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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

 Doing charity with good friends, as part of a large 

credible organization.  Does it get any better than that?  

Maybe. What about eating-out with the same old friends 

in the middle of the day when we are wide awake and 

when our choice of food is better than a dream?  Wel-

come back ROMEO!! Thanks Bob!!  Speaking of good 

friends, welcome to our club Ahamed, Carolyn, Glenn, 

Ian, Julie, and Thelma. I hope you enjoy it as much as I do. 

  

 This is a really busy time of the year. Wow! We had 12 members park-

ing cars for money on Saturday the 23rd. Thanks John for managing this one. 

We have 20 folks planning to attend our district convention at the end of the 

month. On the same weekend we have two other events: Shania fundraiser, 

and the MD―A‖ speech contest finals for high school students. Thanks Ken, 

Tim, and Jim for leading us throughout these events. Also we have the annual 

clean-up at Camp Kirk. Thanks to Ken and Tom for taking the reigns on this 

MLC work for the District. And then on May 11 we have a bunch of volunteers 

who are going to help a new Mount Joy public school raise funds for their 

school enhancement program. Carl, thanks for directing us on this one. Also 

we have a lot of momentum building for our first annual Purina Walk for Dog 

Guides at the end of May. Thanks Ken Drynan for being the conductor on this 

one. Oh yah, and what about the raffle ticket sales, going well thanks to the 

efforts of Ron and all of our keen sales folks. On top of all of this we have two 

hugely significant fund raising events to complete: flower sales and fireworks 

sales. Thanks to all participants and leaders for what I assume will be two 

more successful events. 

 Bernie Borden, may he rest in peace, will be remembered each year 

thanks to the initiative of Bill Hosking who has named our annual trip to the 

Franklin Fishing Club resort after him. This one-day outing will be called The 

Bernie Borden Memorial Fishing Day. 

 

CHEERS!! 

Lion President Larry 
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EDITORIAL 

 

 

 

Lion Mark Carrington 
 

 

Spring is in the air at least it feels that 

way. Just a few months ago we were wish-

ing and hoping for a white Christmas. Now 

the snow is gone, the weather is changing 

and buds are popping up everywhere and 

yes we can definitely say spring is in the 

air. 

I am sure most of us welcome the change and are looking forward to 

the many outdoor activities. We welcome the opportunity to clean 

up the yard and the garden and prepare for the planting of flowers. 

This gives us an opportunity to get some fresh air, talk with our 

neighbours who we have not seen since last fall and very soon look 

forward to the summer BBQ‘s. I cannot speak for others but for me I 

look forward to the planting of flowers and vegetables and generally 

sitting around outside come the summer. 

 

As we all know with the arrival of spring, many of us Lions are 

making preparation for the our spring/summer outdoor activities, 

such as, Shania Fun Fair of Hope at Markham Fair Grounds, the 

selling of flowers and Pancake breakfast to raised funds and our 

environmental projects cleaning up the Brother Andre‘ and Carmen 

Lewis parks. More importantly, what is new for us this year is our 

participation in Purina Walk for Dog Guides. This amazing event 

will take place on May 29, 2011 in Milne Park and I know we are all 

looking forward to this spring event with great excitement. 

 

So let us welcome the spring and do whatever it takes to get us mo-

tivated into the upcoming activities. It is very important that we get 

out and about and see how best we can do the things we do well to 

help others. 

 Quote: 

“I don’t know what your destiny will be, but one 

thing I do know the only ones among you who will 

be really happy are those who have sought and 

found how to serve.” 

     Dr. Albert Schweitzer 
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BITS  AND BITES 

MLC Up-Coming Events: 

PURINA® WALK FOR DOG GUIDES: May 29, 2011 in Milne Park commencing at 10:00 a.m. 

Walk at 11:00 a.m. 

Shania Sunflower of hope Fun Day: is April 30, 2011 at the Markham Fair Grounds       

9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Raffle Draw: Tickets are still on sale for the 1 week Alaskan Cruise at $20.00 each.  

