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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Spring is in the air and soon the buds will be pushing out of the 

ground; so say goodbye to the winter blues and say hello to spring 

and summer. With the amount of snow that fell over the winter I 

am sure a lot of us can not wait to see it go. 

There are countries in parts of the world that do not experienced 

this kind of weather and again others who have it worse. We 

should thank our lucky stars. 

We in the Markham Lions are taking advantage of the start of 

spring and embarking on a new venture mostly in a new way of 

getting the word out selling flowers. Lions are being asked to blitz 

neighbourhoods and encouraged people to buy flowers and in-

crease our efforts to raise more money and earn a higher net prof-

it on flower sales. We are hoping that this effort would show better results than in the 

past years. I am encouraging members to give this event their effort. 

We are continuing our efforts with the Vision and Hearing screening in elementary 

schools. To date we have completed 3 Schools and are continuing this very worthwhile 

screening. I do want to thank Lion Bryan Gray for coordinating this project along with 

all the other Lions who are assisting with this important project. 

Also we have heard in the Bible the feeding of the five thousand. On March 16, 2013 

members got together and as the saying goes ‘cooked up a storm’ of Irish stew and fed 

over one hundred seniors at the Cedarcrest Seniors Manor in Markham. Entertain-

ment was also provided with an Irish Dance group. I understand that this was a great 

event and everyone had a great time. Thanks to Lion Larry Tod who coordinated this 

event along with all the other Lions who assisted. I am sure the dinner was appreciat-

ed by the seniors. 

Speech day competition at A-16 was held on Saturday, March 24, 2013. Lions Grace 

Medland and Jim Doak of Youth Services Committee were in attendance. Thanks to 

these Lions for their work with the young people 

Lion Ken Drynan is putting plans in place for the Annual Dog walk for DogGuides to 

be held on May 26, 2013 in Milne Park, starting at 11:00 a.m. This year we are hoping 

that the numbers will increase and subsequently increasing donation to DogGuides. 

The Texas Hold’em tournaments are ongoing. The number of players are not yet where 

we want them to be. Therefore, we need to increase our efforts to try to get the word 

out there and attract more players. This project could be a major source of income for 

the Club so we need to put a little more effort out there and spread the word. 

Happy Easter to all 
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EDITORIAL 

 

 

 
Lion Dave Galloway 

I guess I have been at least a closet envi-

ronmentalist since I was 13.  I was in grade 

eight and the teacher spoke one day about 

how the sulphur in the air turned the white 

paint on houses yellow.  It seemed to me we 

shouldn’t put the sulphur in the air, alt-

hough I heard once the more sulphur the 

better the economy and there was no doubt 

jobs were and are important.  Thus one 

must look at the trade-offs to develop poli-

cy. 

When I was at Hydro there was lots of discussion about removing 

sulphur-dioxide from the air.  But it never seemed to me as simple 

as the popular environmentalists made it. Install scrubbers was 

what I heard.  But my research at the time concluded there were no 

commercial scrubbers above 200 mw, and we had no operating units 

that small.  I also wondered what one would do with all the sulphur 

– it was hard to imagine the quantities to be dealt with.  Neverthe-

less sulphur in the air was lowered by using low sulpher coal (at 

more expense) and ultimately shutting down some coal fired units. 

I watched a program on NOVA about super volcanoes.  The last one 

to erupt was, I believe, in Indonesia.  They know this because of the 

carbon signature and carbon remnants were found as far as a 1000 

miles away.  I was expecting to hear that all this ash (carbon) 

caused warming within this area. I was wrong.  The sulphur dioxide 

which was released with it blocked the sun’s rays and resulted in a 

cooling of the area. 

Thus if we took significant amounts of sulphur out of the air in On-

tario, it would seem the air should warm up slightly which is what 

appears to be happening. 

I hear that 75% of scientists believe in global warming – thus 25% 

do not or perhaps don’t know.  I wish someone would tell me who is 

in which group. 

I am not trying to change what the policy developers have stated.  I 

am only pointing out how difficult the job seems to me.  One can 

make similar arguments about the Arctic ice melting or about rain 

forest trees. (Perhaps another time.) 

