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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

As we move into the 69th year of the Markham lions Club, 

there are a number of plans that are being put in place. I 

would like to thank Lion Bill Dewberry, Immediate Past 

President, who did a wonderful job during his year as Presi-

dent. 

As the incoming President and as we move forward, I have 

made it a commitment to support the Markham Stouffville 

Hospital Buy a Bed program. This project will have the 

greater impact on the wider community. 

We recently concluded a golf tournament with the proceeds of 

$4K going to CNIB. This was the efforts of three Lions Clubs, 

Markham Lions, Milliken Mills and New Horizon Lions 

Clubs. Thanks to Lions Larry Tod and Barry MacDonald for coordinating this project 

and to the other Clubs for participating. 

We have recently started one of our major fundraising projects Texas Hold’em Poker 

Tournament. The first game was September 14 and although the results were not as 

well as expected, we anticipate that as we become more familiar hosting this game 

we will see better results. Thanks to Lion Carl and his Committee and all who assist-

ed with the first game.  

Six Lions attended the New Horizon lions Club Table Tennis Tournament on Septem-

ber 15, 2012 despite the fact that only two MLC members played we won one game 

but and no prizes were won. Thanks to Lions Larry Tod, Carl Vanseader, Dick Peel, 

Ken Tranter, Barry MacDonald, Mark Carrington.  

Lion Ken Tranter, as usual coordinated the Markham Stouffville Hospital BBQ. De-

spite the rain 17 members of the Markham Lions were able to serve over 500 staff 

members with hamburgers, corn and other goodies. Special thanks to Lion Ken 

Tranter and all the Lions who assisted. 

Our first Regular meeting held at Bushwood Golf Club was an excellent choice of a 

venue. The food was great and the skit put on by the three Vice Presidents, Lions 

Ken Drynan, Mike Hiatt, Bryan Gray and Clare Quesnel provided a very entertain-

ing and enjoyable evening for Lions and partners. Thanks to Lions Ken Harris, his 

committee and Don Kember for making it a pleasant evening for all. 

With the excellent work of Lion Ken Drynan and his committee we have started sell-

ing tickets for the Cruise Raffle draw earlier. I appeal to all the members to make an 

effort to sell all the tickets as soon as possible. Thanks to Lion Ken and his Commit-

tee for a job well done and we look forward to a successful conclusion of this project. 

With all the other upcoming projects and activities we look forward to successful year 

ahead as we embrace all the other upcoming projects. 
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EDITORIAL 

 

 

Lion Dave Galloway 

 

I was surprised and pleased to be asked by 

President Mark to write the editorials for 

the bulletin this Lion’s year.  I seem to be 

one of the few who considers writing “time 

well spent,” and wrote articles on Member-

ship for each bulletin back when I was 

Membership Director.  (On the other hand 

we also rewrote the Sick and Visiting Poli-

cy, and after my four tries which were re-

jected by the Committee the late Lion Bob 

McLellan got it by the Committee in one 

writing.) 

Interestingly, until that time the policy contained reference to the 

“active wife.”  An active wife was one who took part in the social 

activities by attending social committee meetings and organising 

events, and who did shifts at the fair just like all members. An ac-

tive wife was   treated the same as a member when ill.  On the oth-

er hand wives who were not active were ignored according to the 

policy. (I’m not sure about the practise.)  The spouse is now treated 

as the member is. 

It brings up an interesting point though.  When I joined the Mark-

ham Lions Club we had five types of members – regular, at-large, 

privileged, honourary and life.  We have since added Affiliate and 

Associate.  Given that we have all these categories, do they all have 

the same rights and responsibilities?  I expect not but have not 

spent the time to review it.  Thus do we need to record on close 

votes how each voter voted?  How does this affect voting at Zone, 

Region and District level?  Can all categories hold office in the club 

or only those who meet the requirements of regular membership?  

I’m sure the answers to this are all somewhere in the official defini-

tions. 

This leads to the following – 

An old member was sitting in the front row at a Lion’s meeting, 

heckling the President as he delivered a long speech. Finally the 

President could stand it no longer, so he pointed to the heckler and 

said, "will that member please stand up and tell the audience what 

he has ever done for the good of the club."  

"Well Mr. President," the man said in a firm voice. "I voted against 

you in the last election." 
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BIRTHDAYS &  ANNIVERSARIES 

The following Lions celebrated birthdays during August and September: Top L -  R; Lions Nirmala 

Armstrong, Julie Savoy Jack Dawson, Don Way 

Bottom:  L -  R: Lions Dick Peel; Shirley Lesch; Mandy Galloway and Fred Sheehy. Happy Birthday 

to all. 