Golf Tournament: 2nd Annual Golf Tournament on July 23, 2011 at the Cherry Downs. Golf 

Course. 

Mount Joy Public School Fun Fair: May 11, 2011. 3pm to 8:30 pm—281 Williamson Rd.     

Markham. 

MD “A” Convention: May 26-29, 2011, Hampton Inn & Conference Centre, Ottawa. 

Birthdays & Anniversary Celebrations 

      Lion Thelma Stephens                Lion Bill Milligan 

                Lion Michael Clarke 

Lions Thelma Stephens, Bill Milligan, and Michael 

Clarke celebrated birthdays and Lion Stan Buell celebrat-

ed an anniversary this month. Their birthdays and anni-

versary were duly recognized at the  Regular Meeting of 

the membership on April 21, 2011. We wish them all a 

happy birthday and happy anniversary. 

       Lion Stan Buell 
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PURINA® WALK FOR DOG GUIDES 

PART- ONE 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Markham Lions Club is once again hosting a Purina Walk for Dog Guides with all funds raised going di-

rectly to the Lions Foundation of Canada. LFC is a national charitable foundation created by Lions Clubs 

across Canada.  Its mission is to provide service to Canadians with disabilities in the areas of mobility, safety 

and independence. 

Since 1983, Lions Foundation of Canada has provided specially trained Dog Guides at no cost to people of all 

ages from coast to coast. 

Each Dog Guide costs approximately $20,000.00 to raise and train yet they are provided at no cost to qualified 

applicants.  Lions Foundation of Canada does not receive any government funding and relies on the support of 

fundraising events and donations from service clubs, corporations, foundations and individuals across the 

country. 

Since its debut in 1985, the Purina Walk for Dog Guides continues to be an important aspect of Lions Founda-

tion of Canada‘s fundraising.  The Purina Walk for Dog Guides is truly a national event that is held in over 

200 communities and in every province across Canada.   

The Markham Lions Club is hosting this Purina Walk for Dog Guides on National Walk Day, Sunday May 29, 

2011. The location is picturesque Milne Park in the heart of Markham. Registration will commence at 

10.00am, with the Walk scheduled to commence at 11.00am. Light refreshments will be served after the event. 

The Markham Lions Club will be joined by the Markham Leos Club to make this an event for all ages.  Regis-

ter on-line at www.purinawalkfordogguides.com, or obtain sign up forms complete with donation pledge forms 

at your local pet store, grooming salon or veterinarian clinic.  Bring the forms on Walk Day, support Dog 

Guides, and have fun! 

 

Reproduced courtesy of LFC  

 PURINA® WALK FOR DOG GUIDES 

 Continue on Page 5 
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PURINA® WALK FOR DOG GUIDES 

PART-TWO 

 

 

PURINA® Walk for Dog Guides—Publicity Launched 

On Sunday April 17, 2011 approximately 20 members of the Markham Lions Club and friends with 
their dogs braved the cold  windy weather conditions to launch the publicity for the Lions Founda-
tion of Canada Purina Walk for Dog Guides. This is  slated to be an exciting event, so get out and 
participate in this worthwhile cause. 

 

 

Continued from Page 4 
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 VOLUNTEER AWARDS/EFFECTIVE SPEAKING  

District  A-16 Effective Speaking Contest 

Three young ladies from St. Brother André Catholic High 
School won #1 spots in their respective categories at the Lions 
District A-16 Effective Speaking contest on Saturday, March 
26.  Markham Lions Club brought four students to the competi-
tion, the 4th being from Pierre Elliott Trudeau Public High 
School.   

The winners were; 
 

In the Photo L - R  
Jennifer Mason: Senior English -  The Lessons of Dr. Seuss   #1 
Frederique Rajotte: Senior French -  The Importance of Education  #1 
Brittany Singh: Intermediate English -  The Importance of Taking a Blood Test  #1 (last on the right) 

Second from right is last year’s A-16 winner Katie Raskina 
 

Paiam Roustaeian: Senior French -  Réaliser son Potentiel     #2  From Pierre Elliot Trudeau High 
School. (not in the Photo) 

The three winners will participate in the Multiple District "A" Effective Speaking contest on April 30 at the 
Toronto Airport Holiday Inn hotel. A Banquet will be held that evening after the contest, where awards 
will be presented. Overall winners of Senior and Intermediate categories win a $1,000 prize.  