A slightly different case is the pine beetle which is currently work-

ing on the Pine Forests in BC.  Trees take in carbon dioxide etc and 

give off oxygen which is just what we want.  However the Mountain 

Pine Beetle is destroying these huge forests and there is currently 

no way to stop it.  Until recently the pine beetle was killed by ex-

treme cold weather snaps but these have not occurred lately.  

(Global warming?) 

Perhaps we should go out and plant a few ( or a lot of) trees.  
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BITS & BYTES 
PART - ONE 

Up-Coming Events: 

 Vision and Hearing Screening is continuing and volunteers are needed 

 A-16 Convention will be held April 26 - 28, 2013 at the Newmarket Community Centre. 

 Gala at LeParc will be held on May 3, 2013. MLC will join with Thornhill Lions Club to host this event 

 Purina Walk for DogGuides is being held on  May 26, 2013 in Milne Park starting at 11:00 a.m. 

 MDA Convention will be held on May 30 to June 2, 2013 at the Richmond Hill, Sheraton Parkway Hotel. 

 

Lion Ron Chambers Lion Barry MacDonald 

Above, Both Lions Ron Chambers and Barry MacDonald celebrated birthdays this month. We want to 

wish them both Happy Birthday and trust that they will see many more in the years to come and with 

the Markham Lions Club. 

 

P.S.  They both look like brothers with that smile 

Birthday Greetings 
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PRESENTATIONS 

 

 

  

Lyme Disease 

At Right: Linda and David Kelso of the Canadian Lyme 

Disease Foundation made a presentation to the Markham 

Lions Club at its meeting of  March 7, 2013. 

Lyme disease is an inflammatory infection that spreads to 

humans through thick bites. Lyme is caused by a bacte-

rium called borrelia burgdorferi which commonly infects 

woodland mice and other small animals. Ticks pick up the 

bacterium by feeding on infected animals and then pass it 

on to their next host including humans. 

There are three stages of Lyme 

Stage 1: Early infection (first few days after infection) 

Stage 2: Infection spreads (weeks following the infection) 

Stage 3: late stage Lyme (left untreated, or improperly 

treated for months/years after infection). 

Lyme is most treatable during stage 1. Symptoms worsen 

during each stage of infection ranging from flu-like symp-

toms to neurological ones including paralysis and other 

disabilities. 

 

On the right is Mr. Randy Barber who made a 

presentation to the Club at its Regular Meeting on 

March 21, 2013. Randy held many positions which 

included City of Markham Councilor, Ontario Em-

ployment Board of Referees, National Parole Board, 

and Chair of the Alcohol & Gaming Commission. 

Now he is the International Churchill Society Presi-

dent.  

Randy explained that Churchill has been immortal-

ized in a large statue located in Parliament Square 

in London along with so many books written about 

him that it is hard to count. He was a courageous 

warrior in the military, a brilliant author, and prob-

ably the most effective British Prime Minister Brit-

ain has ever had. Randy talked at length about his 

many accomplishments and that Churchill received 

a wide range of awards and other honors including: 

Nobel Prize for Literature, Time Magazine Man of 

the Half Century, first person to become an Honor-

ary Citizen of the           

United States, and many others.  Lion Michael Clarke presented Randy Barber with a speakers donation 

cheque. 
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EFFECTIVE SPEAKING CONTEST  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

District A-16 Effective Speaking competition was held Saturday March 23 in Newmarket. Markham Lions 

Club sponsored three speakers, all from St. Brother André Catholic High School.  Lions Grace Medland and 

Jim Doak were present to cheer on our speakers, as was their Speech Club leader and previous contestant, 

Brittany Singh.  In both Senior and Intermediate level, contestants deliver a 5-7 minute prepared speech and 

a 2-3 minute impromptu speech.   

Senior English - Kirsten Achacoso spoke about Cultural Genocide in Hawai'i. She treated us to some            

Hawai'ian language and a bit of a song, and she placed second in a class of two.  

  

Intermediate English - Kristina Issa spoke about Chocolate, a subject that got the audience cheering. She 

placed second in a class of three contestants.  

  

Intermediate French - Laura Hernandez spoke about The Shark Effect.  Because there was no other French 

speaking contestant, this was not judged but it did give Laura the opportunity to speak in a competition envi-

ronment to an audience. With there not being a contest, Laura does not go on to the MD-A Effective Speaking 

contest on May 3 in St. Catherines.  

  

If the first place winner in Senior or Intermediate English is not able to compete at MD-A, the second place 

contestants would become A-16's contestants.  

