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PRESIDENTõS MESSAGE 

 

Well, it hasnõt been the warmest of spring, has it? As we shivered 

in the cold and rainy weather last Saturday at the arena trying to 

coax Markhamites that it was time to buy their Victoria Day fire-

works, we were all convinced that winter was coming back in for 

one final blow. Fireworks sales seem to be dependant on the 

weather and although the first two days were miserable, the fore-

cast for Sunday and Monday of total sunshine should turn it 

around.  

Spring always appears to be our busiest time of the year for our 

active club and this year is no exception. In April, May and June we 

have something going almost every week.  

Every Tuesday we have been supporting the Food Bank as they pack and store for the summer sea-

son. Lion Fred tells me that he was there last Tuesday with other Lions and the food is still coming in 

from some of the stores. Itõs starting to back up in the system and Kathy definitely needs  help to get 

it all packed. The Food Bank would be more that pleased if we can all make a special effort on the 

next 4 Tuesdays at 1 pm to give them a hand. See you there. 

On April 17th, 16 Markham Lions plus their spouses and friends attended the District A-16 Conven-

tion in Oshawa. I believe that we had the largest turnout of any of the 52 Lions and 10 Lionesses 

Clubs at the Convention. .The Markham suite was popular as we had 50 -60 Lions through the suite 

over the 3 days.  We met old friends and made new friends over this period. The highlight of the con-

vention was the Governors Banquet where Past International President Jimmy Ross, a tall Texan 

rancher who wore a ten gallon hat continuously, gave a rousing, dynamic speech on what it means to 

be a Lion.  This Lion has been responsible for chartering over 5oo clubs and signing up thousands of 

new Lions. Another major highlight was the award won by Lion Dave Galloway for producing the best 

Newsletter in the District. We know that we have an excellent newsletter and now we know that it 

itõs the best in the district. Congratulations Lion Dave.  

 The low-point of the weekend was the disappointment that we all experienced  in Lion Davidõs elec-

tion loss. Lion David spent hours, weeks and months on the campaign trail and worked very hard to 

become 1st Vice District Governor. I know that we are all very proud of his efforts in representing 

our club and we thank him for his outstanding dedication to Lionism.  

Congratulations to the Health Services and the Food Booth Committees for their contribution of 

their time and energies to raise over $3000 for the 3rd Annual Shania Sunflower of Hope Fun Fair on 

May 2. They are proud that their efforts will go a long way to finding a cure for childhood neuroblas-

toma. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Bits and Bytes 

Museum Opening  We have scheduled our grand opening at 12:30 PM on 

Saturday 13 June, 2009. The Museum is celebrating Community Day with 

lots of activities so we are anticipating an excellent turnout.  

The exhibit room will be opened by Markhamõs Mayor, Frank Scarpitti. The 

Master of Ceremonies will be Cathy Molloy, Manager of the Museum.  We 

anticipate Carolina Moretti, the Ward 4 Councillor and Helena Jaczek, the 

Oak Ridges ð Markham MPP will be attending. Enzo Greco, of the Museum 

staff, is the event co-coordinator. 

As many Lions as possible should attend with vests for the event.  

Family Cub Program Coming Soon and How You Can Help  

The new Family Cub Program, in connection with the Family Membership 

Program, is being introduced at the 92nd Lions Clubs International Conven-

tion in Minneapolis. Formulated especially to encourage families to volunteer 

together, children under the age of 12 will have the opportunity to build a 

lifelong dedication to helping those in need. Cubs will be distinguished with 

age-specific patches and Lions clubs will be equipped with a guide full of age-

appropriate activities. 

Now here is where we need your help! Cubs will be divided into three age 

categories: under age 3, ages 4-7 and ages 8-12. Lions Clubs International is 

looking for a series of names to give to each of the three age categories. 

Submit your Cub name ideas at the Extension & Membership Booth at the 

Minneapolis convention or to the Membership Programs and New Clubs 

Marketing Department. Look for more information on the Family Cub Pro-

gram coming in July. 

 
The Farmers' Market of Markham Village captures the good old fash-

ioned traditions of the past. The "turn of the century" look of the market is 

enhanced by a charming venue, complete with old fashioned signs and cano-

pies. 

Every Saturday from May 9 to October 10, 2009 the Markham Farmers' 

Market takes place 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Featuring many organically grown fruits and vegetables, as well as baked 

goods, preserves, flowers and much much more! The main focus is quality 

and competitive pricing. 

Listen to live entertainment every week while you stroll, sip your coffee and 

pick your produce. Musical talent ranges from folk to jazz. 

The Market is located at Robinson Street and Main Street North, Markham. 

There is ample free parking behind many of the retail shops.   

 

The U.S. State Department allocated US$575,680 over five years to 

support Lions Quest pilot programs in the Czech Republic, Poland, Estonia, 

Lithuania, Ukraine, Lebanon and Hungary. Lions Quest recently received a 

commitment for over $1 million as a subcontract with the State Department 

for work in Eastern Europe.  

mailto:memberprog@lionsclubs.org
mailto:memberprog@lionsclubs.org
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