 

The Following Lions are celebrating an anni-

versaries. Top Row L—R: Lions Tom 

Goldring; Dick Peel; Jim Doak; Ken Harris; 

Mervin Joseph; Royden McDermid;  

Bottom Row: L—R; Lions George McKelvey; 

Steve Kowalchuk and Michael Clarke. 

Happy Anniversary to all 
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BITS & BYTES 

PART - ONE 

 

 

  

Upcoming Events: 

Markham Fair, September 27  - 30 , 2012 

Air Cadets Squadron #883 Tag Day will be held on October 5,6 &7, 2012. The Markham Lions 

Club who sponsors Squadron #883  will assist with Tag Day. 

Mount Joy Park Clean up October 13, 2012, 9:00 a.m. Members are needed to assist with  this 

clean up. 

The next Texas Hold’em Poker tournament is schedule for October 12, 2012 at the Howard John-

son Hotel, 555 Cochrane Drive, Markham. 

Charter Night, November 10, 2012. (See page 12). 

Members of the Markham Lions Club Table Tennis players (in blue) posed for pictures at the New Horizon 

Table Tennis Tournament which was held at the New Horizon Table Tennis Club on September 15, 2012. 

L - R: Lion President Mark Carrington, Lions Ken Tranter, Carl Vanseader, Margaret Law, (President New 

Horizon Lions Club), Dick Peel, Tim and Nirmala Armstrong, Danny Leung (New Horizon Lions Club) and 

Larry Tod. 

In the photo on the top right; Lion Dick Peel is playing an opponent while the DG Lion Tom Gordon kept 

score. 

Bottom Right Photo: DG Lion Tom Gordon and Lion Dick Peel is playing their game. 

 

Table Tennis Tournament 
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THE ROVING EYE 

PART -  ONE 

 

Markham Stouffville Hospital BBQ 

Members of the Markham Lions Club cooking up 

hamburgers and Corn in the rain at the Markham 

Stouffville Hospital BBQ held on Tuesday Septem-

ber 18, 2012. Seventeen members were able to feed 

over 500 staff members and construction workers 

Eeveryone had a great time . Due to the rain the 

serving of the food had to be done inside the cafete-

ria. Lion Ken Tranter did a great job coordinating 

this event and he thank all those who assisted with 

the BBQ. 
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PRESENTATIONS 

Region Chair, Lion Tim Cheung 

making his presentation to the 

Markham Lions Club at the Regular 

Meeting on September 20, 2012 

Region Chair Tim was introduced by 

his wife Patty (Left). He spoke  

about work serving as Zone and Re-

gion Chairs. He expressed his appre-

ciation of support from his mentor 

Lion Fred Sheehy. He summarized 

his presentation by saying that the 

joys of serving, learning and  com-

muning with friendly fellow Lions 

all make the investment of time and 

effort worthwhile. 

Lion President Mark Carrington on 

the right. 

 

 

At the Regular Meeting of the Markham Lions Club on Thursday September 20, 2012, Lion Barry MacDon-

ald Presented Pam Deveaux and Margaret Bibby representatives of the CNIB with a Cheque for $4000.00 

proceeds from the Golf Tournament hosted by Markham Lions, Milliken Mille Lions and New Horizon Lions 

Clubs. Margaret Bibby thanked the MLC for it's support now and for many years in the past. Pam assured 

Members that the donation would be put to good use at the CNIB Camp Joseph Camp for the Blind. 

In the photo L - R; Lion President Mark Carrington, Lions Gulshan Sethi, Milliken Mills Lions, Howard 

Wong, New Horizon Lions, Margaret Bibby and Pam Deveaux, CNIB, RC Lion Tim Cheung, Lions Barry 

MacDonald and Larry Tod. 
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THE LIGHTER SIDE 

THIS IS PRICELESS. 

 

A priest is driving down the road when he comes 

across a baboon lying dead in the road. He contacts the 

police to inform them of his find. 

A cocky  desk sergeant laughed and said: "Did you give 

it the last rites?” 

"No" said the priest "I thought I'd inform his next of 

kin first”. 

 SAY A PRAYER 

Little Ricky and his family were having Sunday dinner 

at his Grandmother's house. Everyone was seated 

around the table as the food was being served. When 

Little Ricky received his plate, he started eating right 

away.  'Ricky! Please wait until we say our prayer.' 

said his mother. 'I don't need to,' the boy replied.. 'Of 

course, you do,' his mother insisted. 'We always say a 

prayer before eating at our house.' 'That's at our 

house,' Ricky explained. 'But this is Grandma's house 

and she knows how to cook!'  