Thanks to all the contestants for their participation and best wishes to all the contestants who are competing 

at MD-A. Much success in their future endeavours. 

Effective   Speaking  

Contest 

In the Photo 

L - R) Lion Jim Doak, 

Christina Issa, Britta-

ny Singh, Kirsten 

Achacoso and Lion 

Grace Medland. 

Laura Hernaandez 

left early. 
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THE ROVING EYE 

PART - ONE 

 

St Patrick’s Day Luncheon 
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THE LIGHTER SIDE 

  NAG!   NAG!   NAG!" 

An attorney arrived home late, after a very tough day 

trying to get a stay of execution. His last minute plea 

for clemency to the governor had failed and he was 

feeling worn out and depressed. 

As soon as he walked through the door at home, his 

wife started on him about, 'What time of night to be 

getting home is this? Where have you been? Dinner is 

cold and I'm not reheating it'. And on and on and on. 

Too shattered to play his usual role in this famil-

iar  ritual, he poured himself a shot of whiskey and 

headed off for a long hot soak in the bathtub, pursued 

by the predictable sarcastic remarks as he dragged 

himself up the stairs. 

While he was in the bath, the phone rang. The wife 

answered and was told that her husband's client, 

James Wright, had been granted a stay of execution 

after all. Wright would not be hanged tonight. 

Finally realizing what a terrible day he must have 

had, she decided to go upstairs and give him the good 

news. 

As she opened the bathroom door, she was greeted by 

the sight of her husband, bent over naked, drying his 

legs and feet. 

'They're not hanging Wright tonight,' she said. 

He whirled around and screamed, ' FOR THE LOVE 

OF GOD WOMAN, DON'T YOU EVER STOP?! ' 

 ******************************* 

A Grandma and her Grandson were shopping in a su-

per market. The Grandma realizes that the Kid has 

picked a toy. She calls out; ''Degree, put that toy 

back". 'The Kid returns the toy. Astonished, another 

Customer asks; ''Is that his name?'' The Grandma re-

plies; ''Yes, I sent his Mother to the University and 

this is what she brought home" 

 ******************************* 

A 90 year old man goes in for his yearly physical. All 

of his tests come back with normal results. The doctor 

says to Henry, " Henry, everything looks great. How 

are you doing mentally and emotionally? Are you at 

peace with God? 

  

Henry replies, "God and I are tight. He knows I have 

poor eyesight, so He's fixed it so when I get up in the 

middle of the night to go to the bathroom, poof! The 

light goes on. When I'm done, poof! The light goes off." 

 "Wow, that's incredible," the doctor says. 

 A little later in the day, the doctor calls Henry's wife. 

"Ethel," he says, "Henry is doing fine! But I had to call 

you because I'm in awe of his relationship with God. Is 

it true that he gets up during the night, and poof! ... 

the light goes on in the bathroom, and when he's done, 

poof! ... 

the light goes off?" 

 "Oh sweet Jesus" exclaims Ethel. "He's peeing in the 

refrigerator again!" 

 ************************************* 

SIGN IN A STORE WINDOW.  

 

'WE WOULD RATHER DO BUSINESS WITH 

1000 AL QAEDA TERRORISTS THAN WITH 

ONE SINGLE BRITISH SOLDIER!'  

  

This sign was prominently displayed in the window of 

a business in MANCHESTER, ENGLAND 

 You are probably outraged at the thought of such an 

inflammatory statement.  

  

However, we are a society which holds Freedom of 

Speech as perhaps our greatest liberty.  

 After all, it is ONLY A SIGN.. 

 You may say 'What kind of business would dare to 

post such a sign?' 

 Answer: A FUNERAL PARLOUR. 

  

(WHO SAID BRITISH UNDERTAKERS HAVE NO 

SENSE OF HUMOUR?) 
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THE ROVING EYE 

PART - TWO 

 

St Patrick’s Day Luncheon cont’d 
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LIONS INTERNATIONAL 

INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION 

Lions are being urged to register for the 2013 International Convention in Hamburg, Germa-

ny.  This year's convention promises to be one to be remembered.  Highlights include the interna-

tional parade, keynote address by former U.S. First Lady Laura Bush, and presentation of the Hu-

manitarian Award to opera singer Andrea Bocelli.  As part of his acceptance speech, Mr. Bocelli will 

perform live. 