Ontario Volunteer Awards Recipients  

The members of the Mark-

ham Lions who received The 

Ontario Volunteer Award at 

a ceremony on March 31, 

2011. 

L—R Lion Ken Harris, 10 

Year Award, Lion President 

Larry Tod, (a Guest) Lion 

Grace Medland, 10 Year 

Award, Lions Ken Tranter 

and Carl Vanseader, 30 

Year Awards. 

Note: Also receiving awards 

but not present were; Lions 

Bill Hosking and Bruce 

Marshall, 10 Year Awards. 
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THE LIGHTER SIDE 

A driver is stuck in a traffic jam going into down-

town Ottawa. 

Nothing is moving north or south. 

Suddenly a man knocks on his window. 

The driver rolls down his window and asks, "What hap-

pened? What's the hold-up?" 

"Terrorists have kidnapped Michael Ignatieff, Gordon 

Campbell, Conrad Black, Brian Mulroney, Gilles Du-

ceppe and Stephen Harper. They are asking for a $10 

million dollar ransom...otherwise, they are going to 

douse them with gasoline and set them on fire. We are 

going from car to car, taking up a collection." 

The driver asks, "On average, how much is everyone 

giving?" 

"About four litres!" 

       ***************************************** 

An old man went to the social security office to sign up. 

He had stood in the line for a very long time until it 

was finally his turn. The lady behind the counter ask 

him for identification. He went to get his wallet out of 

his back pocket and realized he had left it at home. The 

lady told him that it was alright he could just show her 

his chest hairs and if they were grey she knew he was 

old enough for social security. 

After everything was done there he went home and told 

his wife how his day went. He told her that he had for-

gotten his wallet at home and the lady at the social se-

curity office just ask him to pull down the front of his 

shirt and she could tell he was old enough. After listen-

ing to his story his wife told him if he had dropped his 

pants he probably could have gotten disability too. 

       ***************************************** 

A man came home from work one day to find his wife 

sitting on the front porch with her bags packed.  

He asked her where she was going and she replied, "I'm 

going to Las Vegas." 

He asked her why she was going.  

She told him, "I just found out that as a woman I can 

make $400 a night doing what I give you for free." 

He went into the house, packed his bags and returned 

to the porch. 

His wife said, "And just where do you think you are go-

ing?" 

"I''m going too!" he replied. 

"Why?" she asked.  

"I want to see how you are going to live on $800 a year!" 

       ******************************************* 

A young lady stops by her grandmother's house on the 

way to a dance. She wants to introduce her boy friend 

to her grandmother. As they are chatting, her boy 

friend spies some peanuts on the coffee table. He begins 

munching on them as they converse.  

After about an hour, they are getting ready to leave and 

he thanks the grandmother for her hospitality and es-

pecially for the peanuts.  

"Oh, your welcome young man," she says. "I appreciate 

you finishing them up. Ever since I lost my dentures I 

can only suck the chocolate off of them." 

     *******************************************  

Retarded Grandparents  

(Written by a third grader, on what his grandparents 

do.) 

After Christmas, a teacher asked her young pupils how 

they spent their holiday away from school. One child 

wrote the following: 

We always used to spend the holidays with Grandma 

and Grandpa. They used to live in a big brick house but 

Grandpa got retarded and they moved to Florida. Now 

they live in a tin box and have rocks painted green look 

like grass. They ride around on their bicycles and wear 

name tags because they don‘t know who they are any-

more. They go to a building called a wreck centre, but 

they must have got it fix because it is all ok now, they 

do exercises there, but they don‘t do them very well. 

There is a swimming pool too, but they all jump up and 

down in it with hats on. At their gate, there is a doll 

house with a little old man sitting in it. He watches all 

day so nobody can escape. Sometimes they sneak out, 

and go cruising in their golf carts. Nobody there cooks, 

they just eat out. And, they eat the same thing every 

night --- early birds. Some of the people can‘t get out 

past the man in the doll house. The ones, who do get 

out, bring food back to the wrecked centre for pot luck. 