 

LOT'S WIFE 

The Sunday School teacher was describing how Lot 's 

wife looked back and turned into a pillar of salt, when 

little Jason interrupted, 'My Mommy looked back once 

while she was driving,' he announced triumphantly, 

'and she turned into a telephone pole!' 

One year, I decided to buy my mother-in-law a ceme-

tery plot as a Christmas gift...  

The next year, I didn't buy her a gift. 

When she asked me why, I replied, 

"Well, you still haven't used the gift I bought you last 

year!" 

And that's how the fight started..... 

  

My wife and I were watching Who Wants To Be A Mil-

lionaire while we were in bed.  

I turned to her and said, 'Do you want to have Sex?'  

'No,' she answered. I then said, 

'Is that your final answer?'  

She didn't even look at me this time, simply saying, 

'Yes..' 

So I said, "Then I'd like to phone a friend."  

 

I took my wife to a restaurant.  

The waiter, for some reason, took my order first.  

"I'll have the rump steak, rare, please."  

He said, "Aren't you worried about the mad cow?"  

"Nah, she can order for herself."  

  

My wife and I were sitting at a table at her high school 

reunion, and she  

Kept staring at a drunken man swigging his drink as 

he sat alone at a nearby table.  

I asked her, "Do you know him?"  

"Yes", she sighed,  

"He's my old boyfriend.... I understand he took to 

drinking right after we split up those many years ago, 

and I hear he hasn't been sober since."  

"My God!" I said, "Who would think a person could go 

on celebrating that long?" \ 

 

When our lawn mower broke and wouldn't run, my 

wife kept hinting to me  

That I should get it fixed.  But, somehow I always had 

something else to take 

Care of first, the shed, the boat, making beer.. Always 

something more 

Important to me. Finally she thought of a clever way to 

make her point.  

When I arrived home one day, I found her seated in 

the tall grass, busily snipping away with a tiny pair of 

sewing scissors. I watched silently for a short time and 

then went into the house.. I was gone only a minute, 

and when I came out again I handed her a toothbrush. 

I said, "When you finish cutting the grass, you might 

as well sweep the driveway."  

The doctors say I will walk again, but I will always 

have a limp.  

 

An elderly woman died last month. Having never mar-

ried , she requested no male pallbearers. In her hand-

written instructions for her memorial service, she 

wrote, 'They wouldn't take me out while I was alive, I 

don't want them to take me out when I'm dead.' 
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BITS & BYTES 

PART - TWO 

Cruise Raffle Draw 

The Markham Lion are having their  

Cruise Raffle Draw earlier this year 

The draw is in support of  Dog Guides 

Canada Lions Club Camp Kirk  and  

Markham Stouffville Hospital Buy a  

Bed Program. 600 tickets Printed 

1sr Prize - 7 Day Cruise to the Western 

Carribean. 2nd Prize - $500,  3rd Prize - $300 

4th Prize - $200. Tickets $20 each 

The Draw will take place on Friday December 7, 2012 - 8:00 p.m. at the Boxgrove Community Cen-

tre. All Club members are encouraged to sell as many tickets as they can. 

For Tickets and Further Information Contact Lion Ken Drynan 

Cadet Squadron #883    

Markham Lions Club sponsors Air Cadet unit, 883 Squadron, 

whom we've seen in the Santa Claus Parade, whose band has 

played for our Purina Walk for Dog Guides, and who have partic-

ipated in our Effective Speaking contest. Supporting those cadets 

is a Squadron Support Committee (SSC) of volunteers.  

Lion President Mark attended the Sept. 19 SSC meeting, met the 

members and witnessed the election of the 2012-2013 SSC Execu-

tive including three Markham Lions, as follows. 

SSC Chair - Lion Tim Armstrong  

SSC Vice Chair - Lion Grace Medland             SSC Treasurer - Katy Kwan (parent)  

SSC Secretary - Lion Jim Doak  

Currently 883 Squadron has 117 Cadets and registration is open for more; not bad for officially starting No-

vember 9, 2011.   

 "Tagging" twice each year is one of the major fundraisers for Cadets. That's standing in uniform in frequently-

populated places and accepting donations for a small Thank You tag. Our squadron will be out in Markham 

on Thanksgiving weekend - Friday evening, Saturday and Sunday. Please support them with your donations.  

 Markham Lions participate in Tagging by counting the returned coins & bills, packaging them ready for the 

bank. Your participation in this task would certainly be appreciated by the SSC, the military staff and the Ca-

dets of 883. Please help. 
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LIONS INTERNATIONAL 

Lions Are Champions of Change  

On October 2, Lions Clubs International will participate in a special event at the White House in 

Washington, D.C. Members who have been selected to represent Lions as "Champions of Change" 

will be recognized at the event and participate in a panel discussion. Other highlights of the day 

include a tour of the White House East Wing and a White House Community Leaders Briefing, 

during which Lions can discuss with government administrators and agencies topics such as read-

ing and literacy, health services and more. The event will be streamed live online. For more infor-

mation, visit the LCI Web site. For questions, contact GovernmentRela-

tions@lionsclubs.org.  