25th Peace Poster Contest Winner Announced 

 

The winner of the 25th Annual Lions International Peace Poster 

Contest is 13-year-old Jenny Park of California, USA. Her por-

trayal of "Imagine Peace" was unveiled at Lions Day with the 

United Nations. As the grand prize winner, Jenny will receive 

US$5,000 and a trip to a special awards ceremony at the 96th Li-

ons Clubs International Convention in Hamburg, Germany. 

Next year's theme, "Our World, Our Future." 

 

 

Lions International Essay Contest Winner Announced 

Maura Loberg, an 11-year-old girl from Nebraska, USA, won the Lions International Es-

say Contest for her essay, "Pieces of Peace." The contest encourages visually-impaired 

children to express their thoughts on peace through the written word. Maura wrote, "My 

ideas to help aid world peace include better communication, more respect for each oth-

er's differences and the opportunity to dream for a more peaceful planet." She will re-

ceive US$5,000 and will be honored at the 2013 Lions Clubs International Convention in 

Hamburg. Read Maura's entire essay here. 

Be Aware: Scam Alert 

During recent months, there have been a number of phone and email scams involving 

Lions. One member bought into an email scam and lost $2,700. Another received a check 

from Lions that looked legitimate, including correct routing numbers. Because she was-

n't expecting money, she called the Lions Help Desk and discovered it was a scam. The 

perpetrators are also posing as members and contacting other members to make dona-

tions via phone. Unfortunately, if you lose money in a scam, there is no legal recourse 

and no way to recover the money. If you want to donate to LCIF, you can do so through 

your local club or by going to http://lcif.org/donate. If you suspect a scam, or if you're un-

sure, please contact helpdesk@lionsclubs.org or call 1-630-468-6800. For tips on how to 

protect yourself from scams, visit the Lions Blog. 
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LOOKING BACK 

 Looking Back at Speakers  

 

The following are excerpts from the early fifties minutes with respect to the speaker for the night. I found 

them interesting. I hope you do to.  

Owing to some misunderstanding Lion Arn had omitted to obtain a speaker so he did some fast hustling and 

came up with a most accomplished speaker in the person of his brother.  

Mr. O.B. Coumans spoke on the auxiliary branch of the R.C.A.F. and the work it is doing in the training of 

young men for air force work in the case of necessity. His talk was most informative and interesting.  

Lion Ewart Stiver introduced the speaker, Rev. R. Jones, who is a world traveller of some renown and who is 

one of the officers of the Canadian Council of Christians and Jews.  

Mr. Jones commenced his discourse by stating definitely that he had no authority of things pertaining to the 

farm and quoted some sad experiences he himself had had with land and then got into his address which 

held us all silent and spellbound. He is a most eloquent speaker and it is the consensus of opinion that he is 

one of the best we have had in the club for many years. His subject was “Big Men” and he brought out that a 

big man should know his country and he found we as a nation are lacking in this knowledge. A big man 

should also be able to live with his fellow men no matter what their colour or creed should be. All in all it 

turned out to be a most though provoking subject.  

Lion Ralph Furneaux thanked the speaker.  

Lion President Gord then introduced the speaker who actually required no introduction to us in the person 

of D.D.G. Frank Stokvis.  

Lion Frank chose as his text the word “Salesman” and using each letter in this word wrought a most inter-

esting theme on Lionism and its ideals. The talk was carefully listened to and was appreciated by all those 

present.  

Lion Gord Taylor thanked Frank and presented him with a painting done for us by Mr. Barton and framed 

by Lion Dick. Frank expressed his thanks and appreciation.  

Lion Norv then introduced the second speaker of the night, Lorne Smith, the boy who attended the U.N. 

along with other students. This boy need have no fears as to his future as he gave a most interesting talk 

which was well delivered, well balanced, and with the minimum of effort. Will he turn out to be a politician?  

Lion Frank Burkholder then introduced District Governor Bill Garner who is a member of the Barrie Club. 

He was brief in his introduction but to the point.  

Lion Bill then addressed us on how he felt about Lionism. He used the symbol of a new born babe with its 

hands which could be used for good or evil and showed how a guiding influence was necessary until the child 

could decide for itself just what the hands would be. A most interesting talk and well received by all present.  