My Grandma says that Grandpa worked all his life to 

earn his retardment and says I should work hard so I 

can be retarded someday too. When I earn my retard-

ment, I want to be the man in the doll house. Then I 

will let people out, so they can visit their grandparents. 
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ROVING EYE 

PART – ONE 

Vision/Hearing Screening  

Members of the Markham Lions Club and friends 

conducting Vision and Hearing screening at James 

Robinson Public School in Markham. 

  ********************* 

Greensborough Public School testing results show 

that approximately 27.5% (vision) and 5.8% 

(hearing) of those tested, recommendations were 

made to parents/guardians that they consult fur-

ther with an eye and/or hearing specialist regarding 

their children. 

New Inductees 

 

At the March 17, 2011 

Regular Meeting six new 
members were inducted 

into the Markham Lions 
Club. L—R: Lions Glenn 
& Julie Savoy, Carolyn   

Stephenson, Thelma  
Stephens, Ahamed     
Biplob, Lion President, 

Larry Tod and Ian Oliver. 
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LIONS INTERNATIONAL 

 

Make Plans to Recycle for Sight in May 

May is Lions Recycle for Sight month. Take this opportunity to start a club eyeglass collection pro-

ject - or raise awareness of your club's ongoing efforts - by placing collection boxes in highly visible 

locations, such as libraries and schools. Ordering Recycle for Sight supplies to promote your collec-

tion. And shipping collected eyeglasses to a regional Lions Eyeglass Recycling Center. To learn more, 

contact us. 

Like Lions Clubs on Facebook and Stay Connected 

Whether you're looking for ways to raise funds for your Lions club or attract new members, you can 

connect with thousands of other Lions online! "Like" us on Facebook to:     

Let your Facebook friends know you're proud to be a Lion. 

Share your Lions club's information, ideas and photos. 

Get the latest updates from Lions Clubs International. 

Network with Lions and clubs around the world. 

District A-16: LCCKF Opening clean up day: 

Saturday, May 7th is the opening cleanup day at Camp Kirk. Participation in this event is of the ut-

most importance. 

Please advise LCCKF Secretary Lioness Elaine Umphrey at (705) 426 9485, or 

email: garlane_u@hotmail.com  

or Building Maintenance Chair Lion Bill Hodges at (905)640 5294,   

or email: susanhodges001@sympatico.ca  by May 2, 2011 

Lion President Larry Tod (Right) Presenting Lion 

Bill Hosking with his Ten Year Ontario Volunteer 

Award. 

These Lions celebrated Birthdays in March & 

showing off their Birthday gifts. L - R: Ron 

Chambers, Barry MacDonald and Jim Wicks. 
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OUT & ABOUT 

Bernie Borden Memorial Fishing Day 

On May 12, 2011, members and friends are welcome to attend a fun-fill day fishing and dinner. The event 

this year has been dedicated to the Late Lion Bernie Borden, a member of the Markham Lions who past 

away last year. Bernie has been a most enthusiastic member of past fishing days; he and his smiling face 

will be missed this year! 

This is an annual Fishing Day for Markham Lions club and will in future be called Bernie Borden Memorial 

Fishing Day. The invitation includes you and your spouse, guest, neighbor or mistress; This is NOT a ―boys 

only‖ event - female Lions and guests are most welcome. Everyone need to make reservations. (see below) 

This is a self-financed social event consisting of: 

A days fishing at a private trout fishing club. 

Entitled to 3 trout on your guest pass (extra fish will be billed at $4.00 each). 

Lunch in the club‘s dining room by a world class chef. 

Traditional row boats are available if you prefer not to fish from shore. 

A cleaning table with running water, knives & bags for your catch is available. 

A refrigerator for storing your catch during lunch is at the club house. 

Worms are available if you email me ahead of time. 

The green (blue?) fee for the event is $50.00 payable in advance or on site. 