Sharing the Vision Campaign - Expanding Our Reach! 

October's global service action campaign focuses on "Sharing the Vision." Mobilize your club to 

plan a service project to promote healthy vision, or to make a difference in the lives of children and 

adults living with blindness or low vision. Project ideas include organizing eye care and safety 

presentations for school children, sponsoring a Braille exhibit at your local library, volunteering at 

a recreational program or camp for people who are blind, and more.  Materials and resources are 

available to help you implement a successful campaign project.  If you have questions, contact 

programs@lionsclubs.org. 

Pit Stop One 

Your club should be actively engaged in Pit Stop One. Is your club on Pace to achieve the Club Ex-

cellence Award? If not now is the time to reassess your goals and get back in the race to Excel-

lence. 

Club Excellence Award 

I want all clubs to strive to achieve the Club Excellence Award. The Club Excellence Award is 

simply a road map of success for your club. You need to start now and then stop at each Pit Stop 

and check to see that you are on the track to achieve the recognition. Check out the requirements 

to club excellence. As club president you will receive a nice lapel pin recognizing you as a Club Ex-

cellence Award President and your club will receive a nice banner patch recognition. I want all of 

you to be Club Excellence Award winners!!   

Convention 

The city of Hamburg, Germany is the site of the 96th International Convention, July 5-9, 2013. It 

has been more than 10 years since the International Convention was held in Europe and the city 

of Hamburg is a first time convention site for Lions Clubs. Make your plans now to join the Lions 

in Hamburg for a week of fellowship, learning and fun. Visit the International Convention booth 

at the USA Canada Forum to find out about the parade, the hotels, the DGE arrangements and to 

register for the convention.  The Hamburg Host Committee will also be in attendance at the Fo-

rum to give you guidance about the city of Hamburg, as well as pre-and post-convention tour sug-

gestions. 
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THE ROVING EYE 

PART - TWO 

Press Conference 

On July 25, 2012 the HK New Horizon Lions Club hosted a Press Conference at the Markham YMCA to 

promote their Annual Table Tennis Tournament that was held on September 15 & 16, 2012 and the Tri-

Club Golf Tournament which was held on August 11, 2012. On hand and made presentations were; 1st 

Vice District Governor Lion Lloyd Clifton, 2nd Vice District Governor Eleanor Collwell, staff of the YMCA, 

members of the New Horizon Lions Club, Markham Lions, Club Milliken Mills Lions Club, Toronto Tril-

lium Lions Club, the Rotary Club, York Regional Police and several sponsors. 

 

The first meeting of the 69 year of the Markham 

Lions Club was held at the Bushwood Golf Club. 

An excellent meal was served by the staff and 

after Dinner three Lions all dressed up in the 

photo on the left entertained the Lions and their 

partners.  

In the photo is the Vice-Presidents Lions Ken 

Drynan, Bryan Gray and Mike Hiatt along with 

our Tail Twister Clare Quesnel (not Shown) en-

tertained the members and partners after Lion 

Larry Tod did the introduction leading up up the 

skit. The skit was a very well done spoof on The 

Flying Walendas. The skit was hilarious and all 

the members and their partners had a great 

time. 

The Flying Walendas 
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THE ROVING EYE 

PART - THREE 

On August 20 , 2012 

The Markham Lawn 

Bowling Club hosted its 

annual Lawn Bowling 

Tournament at their  

Club on Franklyn 

Street. Each year the 

Markham Lions is a 

proud sponsorer of the 

Markham Lawn Bowl-

ing Club. Lion Presi-

dent Mark Carrington 

was on hand to opened 

the annual tournament 

and present the tro-

phies to the winners. 

Above: Lion Mark Car-

rington presented the 

trophy to the Pick-

eriong Lawn bowling 

Club winners of the 

tournament 

 Lawn Bowling Tournament 

Twenty Tears of Service 

 

At the Regular Meeting on September 20, 2012 

Lion Bill  Dewberry, Immediate past President 

(Right) read a letter of congratulations from the 

LCI President thanking Lion Don Rattle for his 

twenty years of service in the Markham Lions 

Club and then presented him with his 20 year 

chevron. 

 



PAGE 12 JUNGLE  TALK  SEPTEMBER 2012  

 

 

CHARTER NIGHT 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

   

----Professional Entertainment---- 

         

Only $70 per person - Bring friends 

A night to remember! 


