winding its way along Main Street Unionville from the Crosby Arena to the Planing 

Mill.  Watch out for the arrival of Santa Claus!  Beautiful handcrafted floats carry costumed chil-

dren and carolers.  Your favourite Christmas tunes are played by bands and musical ensemble. 

Small candy canes are given out by Santa's little helpers to anyone who likes sweet treats. 

 

Throughout the weekend visitors can get a head start on Christmas shopping with a fine selec-

tion of gifts, clothing and foods from throughout the world at Main Street Unionville’s specialty 

stores and boutiques.  They are filled with beautiful handcrafted and specialty items and fash-

ionable clothing for kids and adults. Afterwards, share in a delicious meal with your family and 

friends at one of the many world class restaurants. 

 

The Annual Old Time Christmas and Candle Light Parade has become one of Unionville's cher-

ished Christmas traditions. 
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Halloween reminds us that summer 

has passed and the fall with all its 

splendor of falling leaves reminds us 

that winter is fast approaching. 

Halloween is celebrated on October 

31, and is observed by many coun-

tries in Europe and North America.  

With all the ghosts and goblins float-

ing around, children hopping from 

house to house, RIP signs every-

where, costumes parties, trick-or-

treating in costumes, carving pump-

kins, ghost tours, haunted attractions, 

bonfires and fireworks displays, 

eminds us of Halloween. 

Gone are the days when I took my 

children, who are now grown, out on 

Halloween.  I can remember my wife 

shopping for costumes, the frustration 

of decision making, and finally hav-

ing the children decide on a costume.  

If that was not bad enough, having to 

escort them around the neighborhood, 

hopping from house to house and the 

collection of candies and fruit, some-

times even pennies. 

The night will culminate with the 

children wanting to eat as many can-

dies the night of October 31.  The job 

of going through the many sweets 

was also the order of the night, 

searching to make sure there were no 

signs of damaged candies or danger 

awaits us. 

Halloween was first discovered in the 

sixteenth century.  The custom of 

wearing costumes and masks at Hal-

loween goes back to Celtic traditions 

of attempting to copy the evil spirits 

or placate them, in Scotland for in-

stance where the dead were imper-

sonated by young men with masked 

veiled or blackened dressed in white. 

The practice of using candle lanterns 

carved from turnips was adapted into 

making jack-o-lantern.  These turnips 

were placed in windows to ward off 

demons.  The carving of pumpkins is 

associated with Halloween in North 

America, where pumpkins are availa-

ble, sometimes larger than life, and 

making it easier to carve than turnips.  

Pumpkins are carved into frightening 

faces, almost scary in some cases. 

The telling of ghost stories and view-

ing of horror films are common fix-

tures of Halloween parties. Episodes 

of television series and Halloween 

specials usually aimed for children 

are commonly aired on or before the 

Halloween and new horror films are 

often release in theatres in time for 

that date to take advantage of the 

occasion. 

Halloween is not celebrated in all 

countries and regions of the world 

and among those that do the tradi-

tions and importance of the celebra-

tion vary significantly. Celebration in 

the United States and Canada has had 

a significant impact on how the event 

is observed in other nations. This 

larger North American influence, 

particularly in iconic and commercial 

elements has extended to many plac-

es such as Europe, Asia, Australia 

and South America. 

Santa Claus is coming to Markham on Saturday, November 27, 2010! 

   

Watch over 100 floats and fabulous bands showcasing a variety of local talent. 

   

Parade route commences at 11 a.m. at Markham Village Community Centre, corner of High-

way 7 & Main Street Markham, and travels north of Main Street Markham to end on the south 

side of 16th Avenue. 

  

This event is organized by the Rotary Club of Markham Sunrise Inc. To register for the parade call 416-229-2581 

ext. 23.  

 

Immediately after the Santa Parade, join us for Santa Fest & the Festival of Lights! Entertainment for the whole fam-

ily all day and all night. Free horse drawn wagon rides, free pictures with Santa, food and craft vendors, live enter-

tainment, carollers, a petting zoo and TnT ball hockey.  

At 5 p.m., the Mayor will light the 30' Christmas tree and then fireworks!! 