Lion Garf thanked the Governor and presented him with a picture painted by Mr. Barton. In accepting it Bill 

said he would, with our permission, leave it wrapped and in this way present it to his wife as a gift to her.  
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BITS & BYTES 

PART - TWO 

Tulip Distribution 

On Tuesday March 5, 2013 members of the Markham Lions Club got into their trucks 

and carryout their annual delivery of Tulips and collected money on behalf of the Lung 

Association of Ontario. Thanks to Lion Tom Goldring for coordinating this event along 

with the other Lions who contributed. Another job well done 

 

    

   LEO CLUB UPDATE - Amanda Persaud, President 

 

The Leo club has been actively working on the MDA conference by creating designs for banners. We have also 

been working on the press conference folders and attending meetings. We provide assistance with the enter-

tainment committee and the promotions committee.  

 

Unfortunately due to the teacher's strike, we have been unable to work with a teacher, however, our Leo advi-

sor has been actively working with us to participate in the MDA conference.  

 

At this time our students are very much involved in their academic students seeing as they are preparing for 

university. The Leo club continues to recruit new members so that a smooth transition can be made in June. 

Most of our members who have participated for four years are sad that they have to move on are in the process 

of putting together a final dinner to celebrate our four years of carrying the Leo club.  

 

We are presently assisting in sales tickets for CNIB gala and have recently participated in the Leo club confer-

ence.             

Flower, Flowers, Flowers! 

 

The Club is having its 20th Annual sale of  

Flowers and Bulbs. We are expanding our  

distribution to more households in various 

neighbourhoods. This is a new initiative  

where members would distribute the forms 

to residents homes where they reside and 

hopefully increase our sales to generate a 

greater profit margin than in the past. 

Members are encouraged to get out and dis-

tribute the forms. 



PAGE 12 JUNGLE  TALK  MARCH 2013  

 

 

JOKES 

A doctor at an insane asylum decided to take his patients to a baseball game. 

For weeks in advance, he coached his patients to respond to his commands. 

When the day of the game arrived, everything seemed to be going well. As the National Anthem start-

ed.......the doctor yelled, "Up Nuts" And the patients complied by standing up. 

After the anthem ...he yelled, "Down Nuts". And they all sat back down in their seats. 

After a home run was hit, the doctor yelled, "Cheer Nuts". They all brokeout into applause and cheered. 

When the umpire made a particularly bad call against the star of the home team, the Doctor yelled, "Booooo 

Nuts!!!" and they all started booing and cat calling. 

Thinking things were going very well. The doctor decided to go get a beer and a hot dog, leaving his assistant 

in charge. 

When he returned, there was a riot in progress. Finding his assistant, the doctor asked," What in the world 

happened? " 

The assistant replied, "Well, everything was going just fine till a vendor passed by and yelled PEANUTS! 

 

 

A recent Scottish immigrant attends his first baseball game in his new country and after a base hit he hears 

the fans roaring run....run! The next batter connects heavily with the ball and the Scotsman stands up and 

roars with the crowd in his thick accent: "R-r-run ya bahstard, r-run will ya!" A third batter slams a hit and 

again the Scotsman, obviously pleased with his knowledge of the game, screams "R-r-run ya bahstard, r-r-run 

will ya!" The next batter held his swing at three and two and as the ump calls a walk the Scotsman stands up 

yelling "R-r-run ya bahstard, r-r-run!" All the surrounding fans giggle quietly and he sits down confused. 

A friendly fan, sensing his embarrassment whisper, "He doesn't have to run, he's got four balls." After this 

explanation the Scotsman stands up in disbelief and screams, "Walk with pr-r-ride man! Walk with pr-r-

ride!!!!" 

 

Is There Baseball In Heaven? 

Two old men had been best friends for years, and they both live to their early 90's, when one of them suddenly 

falls deathly ill. His friend comes to visit him on his deathbed, and they're reminiscing about their long friend-

ship, when the dying man's friend asks, "Listen, when you die, do me a favor. I want to know if there's base-

ball in heaven." 

The dying man said, "We've been friends for years, this I'll do for you." And then he dies. 

A couple days later, his surviving friend is sleeping when he hears his friend's voice. The voice says, "I've got 

some good news and some bad news. The good news is that there's baseball in heaven." 

"What's the bad news?" 

"You're pitching on Wednesday." 

 