 

The Location is at The Franklin Club located 29 km North of Hwy 7 on Hwy 48 

(Markham Road - about a ½ hour drive). 

 

Please contact Lion Bill Hosking at 905 471-1956 or wbhosking@gmail.com to 

make your reservations. 

Check it out  http://www.thefranklinclub.ca/  

 

 

The photos (left) are 

from last year‘s fishing 

day at The Franklyn 

Club. 

 

Lion Al Webber at left 

with his day‘s catch. 

 

 

Lion members & friends enjoying dinner 

after fishing. 
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ROVING EYE 
PART - TWO 

2011 Flower Sale 

Markham Lions Spring Flower sales are well underway. The plant sales is to raise funds to support our Commu-

nity projects primarily in the town of Markham. By placing an order you will helping us continue to support the 

many charitable organizations that we do yearly and those that seek our help from time to time. This is our 18th 

year for the sale of bedding Plants . These plants are of superior quality, Competitively priced and supplied by a 

local grower in Markham. 

Orders can be placed by calling: Lion Jack Dawson Tel: (905) 474-1203; email: daw-

son1203@rogers.com or visiting our website at: http://lionsclubmarkham.org/ 

        Markham Lions presenting Appreciation Awards to Markham Media people 

Photo on the left, from L - R: Lion President Larry Tod, Lion Jack McBride and Tim Ford, owner of SNAP, 

Markham. 

Photo on the right, from L - R: Lion President Larry Tod, Lion Jack McBride, Joe Castaldi and Mike   Banville, 

Advertizing Managers, Markham Economist & Sun. 
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It’s your home .......breathe easy 

It is widely known that air pollution is bad for the planet, but what‘s happening to the air inside your home? 

Your home should be your haven, but for many people, including allergy sufferers and young children, the aver-

age house can be a lot less welcoming. New studies have shown that the air you breathe inside your home can 

sometimes be more polluted than outdoors. Even though inside your home may look clean the air quality isn‘t 

something you can see. The sources of air pollution would surprise you. 

 

Carpets, cabinets, furniture, vinyls, almost everything you bring into your home can set off a steady stream of 

chemicals, some of which are toxic. If you are waking up with a stuffy nose and itchy eyes or having trouble 

breathing, chances are that the dust situation in your bedroom isn‘t under control. Over two million microscopic 

dust mites live in the average bed and at least ten per cent of people are allergic to them. Dust can also gather on 

blinds and around collectables, books shelves, so regular dusting is very important, though not the whole solu-

tion. Each time you dust or vacuum, you are actually releasing huge clouds of particles into the air in your home, 

many of them invisible, while the visible ones float down and reform the very layer of dust you are trying to re-

move in the first place. 

 

Breathe easier by dusting slowly and carefully, wait 30 minutes before entering ‗just cleaned‘ room so airborne 

pollutants have a chance to escape or settle. Protect your bedding from dust mites by encasing your mattress and 

pillows in protective covers and washing all linens weekly in hot water. Kill dust mites in stuffed animals and 

other bulky items by putting them in the freezer for three to five hours per week. Also, we track in all kinds of 

dirt when we wear our shoes indoors. All things being equal, shoeless households almost always have a better air 

quality. The exception to the rule is a household with an indoor or outdoor pet. Your animal carrying all those 

germs on their paws, so taking off your shoes becomes useless. It‘s better to maintain a rigorous cleaning sched-

ule and keep a track-off mat at the front door. 

 

These words should leave you with the question – just what‘s in your air? Anything that releases gases or parti-

cles – from the dust bunnies under your bed, to the scented candle in your bathroom – can be a culprit. The good 

news is there are many ways to improve the air quality in your home and it may be as simple as opening a win-

dow. 

            Health watch 

ENVIRONMENT 

 

 

May 5, 2011 -  Regular Meeting  Heritage United (Zion) Church 

May 12, 2011 -  Directors Meeting 10 Water Street, Markham  

May 19, 2011 -  Regular Meeting St Andrew‘s United Church 

     May 2011—Meetings 


